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Mattis: US 
could resume 
exercises in 
South Korea 

By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
military could proceed with long- 
planned, large-scale training 
alongside South Korean troops 
next year after such exercises 
were suspended this summer as 
a good-faith gesture in the nego¬ 
tiations with North Korea over its 
nuclear weapons, Defense Secre¬ 
tary Jim Mattis said Tuesday. 

“We have no plans at this time 
to suspend any more exercises,” 
Mattis told reporters during a 
rare public news conference at 
the Pentagon alongside Marine 
Gen. Joseph Dunford, the chair¬ 
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
“We will work very closely ... 
with Secretary of State [Mike 
Pompeo.] What he needs done, 
we will certainly do to reinforce 
his effort, but at this time there’s 
no discussion about further [exer¬ 
cise] suspensions.” 

The Pentagon halted m^or 
military exercises on the Korean 
Peninsula on President Donald 
Trump’s orders following his 
June summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un. Trump de¬ 
rided the exercises, held with the 
South Koreans for decades, as 
“very expensive” and “provoca¬ 
tive” to the North Koreans. 

SEE MATTIS ON PAGE 8 
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“We have no plans at this time 
to suspend any more exercises,” 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
said Tuesday. 
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Survivors pay tribute 
to victims of air show 
disaster 30 years ago 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 


RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germa¬ 
ny —As the hour drew near to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, the hundred or so people 
standing in the grass near the flight 
line stood in a circle, clasped hands 
and bowed their heads. 

Thirty years ago, this field dotted 
with yellow flowers was the scene of 
one of the most horrific air show di¬ 
sasters in Europe. 

The brief ceremony near the spot 
of the accident on Aug. 28,1988, was 
held to remember the 70 victims and 
hundreds whose lives were changed 
by the tragedy. 


Above: As survivors 
and relatives of 
those killed hold 
hands. Staff Sgt. 
Justin Stamps of 
the U.S. Air Forces 
in Europe Band 
plays taps Thursday 
at a memorial 
service at Ramstein 
Air Base, Germany, 
marking the 30th 
anniversary of the 
Ramstein air show 
disaster. 

Michael Abrams 

Stars and Stripes 


Left: An Italian 
jet plows into 
the crowd after 
a collision at an air 
show at Ramstein 
on Aug. 28, 1988. 

AP 


INSIDE 

A soldier 
recalls seeing 
tragedy unfold 
as a 3-year-old 
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MILITARY _ 

Russia sends large naval force to Mediterranean 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

Russia is sending its largest 
naval task force into the east¬ 
ern Mediterranean Sea since 
the country launched its mili¬ 
tary campaign in Syria three 
years ago, Russian media said 
Tuesday. 

Izvestia, a m^or Russian news¬ 
paper, reported that the naval 
force includes 10 surface ships 


and two submarines, with more 
vessels on the way. Among the 
ships en route to the Mediter¬ 
ranean are the Black Sea Fleet’s 
frigates Admiral Grigorovich and 
Admiral Essen, armed with Kai- 
Ibr long-range cruise missiles. 

The deployment comes as Mos¬ 
cow accuses militants opposed to 
Syria’s President Bashar Assad 
of planning to stage a false flag 
chemical weapons attack against 


civilians. Russian defense offi¬ 
cials say such an attack could be 
used as a pretext by the U.S. for 
launching its own strikes against 
the Syrian regime’s forces. 

Russia has also accused the 
U.S. of building up its naval forc¬ 
es in the Mediterranean in prepa¬ 
ration for retaliatory strikes, a 
charge the Pentagon has denied. 

“What I can tell you is that 
Russian reports of a U.S. military 


buildup in the eastern Med are 
nothing more than propaganda,” 
Pentagon spokesman Eric Pahon 
told reporters Monday. “It’s not 
true. That does not mean, howev¬ 
er, that we are unprepared to re¬ 
spond should the president direct 
such an action.” 

In April, the US., UK. and 
France bombed three government 
sites in Syria, targeting suspected 
chemical weapons facilities. The 


strikes were launched in connec¬ 
tion with a chemical attack in the 
Syrian town of Douma that killed 
dozens of people. 

At the time, both Damascus 
and Moscow denied that the at¬ 
tack had been carried out by re¬ 
gime forces and instead blamed 
rebels for faking it in a false flag 
operation. 

vandiver.iohn(I>stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)john_vandiver 


First general of Vietnamese 
heritage takes reins in Japan 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP ZAMA, Japan — The U.S. mil¬ 
itary’s first Vietnamese-American gen¬ 
eral has assumed command of U.S. Army 
Japan. 

Mgj. Gen. Viet Xuan Luong, the former 
deputy commanding general for operations 
at Eighth Army in South Korea, took over 
from M^. Gen. James Pasquarette during 
a Tuesday morning change-of-command 
ceremony at Camp Zama. 

Luong will be responsible for 2,500 
soldiers, civilians and family members 
throughout 16 installations in mainland 
Japan and Okinawa. 

“To the leaders and troopers of U.S. 
Army Japan, I’m ready to join your fam¬ 
ily, and it will be an honor to fight by your 
side,” he told hundreds of people attending 
the ceremony. 

It’s been a long journey for the son of 
a Republic of Vietnam Marine Division 
m^or who as a 9-year-old evacuated from 
Saigon with his parents and seven siblings 
a day before the city fell to North Vietnam¬ 
ese forces. 


He credits his father with inspiring him 
to serve the country that rescued his fam¬ 
ily. He was selected as a Carnegie Founda¬ 
tion Great Immigrant in 2016. 

Luong, who in 2014 became the first 
Vietnamese-American general, has com¬ 
manded from rifle platoon up to flag level. 

He commanded the 2nd Battalion, 505th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment during a de¬ 
ployment to Iraq from 2005 to 2006, as well 
as the 3rd Brigade, 101st Infantry Division 
in Afghanistan in 2010-11. He also served 
as chief of staff at U.S. Army Central. 

Gen. Robert Brown, U.S. Army Pacific 
commander, told Luong he was stepping 
into big shoes. 

“Commanding U.S. Army Japan is an 
enormous task and awesome responsibility 
and Jim Pasquarette really did a tremen¬ 
dous job leading this force through some 
challenging times,” Brown said. “Several 
[Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force] 
commanders told me they think he was the 
best U.S. Army Japan commander they’d 
ever worked with.” 

Pasquarette will soon pin on a third star 
and become the Army’s deputy chief of 
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Maj. Gen. Viet Xuan Luong, the new 
commander of U.S. Army Japan, speaks to 
soldiers at Camp Zama, Japan, on Tuesday. 

staff, G8, in charge of overseeing the fund¬ 
ing and fielding of Army programs to meet 
force needs. 

cook.feon@strTpes.com 

Twitter: @LeonCookl2 


Marine Corps’ 
spouse drowns 
off Okinawa 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Ma¬ 
rine Corps on Okinawa is investigating the 
drowning death of a III Marine Expedi¬ 
tionary Force dependent who died over the 
weekend off the island’s northeastern coast. 

The incident was first reported by a Camp 
Schwab security official at about 12:20 p.m. 
Sunday, said Nakagusuku Coast Guard offi¬ 
cial Yasuhisa Watanabe. Two swimmers in 
the waters off Henoko were pulled out to sea 
by high waves in the direction of Nagashima 
island, the security official said. 

One of the swimmers survived the inci¬ 
dent; however, a male in his 20s was found 
at about 1 p.m. facedown near uninhabited 
Nagashima, Watanabe said. 

As of Tuesday afternoon. Marine and 
Japanese Coast Guard officials had not re¬ 
leased the name of the man pending next-of- 
kin notification. The incident remains under 
investigation. Marine officials said. 

Nago City was under a high sea warning 
with 7-foot waves at the time of the drown¬ 
ing, Watanabe said. 
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MIDEAST _ 

Pompeo says US will 
stay in Persian Gulf 



Daphne WHiTE/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Sonar Technician 3rd Class Calvin Day stands watch as the guided-missile destroyer 
USS The Sullivans conducts a routine transit through the Strait of Hormuz on Aug. 5. 
The U.S. said it will continue to operate in the Persian Gulf, rejecting a claim by a top 
Iranian general that his ships were in full control of the strategic waterway. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. military will continue to oper¬ 
ate in the Persian Gulf, Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo said, rejecting a claim by a 
top Iranian commander that his ships were 
in full control of the strategic waterway 
and that American warships have no place 
in the region. 

“The Islamic Republic of Iran does not 
control the Strait of Hormuz. The Strait is 
an international waterway,” Pompeo said 
in a Twitter post late Monday. “The United 
States will continue to work with our part¬ 
ners to ensure freedom of navigation and 
free flow of commerce in international 
waterways.” 

Pompeo’s statement came in response to 
an assertion by the Revolutionary Guard’s 
naval commander that Iran would control 
and supervise ships that move in and out 
of the gulf and the Strait of Hormuz, the 
world’s key oil choke point. 

“All the carriers and military and non¬ 
military ships will be controlled and there 
is full supervision over the Persian Gulf, 
Gen. Alireza Tangsiri told the Tasnim 


news agency on Monday. “Our presence 
in the region is physical and constant and 
night and day.” 

Tangsiri added that “there is no need for 
the presence of aliens like the U.S. and the 
countries whose home is not in here.” 

In recent weeks, tensions have ratcheted 
up between Washington and Tehran as 
new American sanctions take effect in the 
wake of the Trump administration’s deci¬ 
sion to end the nuclear deal with Iran. 

A new round of sanctions was recently 
put into place, and a second set will take 
effect on Nov. 4 targeting Iran’s energy 
sector and the central bank. Iranian lead¬ 
ers have threatened to shut down Hormuz 
if the sanctions prevent the country from 
exporting crude oil. 

Iran insists it has the military capabil¬ 
ity to block the strait, through which more 
than 18 million barrels of oil move each 
day, according to the U.S. government. Any 
shutdown of the waterway, which links the 
Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea, could 
lead to a sharp increase in global energy 
costs. 

Earlier this month, Iran assembled war¬ 
ships in the area for exercises to showcase 


its ability to control the strait. 

It would not be the first time Iran has 
attempted to block the waterway. In the 
1980s, Iran and Iraq engaged in a “tank¬ 
er war” in the Persian Gulf that quickly 
dragged in the U.S. Navy. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis has said 


that any move to block Hormuz again 
would face an “international response to 
reopen the shipping lanes with whatever 
that took.” 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter; @John_vandiver 


French attack kills leader of group tied to Niger ambush 


By John Vandiver 
Stars and Stripes 

French warplanes and com¬ 
mandos struck a terrorist camp 
in Mali, killing the leader of a 
group that claimed responsibil¬ 
ity for the deadly 2017 ambush on 
U.S. troops in Niger. 

Mohamed Ag Almouner — a 
top leader of Islamic State in the 
Greater Sahara—was found dead 
after an airstrike Sunday night 
by two Mirage jet fighters, the 
French army said Monday. The 
strike was followed by a raid by 
a French-led unit that seized the 
area. The soldiers on the scene 
found Ag Almouner dead along 


with his guard, the French mili¬ 
tary said in a statement. 

Two civilians — a woman and a 
teenager — were also killed in the 
attack, the French military said. 
Another militant and two civil¬ 
ians were treated for injuries that 
resulted from the assault. 

“The French criteria for open¬ 
ing fire are particularly strict 
and aim at avoiding civilian casu¬ 
alties,” the statement said. “The 
proven presence of civilians near 
the target would have led to the 
cancellation of the mission. An 
investigation is underway to de¬ 
termine how civilians were hit 
during this strike.” 

In October, four U.S. soldiers 


were killed while on patrol near 
Niger’s border with Mali, a re¬ 
gion that is home to a mix of mili¬ 
tant groups. 

Sunday’s mission was part of 
Operation Barkhane, France’s 
counterterrorism campaign cov¬ 
ering several African nations. 
French forces there include about 
3,000 ground troops, 20 helicop¬ 
ters and a half-dozen jet fighters. 

U.S. Africa Command said 
Tuesday that it was aware of the 
French mission report but could 
not elaborate. 

“That said, I can tell that U.S. 
Africa Command routinely works 
with our French partners in the 
Sahel region, who provide a bulk 


of the force with more than 4,000 
military forces,” said M^. Karl 
Wiest, an AFRICOM spokesman. 

U.S. support to French coun¬ 
terterrorism operations includes 
information sharing, aerial refu¬ 
eling and other logistics support. 

“We remain committed to as¬ 
sisting the French-led operations 
to degrade violent extremist or¬ 
ganizations and to build the de¬ 
fense capacity of ... Mali and its 
neighbors,” Wiest said. 

A Pentagon investigation into 
the ambush that killed four sol¬ 
diers found systemic failures in 
planning and training that put the 
soldiers at risk. Still, the investi¬ 
gation determined that the U.S. 


unit, along with Nigerien coun¬ 
terparts, fought bravely to fend 
off the attack, which lasted nearly 
six hours. 

The soldiers killed in the am¬ 
bush — Staff Sgt. Dustin Wright, 
Sgt. La David Johnson, Sgt. 1st 
Class Jeremiah Johnson and Staff 
Sgt. Bryan Black — are all being 
considered for valor medals. 

The Green Beret captain who 
led the troops — and came under 
criticism in the Pentagon probe 
for part of the mission planning 
— is being considered for the 
Silver Star, The New York Times 
reported. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


Afghan security team turmoil raises concerns about stability 


By Pamela Constable 
The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The abrupt 
resignation of President Ashraf Ghani’s 
national security adviser and reports of 
turmoil involving three other top officials 
have exposed deep conflict and confusion 
in the U.S.-backed government over how 
to protect the country and deal with an in¬ 
surgency that might be seeking to end the 
17-year conflict. 

The shake-up last weekend deepened 
concern about the government’s solidity 
and Ghani’s increasing isolation. It comes 
as a new U.S. military commander is pre¬ 
paring to take up his post in Kabul, and 
U.S. scrutiny of Afghan policy is expected 
to intensify. 

On Monday, Ghani’s office announced 
that the Russian government had agreed to 
postpone a Sept. 4 meeting in Moscow on 


the Afghan conflict, to “ensure Afghani¬ 
stan’s participation.” Russia confirmed the 
postponement of the session, which was to 
include China, Pakistan, Iran and India. 

Taliban leaders had agreed to attend the 
meeting — after ignoring a three-month 
truce offer by Ghani — but Afghan and 
U.S. officials had refused to participate, 
on the grounds that it would undermine ef¬ 
forts for reconciliation inside Afghanistan. 

A statement from the Russian foreign 
ministry said Ghani had asked to resched¬ 
ule the meeting to “work out a consolidated 
Afghan position ... given the ongoing re¬ 
shuffling in the leadership of Afghan de¬ 
fense agencies.” 

But Ghani’s forceful move on the talks 
did little to dispel the growing impression 
of disarray within his government over se¬ 
curity issues. 

Both Afghan and U.S. analysts said the 
current sense of chaos in Kabul could weak¬ 


en the Trump administration’s confidence 
in Ghani as a reliable partner in improv¬ 
ing the Afghan security forces’ fighting 
ability and leadership — and thereby tip 
the balance in a stalemated war with the 
insurgents. 

The Taliban have been making steady 
gains across the country. Two recent at¬ 
tacks deeply embarrassed the Ghani gov¬ 
ernment, apparently prompting the current 
conflict with his aides. Early this month, 
the militants launched a deadly four-day 
siege of Ghazni, a large city south of Kabul, 
which was eventually quelled by Afghan 
reinforcements and US. airstrikes. 

Haroun Mir, an analyst in Kabul, and 
others expressed concern that the angry 
departure of security adviser Hanif Atmar 
has exacerbated political divisions within 
the highest circles of government. Ghani 
plans to run for reelection, and Atmar — 
long considered among his most loyal and 


capable aides — is now expected to join the 
opposition and almost certainly become a 
serious contender for the presidency. 

A former U.S. official and Afghan expert 
in Washington, speaking on condition of 
anonymity to express candid views, de¬ 
scribed the problems of Ghani’s adminis¬ 
tration in dire terms. He said the growing 
sense of chaos might give the Taliban an¬ 
other reason to shun the government and 
continue the war. 

The crisis in Afghan security leadership 
comes just as the Trump administration is 
changing its military commander in Af¬ 
ghanistan. Gen. John Nicholson, who has 
led the U.S. military mission here since 
2016 and has built a close working relation¬ 
ship with Ghani while overseeing about 
16,000 advisory troops, will be replaced 
next week by Lt. Gen. Austin Miller, who 
heads the U.S. military’s Joint Special Op¬ 
erations Command. 
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Tribute: 

Survivors reflect 
on tragic day 



Stars and Stripes 


A victim of the 1988 Ramstein air show accident is transported for medical attention. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Most of the victims were German, but at 
least four Americans were killed and scores 
injured, including Kirt and Laurie Shaffer, 
21-year-old newlyweds at the time who were 
just beginning their lives together. Laurie 
Shaffer was seriously burned in the disas¬ 
ter; her husband suffered minor wounds. 

The Shaffers, who have two grown 
daughters and live in Washington state, 
returned to Germany to mark the 30th an¬ 
niversary of the disaster, their first time 
back since leaving the country in 1990. 

They wanted to show their love and sup¬ 
port to the people who lost families, “who 
were much closer to that spot,” Kirt Shaf¬ 
fer said, where one of three Italian jets that 
collided in midair careened into the crowd 
while on fire. 

“For me, it’s for closure,” Laurie Shaffer 
said. “I haven’t been back to that spot since 
that day. To be back on Ramstein and just 
experience it, it’s kind of bittersweet... and 
validates being there that day. And just to 
honor the people that lost their families.” 

Before taking a bus out to the flight line, 
the Shaffers joined more than 100 sur¬ 
vivors and family members for a church 
service Tuesday in Ramstein village. U.S. 
military officials and several high-ranking 
German politicians attended. 

Marc-David Jung, who was at the air 
show as a 4-year-old and still bears burn 
scars on his face, said the memorial at 
the church was very “venerable” and the 
“sympathy was huge.” 

Kirt Shaffer said that at the service he 
met the brother of the Italian pilot, whom 
investigators faulted for causing the crash 
during the show’s final, daring maneuver. 
He gave him a hug. 

“I can only imagine what it feels like for 
him today as he wanders among people 
that have scars, that pain due to the acci¬ 
dent,” Kirt Shaffer said. 

Kirt Shaffer was assigned to nearby Ka- 
paun Air Station in the summer of 1988 as 
an Air Force explosive ordnance disposal 
technician. 

Laurie Shaffer joined her new husband 


that August, just four days before the air 
show. 

They sat front and center, in the first row 
among the crowd of more than 300,000, 
watching from the grass next to the flight 
line. 

Laurie suffered second- and third-de¬ 
gree bums over 23 percent of her body, in¬ 
cluding a severe burn on her left hand that 
eventually needed a skin graft. 

Laurie remembers the day of the air show 
being hot, humid, partly cloudy—too hot for 
the sweatshirt and pants she was wearing in 
a crowd of tank tops and shorts. Being over¬ 
dressed would turn out to be fortuitous. 

The air show started about noon. Mili¬ 
tary airplanes and helicopters performed 
demonstrations, but spectators had to wait 
for the most anticipated act of the day. 

“The Italians were going to close the 
show,” Laurie Shaffer said. “It was pretty 
obvious that everyone was there to see 
them. They were so dazzling and so amaz¬ 
ing that they were always the ones that 
closed the show and wowed everyone.” 

In the late afternoon, 10 Aermacchi MB- 
339A jets from the Italian air force’s aero¬ 
batic team, Frecce Tricolori, roared over 
the crowd. 

“They actually flew in from behind us, 
and they were pretty darn close,” Laurie 
Shaffer said. “You can’t hear them coming 
until they’re right over you. Of course, ev¬ 
erybody loves it and is cheering.” 

The Italian announcer fanned the 


crowd’s anticipation, describing the team’s 
signature move as one so daring that “no¬ 
body else really does it,” Laurie Shaffer re¬ 
called. “He says, ‘They’re going to be doing 
their ... piercing the heart to show our love 
and appreciation for you, the crowd.’” 

In Ae “pierced heart,” the team splits at 
the top of a high loop. Five planes descend 
in one direction while four planes descend 
in the opposite direction, creating a heart 
shape while trailing brightly colored smoke. 
As the two groups pass each other to com¬ 
plete the bottom of the heart, the 10th plane 
cuts through and above the formation at a 
90-degree angle, piercing the heart like an 
arrow while flying toward the audience. 

As the Italians did the maneuver, Lau¬ 
rie Shaffer said, she sensed something was 
wrong. “They started making the heart, 
and then they were about midway down and 
there was something in me that said this 
isn’t going to work, this isn’t lining up.” 

Kirt Shaffer watched the maneuver 
through his camera, poised to capture the 
climax. 

“I can remember in my little viewfinder, 
I see the impact,” he said. By the time he 
puts his camera down, “there’s a big wall 
of flames coming at us.” The plane that 
careened into the crowd “went just to our 
left.” 

Kirt’s reaction was to turn around and 
hug the ground. 

Laurie stood up. 

“I think your instinct is to run because 


A child’s recollection of the disaster at Ramstein 


By Aaron Knowles 

Stars and Stripes 

1 remember flames. I remember 
screams. I remember the heat most of all. 

I was only 3 years old on Aug. 28, 1988, 
but the Ramstein air show disaster is 
burned into my memory. 

Aircraft performing a famous maneu¬ 
ver collided, sending debris and fire into a 
nearby stand and medical area. 

My father left the safety of our stands 
and rushed toward the chaos to help the 
victims. I didn’t understand then what was 
going on. 

I remember watching him carry a man 
with a very severe arm injury across the 
field. I don’t remember if his arm was there 
or not. I just remember the blood. 

Whenever I talk to my mom, she says 
that I was too young to remember the ac¬ 
cident. But to me, it is impossible to forget 
watching something like that. 

The 1988 Ramstein air show accident 
was the deadliest of its kind at the time. 
There were 70 fatalities and hundreds 
more injured. 

When the Italian Tricolori team per¬ 
formed their “pierced heart” maneuver, 
one of the aircraft came in too fast and too 


low and struck another jet. Wreckage and a 
massive fireball rolled through the crowd. 
It destroyed a refrigerated concession area 
and also killed a pilot in a UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopter. 

When I talk to my mother about it, she al¬ 
ways tells me the same thing and it seems 
like she is still hurt or angry about it. I can 
never tell which. 

“I remember a ball of fire engulfing the 
two front rows,” she said. Air Force Staff 
Sgt. Ann Knowles, my mother, was sta¬ 
tioned at Ramstein in 1988. 

“You were so small. I remember grab¬ 
bing you guys and running,” my mother 
told me recently. “Dad was not near us be¬ 
cause we were up towards the front area. 
I remember the heat was terrible. It was 
early afternoon I think. You sat on a wom¬ 
an’s lap whose husband was injured while 
I drove people up to the hospital.” 

My father, Richard Knowles, was an Air 
Force technical sergeant at the time of the 
accident. He was a civil engineer also sta¬ 
tioned at Ramstein. 

“My first thought while cooking ham¬ 
burgers and looking at the Italian aircraft 
flying were ‘they’re missing the cross¬ 
ing marker by several degrees’ and that 
was right before they crashed,” my father 


said during a recent phone call. “My job 
as an environmentalist was to secure the 
streams and prevent any contamination 
from the fuel. Everyone provided support 
for the medical teams and assisted anyone 
who was hurt. 

“Your mom drove the ambulance and I 
helped a little boy who lost his left arm,” 
he said. 

When he told me that, it proved to me 
that I remembered the incident the way 
it really happened. That image of my fa¬ 
ther has been with me for as long as I can 
remember. 

“My thoughts went straight to making 
sure both you and (my other kids) were 
safe,” my father continued. “I found two of 
the downed pilots and secured the rescue 
helicopter crash site before picking up a 
dead body supporting the safety and res¬ 
cue team and the medical coroner.” 

When my father got to this point in the 
story, he had to stop. I don’t blame him. He 
and I both have the same aversion to blood, 
but it doesn’t seem to have stopped us from 
being witness to plenty of it. 

On Tuesday, a ceremony marked the 
30th anniversary of the Ramstein air show 
accident. Being assigned to Germany for a 
second time, I can’t help but think about the 
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Kirt and Laurie Shaffer sit on a bench 
dedicated to the victims of the 1988 
Ramstein air show disaster Monday 
outside Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 

after that, then it was just pure chaos, ev¬ 
erybody’s running,” Laurie Shaffer said. 
“You just hear people screaming, saying, 
‘Oh my God, oh my God, oh my God.’” 

A stranger pushed Laurie to the ground 
and held her head down, “just as the flame 
was going over the top of us,” she said. The 
oxygen around her was snuffed out by the 
moving flames burning through jet fuel. 

Her hair, face and part of her back were 
burned; but the worst burns were to her 
hands and arms, up to where her sleeves 
were rolled up. 

She was airlifted to a German hospital in 
Stuttgart because the local hospitals were 
full with more seriously wounded patients. 

In all, Shaffer’s recovery took about four 
months, including care to her burn wounds, 
surgery and rehabilitation at Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center, the largest U.S. 
military hospital overseas. 

She has no lingering physical limitations, 
but to this day, she can’t go to air shows and 
the smell of jet fuel and burning hair trig¬ 
gers memories of the day. 

The Shaffers said they’re grateful for the 
medical care Laurie received and wished 
they could go back in time and thank the 
military doctors and nurses who tended to 
her. Kirt Shaffer said the EOD community, 
their spouses and the Air Force stepped 
in to help, with everything from financial 
help to meals to getting bumped to the top 
of the list for base housing. 

“While we were involved in a tragedy, 
we were the recipients of some wonderful 
camaraderie that is part of that military 
community,” Kirt Shaffer said. 

Marcus Kloeckner contributed to this story. 

svan.jennifer(I>stripes.com 

Twitter; @stripesktown 



A burning plane hits the ground after 
three Italian jets collided during a 1988 
air show at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 

events that unfolded three decades ago. 

One thing is for sure though: I will never 
forget how my parents became not only my 
heroes, but the heroes of those whose lives 
were changed that day. 

Aaron Knowies is a soidier who recently accepted 
an assignment with Stars and Stripes in Germany. 
knowles.aaron@stripes.com 
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PACIFIC _ 

Moon thrust into US-N. Korea stalemate 


By Kim Gamel and Yoo Kyong Chang 
Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The U.S.-North 
Korean nuclear stalemate has raised the 
stakes for a third summit between Presi¬ 
dent Moon Jae-in and Kim Jong Un that is 
expected to be held next month, Moon’s of¬ 
fice said Tuesday. 

The comments came amid media re¬ 
ports that President Donald Trump can¬ 
celed plans for his diplomat to travel to 
Pyongyang this week after Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo received a belligerent 
letter from the North Koreans. 

The South Korean president, who took 
office last year promising to improve rela¬ 
tions with the North, has been thrust into 
the role of mediator as talks between the 
US. and North Korea have stalled over the 
nuclear issue. 

The adversaries — who remain techni¬ 
cally at war after the 1950-53 conflict on 
the divided peninsula ended in an armi¬ 
stice instead of a peace treaty — have not 
made it easy. 

In the latest setback. Trump called off 
Pompeo’s trip to the North, tweeting that 
“I feel we are not making sufficient prog¬ 
ress with respect to the denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula.” 

He also accused China of pulling back 
its support for sanctions against the North 


because of its growing trade dispute with 
Washington. 

China’s Foreign Ministry rejected the 
claim, saying it was “irresponsible” and 
not based on facts. 

Pompeo had planned to travel to Pyong¬ 
yang with his newly appointed special 
envoy, Stephen Biegun. 

Trump made the decision after Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo received a bel¬ 
ligerent letter from senior North Korean 
official Kim Yong Choi, the Washington 
Post reported, citing two senior adminis¬ 
tration officials. 

The newspaper said the contents of the 
letter were unclear, but CNN later reported 
that it contained a warning that denuclear¬ 
ization talks were “again at stake and may 
fall apart.” 

CNN quoted three sources with direct 
knowledge of the development as saying 
Kim’s regime felt the process couldn’t move 
forward because the United States was not 
willing “to sign a peace treaty.” 

Moon’s office said the deadlock only in¬ 
creased the need for another inter-Korean 
summit, which is due to be held in Septem¬ 
ber. An exact date has not been set. 

The two sides also have not announced 
an agenda, but the cancellation of Pom¬ 
peo’s visit raised the likelihood that efforts 
to get the U.S.-North Korean talks back on 
track would be a key topic. 


“We expect the inter-Korean summit to 
play a role in breaking the deadlock and ex¬ 
panding the road,” presidential spokesman 
Kim Eui-kyeom told reporters on Tuesday, 
according to a transcript. 

“In that respect, we think President 
Moon Jae-in’s role will be greater.” 

Moon also stepped in by holding a sur¬ 
prise meeting with Kim in late May after 
Trump canceled plans for an unprecedent¬ 
ed U.S.-North Korean summit earlier this 
year. Trump reversed the decision after a 
flurry of diplomacy and met with Kim on 
June 12 in Singapore. 

The leaders pledged to “totally denucle¬ 
arize the Korean Peninsula” but included 
no specific commitments or timelines in 
the summit agreement, leading experts to 
predict the process would unravel. 

Trump, who suspended joint war games 
with South Korea in a concession to the 
North, wants an inventory of the North’s 
arsenal and other moves toward disman¬ 
tling its nuclear weapons program. 

Pyongyang, which has suspended nu¬ 
clear and missile tests along with other 
measures, is calling for a reciprocal pro¬ 
cess that includes the easing of economic 
sanctions and a formal end to the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

South Korea must balance its support 
for international sanctions and other US. 
pressure on the North with efforts to im¬ 


plement an agreement earlier this year to 
increase sports, cultural and economic ex¬ 
changes with the North. 

But a centerpiece of that effort — a joint 
liaison office in the North Korean border 
town of Kaesong that had been expected to 
be opened as early as this month — may be 
the first casualty of the latest tensions. 

“We believe there is a need to once again 
review the issue, since a new development 
has emerged,” Kim Eui-kyeom said in sep¬ 
arate remarks on Monday. 

Reflecting the optimism stemming 
from the first landmark summit between 
Moon and Kim Jong Un in the truce vil¬ 
lage of Panmunjom on April 27, Seoul said 
Tuesday it has earmarked a 14.3 percent 
increase in funding for inter-Korean coop¬ 
eration to about $990 million next year, ac¬ 
cording to the Yonhap News Agency. 

Moon is eager to maintain calm on the 
peninsula after tensions rose sharply last 
year, raising fears of another war. 

North Korea test-fired three intercon¬ 
tinental balhstic missiles and conducted 
its sixth and most powerful underground 
nuclear test. Trump responded with height¬ 
ened rhetoric and threats to unleash “fire 
and fury” and to “totally destroy” the North 
if forced to defend the US. and its allies. 
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Japan defense report calls for stronger alliance with US 


By Hana Kusumoto 
Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Strengthening 
Japan’s alliance with the United 
States is “more important than 
ever” as North Korea continues 
to pose a “serious and imminent 
threat,” says a Japanese defense 
report approved by the nation’s 
cabinet Tuesday. 

The annual “Defense of Japan” 
white paper promotes under¬ 
standing of Japanese policy, re¬ 
ports activities from the past year 
and lays out security policies and 
military activities of countries in 
the region as well as with the US. 
and Europe. 

This year’s document echoes 
concern expressed in past reports 
about North Korea and China. 

“Security challenges and de¬ 
stabilizing factors in the Asia- 
Pacific region including the area 
surrounding Japan are becoming 
more serious,” it states. 

North Korea continues to “pose 
an unprecedentedly serious and 
imminent threat” to Japan as it 
possesses hundreds of ballistic 
missiles and continues to advance 
its nuclear and ballistic missile 
technology. The North conducted 
its sixth and most powerful un¬ 
derground nuclear blast last Sep¬ 
tember and has launched dozens 
of ballistic missiles since 2016. 

“There is no change in our basic 
recognition concerning the threat 
of North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
and missiles,” the paper states. 

It notes the significance of an 
agreement reached at a historic 
June meeting in Singapore be¬ 
tween President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un to work toward a nucle¬ 
ar-free Korean Peninsula. 



Yasuo OsAKABE/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


An Air Force F-35A Lightning II assigned to the 34th Fighter 
Squadron departs Yokota Air Base, Japan, in February. 


North Korean missile tests 
have been suspended since April, 
but the white paper still express¬ 
es worry about Pyongyang’s ca¬ 
pabilities and says there is a need 
to monitor its actions. 

Guarding against China 

The report also expresses 
concerns about Chinese defense 
spending and growth in the com¬ 
munist country’s sea and air 
power. 

In August 2017, Chinese H-6 
bombers flew between Okina¬ 
wa’s main island and Miyako Is¬ 
land toward the Kii Peninsula. 
It marked the first time Chinese 
bombers had flown north toward 
Kyushu and Shikoku after flying 
between those islands. 

The defense paper highlighted 
China’s efforts to modernize its 
military and to turn the People’s 
Liberation Army into one of the 
world’s top fighting forces by the 
middle of the 21st century, as well 
as Beijing’s intent to “rapidly en¬ 


hance its military capabilities in 
accordance with its increasing 
national strength.” 

However, the report also noted 
that China is showing interest in 
initiatives to avoid unexpected 
and unintended clashes in the air 
and at sea. A hotline between the 
two countries was established in 
June for this reason. 

However, China continues to be 
a m^or concern in the region. 

“China’s rapid modernization 


of the PLA, enhancement of op¬ 
erational capabilities, and uni¬ 
lateral escalation of activities in 
areas close to Japan are generat¬ 
ing strong security concerns in 
the region and international com¬ 
munity,” the paper said. 

Stronger alliance 

Strengthening the US.-Japan 
alliance is “more important than 
ever” in a severe security envi¬ 
ronment, the report added. The 
deployment of the latest military 
equipment, such as advanced 
F-35B Lightning II stealth fight¬ 
ers at Marine Corps Air Station 
Iwakuni, shows firm commit¬ 
ment to the alliance by the U.S. 
and will contribute to the security 
of Japan and Asia Pacific region, 
the report states. 

The paper also discusses Ja¬ 
pan’s ballistic missile defense 
system and the introduction of 
the land-based Aegis Ashore sys¬ 
tem, which was approved by the 
cabinet in December. 

Japan hopes the system will 
improve the nation’s defense ca¬ 
pabilities, which already include 
a missile-interception system on 


Aegis-equipped destroyers and 
Patriot PAC-3 anti-missile batter¬ 
ies, the report states. 
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‘A true titan’ 


McCain, a champion of the US 
military, leaves a void on the 
national, international stage 



Matthew RoE/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Sen. John McCain talks to the then-commander of the U.S. forces in Iraq, Gen. David Petraeus, as they 
visit the popular Shrja market in central Baghdad on April 1, 2007. McCain charged that the American 
people were not getting a “full picture” of progress in the security crackdown in the Iraqi capital. 



Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and McCain, along with Maj. Gen. 
Richard R Mills, then-commander of the Regional Command 
Southwest and the commanding general of I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, make their way off the Patrol Base Jaker landing zone during 
a visit to Afghanistan on Nov. 11, 2010. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

A S a plane carrying a 
congressional delega¬ 
tion arrived in Iraq in 
August 2003, the aircraft 
was forced to make a corkscrew 
landing to avoid surface-to-air 
missiles. 

The lawmakers led by Sen. John 
McCain quickly realized the situ¬ 
ation there might not be “mission 
accomplished.” 

Forced to travel only in armored 
vehicles during their 36-hour visit 
to Baghdad, and their movement 
confined mostly to the protected 
Green Zone, their doubt grew. As 
the lawmakers listened to a pre¬ 
sentation from U.S. officials, they 
were jolted by the thud of an ex¬ 
plosion. A mile away, at the U.N. 
headquarters compound, a suicide 
bomber killed 22 people, includ¬ 
ing the chief of U.N. operations in 
Iraq. 

Later, a British colonel in Basra 
confirmed a sobering truth to Mc¬ 
Cain: The tide was turning against 
U.S.-led forces in the face of dete¬ 
riorating resources. 

That colonel’s words belied the 
“mission accomphshed” banner 
hung behind former President 
George W. Bush a few months ear¬ 
lier on the deck of the USS Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln. For years to come, it 
would fuel McCain’s urgent con¬ 
cerns, as he met with strategists 
and Pentagon officials and held 
congressional hearings. 

In 2007, McCain’s support for a 
troop surge in Iraq finally became 
a reality. 

“He would speak to everyone 
from commanding officers to pri¬ 
vates, and you could see that not 
only did everyone feel hke they 
could be straight with him but 
they had to be straight with him,” 
said Richard Fontaine, McCain’s 
national security adviser in the 
mid to late 2000s. “And that re¬ 
ally informed the way he thought 
about the wars.” 

It was classic McCain. 

The Arizona Republican and 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee developed a 
global network of contacts in his 
30-plus years in Congress and 
unmatched influence compared 
to many people in the upper ech¬ 
elons of US. leadership. 

Military protector 

In his time on Capitol Hill, Mc¬ 
Cain became a self-appointed pro¬ 
tector and watchdog of the U.S. 
military and a leading expert on 
national security issues. As a law¬ 
maker, he battled against military 
funding deficiencies and wasteful 
spending, took Pentagon leaders 
to task over a wide array of con¬ 
cerns, helped shape servicemem- 
bers’ roles in conflicts around the 
world and set new standards for 
the treatment of war detainees. 

“Senator McCain loved to spend 
time with those actually on the 
ground, at small-unit level, as well 
as with senior commanders and 
diplomats and host nation lead¬ 
ers,” retired Army Gen. David 
Petraeus said. “And he repeat¬ 


edly sought to get out to see situa¬ 
tions ‘outside the wire’ for himself 
— such as in the spring of 2007 
when he went on a patrol through 
Baghdad’s largest open-air market 
and talked to market shop owners, 
Iraqi citizens, Iraqi and U.S. sol¬ 
diers, etc.” 

Fontaine said he was espe¬ 
cially taken by McCain’s inter¬ 
actions with servicemembers of 
all ranks as they traveled to war 
zones around the world and how 
those conversations informed the 
way the senator thought about 
the wars. Sometimes, top leaders 
would say everything was going 
great, but servicemembers in the 
lower ranks would share a more 
realistic view, Fontaine noticed. 

That insight was a prerequisite 
for getting military strategies 
right, he said. 

In that light, the 2007 surge was 
a definitive move that helped sta¬ 
bilize security in Iraq. It also was 
an example of a series of moments 
when McCain took the less popu¬ 
lar stand, bucking the majority 
and doing what he thought was 
right for the mihtary, said Petrae¬ 
us, who led U.S. forces in Iraq at 
the time of the surge. 

That was apparent as McCain 
maintained support for the surge 
during his 2008 campaign for 
president, Petraeus noted. 

“Who can forget him explain¬ 
ing his steadfast support for the 
surge in Iraq while campaigning 
for president and saying, ‘I would 
rather lose an election than lose 
a war,”’ said Petraeus, chairman 
of the KKR Global Institute, a 
research subsidiary of New York 
global investment firm Kohlberg 
Kravis Roberts & Co. “And who 
has done more to ensure that our 
military units and our men and 
women in uniform have had the 
resources, weapons systems, indi¬ 
vidual kit, enabling capabilities ... 
and funding for readiness needed 
to be prepared for whatever has 
been required of them? His actions 
and example will long be held out 
as the gold standard of congres¬ 
sional service to, and oversight of, 
our military services and the De¬ 
fense Department.” 

Democratic ideals 

Eight days after his inaugura¬ 
tion, President Donald Trump’s 
tense phone call with Australian 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turn- 
bull was already triggering a dip¬ 
lomatic crisis between the United 
States and one of its oldest allies. 

Trump told Turnbull that a ref¬ 
ugee plan inherited from former 
President Barack Obama’s admin¬ 
istration was a “stupid deal.” 

McCain quickly reached out to 
Joe Hockey, the Australian am¬ 
bassador to the United States, to 


make clear that Trump did not 
speak for all Americans. 

“Australia is one of America’s 
oldest friends and staunchest ai¬ 
des,” McCain said in a statement, 
pointing to a critical alliance from 
World War I to the wars in Afghan¬ 
istan and Iraq. “We are united by 
ties of family and friendship, mu¬ 
tual interests and common values, 
and shared sacrifice in wartime.” 

McCain’s call to Hockey was 
picked up by dozens of news re¬ 
ports and appeared to defuse a 
tense episode with a key ally. 

“It let people in Australia know 
that we have three branches of 
government and people who are 
invested,” said Fontaine, presi¬ 
dent of the Washington think tank 
Center for New American Secu¬ 
rity. “Is there another senator 
who could have done all that? Who 
would have that kind of effect? It’s 
a testament” to McCain’s impact. 

A staunch advocate 

But less than six months after 
the Austrahan incident, McCain 
was diagnosed with brain cancer, 
threatening a void in Congress 
that transcended his position as 
chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. 

Fontaine said he was reminded 
of such a void at a recent event in 
Arizona for the McCain Institute 
for International Leadership. 

“I was talking to some folks who 
have been around him for a long 
time and I couldn’t think of anoth¬ 
er senator who has had this impact 
on policy in the last 30 years,” he 
said. 

Petraeus agrees. 

“Senator McCain has been a 
true titan — enormously knowl¬ 


edgeable, a Naval Academy gradu¬ 
ate from a family of distinguished 
naval officers, one with consid¬ 
erable personal experience and 
moral authority from his own time 
in uniform, followed by decades on 
the Armed Services Committee 
and tireless pursuit of firsthand 
observation through extensive 
travel to see our forces in combat 
and wherever else they are over¬ 
seas,” he said. “There truly is no 
one with remotely the same com¬ 
bination of experience, expertise, 
firsthand knowledge, hard-edged 
assessments and extensive rela¬ 
tionships around the world.” 

Todd Harrison, senior fellow 
and director of defense budget 
analysis for the Center for Stra¬ 
tegic and International Studies, a 
Washington think tank, said Mc¬ 


Cain’s leadership will be missed 
on Capitol Hill, particularly with 
the National Defense Authoriza¬ 
tion Act — the annual defense pol¬ 
icy plan also known as the NDAA. 

“I think Senator McCain has 
been a really powerful champion 
in the Senate for defense issues,” 
Harrison said during a December 
discussion with reporters. “And I 
think there’s several recent years 
that I think he singlehandedly 
forced the leadership in the Sen¬ 
ate to move ahead on the NDAA 
when it might not have otherwise 
been a priority for the leadership. 
... It’s not clear that there’s any¬ 
one else in the Senate that will fill 
that role, that will be that champi¬ 
on to make sure that defense bills 
get pushed through.” 

Kurt Volker, who runs the Mc¬ 
Cain Institute for International 
Leadership for Arizona State Uni¬ 
versity, said McCain played a key 
role striking a balance between 
the resources and demands facing 
the U.S. mihtary. 

Often, the United States sends 
the mihtary on a mission without 
resources, or on a mission that is 
SEE TITAN ON PAGE 7 


There truly is no one with remotely the same combination 
of experience, expertise, firsthand knowledge, hard-edged 
assessments and extensive relationships around the world. ^ ffjyl 

Army Gen. David Petraeus 
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Above: Retired Gen. David Petraeus talks with, from left, Sens. 

Joni Ernst, R-lowa, John McCain, R-Ariz., and Mike Rounds, R-S.D., 
before a Senate Armed Services Committee hearing in Washington 
in September 2015. Left: McCain promotes Marine Staff Sgt. 
Antonio Aburto during a ceremony at Camp Eggers in Kabul, 
A^hanistan, on July 4, 2010. 


Titan: Unclear which lawmaker will carry McCain mantle forward 
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not appropriate, or throws things at them 
and then tries to forget about it, Volker 
argued. 

But McCain “acted as a counterbalance 
to those bad tendencies,” said Volker, a for¬ 
mer State Department official. “It’s hard 
to think of someone who has done more 
in shaping the military the way it is today 
because of his role on the Armed Services 
Committee. You think about programs, you 
think about budget, you think about gener¬ 
als and admirals that he’s interacted with.... 
He has played an immense role.” 

Navy Secretary Richard Spencer agreed 
that McCain, a former Navy pilot, had a 
remarkable influence on the Navy and the 
Marines. 

“Senator McCain is a longtime and 
staunch advocate for a strong Navy and 
Marine Corps team, and his dedication to 
our country is without question. From his 
time in uniform to his time in the Senate, 
he remains unwavering in his support, and 
we are fortunate to have him in our corner,” 
Spencer said. “Known for his ability to focus 
on meaningful issues and provide guidance, 
he has been a lion in championing for na¬ 
tional security and the naval enterprise.” 

McCain fought for the ideals of democ¬ 
racy around the world and battled oppres¬ 
sion within dictatorships, former President 
George H.W. Bush said. 

His legacy will continue “by maintaining 
the world’s finest armed forces capable of 
defending the freedoms we hold so dear,” 
Bush said. And “by seeing more of our po¬ 
litical leaders standing by their principles 
while also seeking to reach across the politi¬ 
cal aisle to get the people’s work done.” 

After his defeat by President Barack 
Obama in the 2008 election, McCain went 
on to push for a new wave of mihtary efforts 
and reforms, such as increased defense 
spending, as he and his family simultane¬ 
ously launched the new McCain Institute in 
hopes of mentoring future leaders. 

McCain’s influence is also being seen 
through programs at the Naval Academy 
and elsewhere. For example, the Naval 
Academy hosts an annual McCain Confer¬ 
ence at its ethics leadership center in An¬ 
napolis, Md. And the McCain Institute hosts 
future leaders at its Washington home and 
at the annual Sedona Forum in Arizona. 

Volker said the McCain Institute remains 
a hving legacy to McCain and his family. 

The center, which was launched in 2012 
and has hosted events by McCain and his 



McCain 
listens to 
Haji Abdul 
Manaf, 
the Nawa 
District 
Governor, 
during a visit 
to Nawa, 
A^hanistan, 
in 2010. 

Courtesy of the 
U.S. Marine 
Corps 



Graham 


wife, Cindy, has grown to a student popu¬ 
lation represented today by more than 40 
countries, Volker said. It’s also grown in 
I studies, adding a coun¬ 
terterrorism program 
this year to existing 
concentrations in 
human rights, democ¬ 
racy, human traffick¬ 
ing and international 
I rule of law. 

“We’ve been grow- 
I ing like crazy,” Volker 
I said. “The institute 
has become a real way 
of taking some of the 
things that have been characteristic of Sen. 
McCain, Ms. McCain and the McCains over 
generations and finding ways to pay that 
forward.” 

The annual Munich 
Security Conference, 
which draws hundreds 
of international lead¬ 
ers to Germany each 
year, became a tradi¬ 
tional venue to host 
McCain’s critical take 
on the most urgent 
concerns facing the 
world. Congressional 
Thornberiy leaders on internation¬ 
al security issues are a big part of the con¬ 
ference, and McCain regularly attended. 

McCain was forced to miss the confer¬ 
ence in February, and his absence was 



sharply felt among his colleagues. 

“How sorely John McCain is missed,” for¬ 
mer California Democratic Rep. Jane Har¬ 


man, who had traveled 
on several congres¬ 
sional delegation trips 
with McCain, rose to 
tell the panel of law¬ 
makers. “His presence 
was instrumental in 
training generations 
of members of the U.S. 
Congress on foreign 
policy issues, and it re¬ 
ally feels different.” 

Sen. Sheldon White- 



Ernst 


house, D-R.I., agreed. 

“This is the first time I’ve been here that 
he has not spoken to 
us, and we miss him 
very, very dearly,” 

Whitehouse said. “He 
was a very strong 
voice, is a very strong 
voice for elected de¬ 
mocracy and market 
capitalism. The sys¬ 
tem we defend here, 
the West, stands upon 
elected democracy 
and market capitalism McSally 
as the two pillars.” 

As McCain battled brain cancer this sum¬ 
mer, it wasn’t clear who would take over his 
seat should he step down. There was talk in 



Arizona that perhaps McCain’s wife could 
be appointed in his place. 

Petraeus suggests there might be mem¬ 
bers on both sides of the pohtical aisle who 
could carry the McCain mission forward. 
Longtime McCain friend Sen. Lindsey Gra¬ 
ham, R-S.C., and Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.L, 
who are the senior member and the rank¬ 
ing Democrat on the Senate Armed Servic¬ 
es Committee, respectively, are among the 
lawmakers who stand out, Petraeus said. 

“Both are veterans and experienced sen¬ 
ators who are very astute on military and 
defense matters and who have been indefat¬ 
igable in traveling to Iraq, Afghanistan and 
a host of other locations where our forces 
are deployed to meet with our commanders 
and soldiers on the ground and to see things 
for themselves,” Petraeus said. 

Other members who could help carry 
on McCain’s efforts include Senate Armed 
Services Committee members Sens. Joni 
Ernst, R-Iowa, and Dan Sullivan, R-Alaska, 
military veterans who have traveled on nu¬ 
merous trips overseas with McCain in re¬ 
cent years, Petraeus said. 

Leaders of the House Armed Services 
Committee, including its chairman. Rep. 
Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, and its ranking 
Democrat, Rep. Adam Smith, of Washing¬ 
ton, could also work within the McCain vi¬ 
sion, Petraeus added. He also named a list 
of newer members of the committee, such 
as Reps. Martha McSally, R-Ariz.; Steve 
Russell, R-Okla.; and Mike Gallagher, R- 
Wis., as rising stars on the panel. 

Thornberry and Smith “are both very im¬ 
pressive as well, as are several other senior 
members of the HASC and a number of the 
post-9/11 military veterans on the HASC,” 
Petraeus said. 

Still, Fontaine worries there won’t be a 
lawmaker who can carry the McCain man¬ 
tle forward in the same fashion. He pointed 
to Graham as a possibility, for example, but 
concedes it’s not clear who could fill Mc¬ 
Cain’s role with the same level of passion, 
authority and leadership. 

“He’s really been the intellectual and polit¬ 
ical foreign policy leader on the Republican 
side for a long time, and there’s no obvious 
heir apparent to that. There is nobody with 
that Mnd of authority on national security 
matters,” Fontaine said. “He was a deal- 
maker and he was able to routinely ... bring 
people together to bridge some of the divide. 
And I am worried that we are losing one more 
bridge at a time when we could use it.” 

grfsales.claudfa@stripes.com 

Twitter: @cgrisales 
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McCain comes full 
circle with buriai 
at Navai Academy 



Doug Kapustin, Baltimore Sun/TNS 


From left, Adm. Jay L. Johnson, Chief of Naval Operations, Sen. John McCain III and outgoing 
Superintendent of the United States Naval Academy Adm. Charles R. Larson during change of command 
ceremonies in Annapolis in 1998. McCain will be buried near Larson, his close friend. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—When iconic 
politician and war hero Sen. John 
McCain died Saturday, the agony 
of loss hit the Larson family of 
Annapolis, Md., on several levels. 

For years, the Arizona Repub¬ 
lican said he wanted to be buried 
where it all began for him, at the 
Naval Academy cemetery, by his 
close friend. Navy Adm. Charles 
Larson, who died in 2014. 

This week, the Larson family, 
which includes his widow, sev¬ 
eral children and extended fam¬ 
ily, has faced a new reality that 
McCain’s promise to be buried 
alongside their patriarch has fi¬ 
nally arrived. 

“It’s been very sad for the fam¬ 
ily,” said Capt. Wesley Huey, a 
retired Naval Academy profes¬ 
sor married to Larson’s daughter 
Erica, who eulogized his father- 
in-law at his service. “What we’ve 
been feeling over the past couple 
of days is a sense of loss on three 
levels: a loss for a friend of the 
family, a sense of loss for Adm. 
Larson and a sense of loss for the 
nation.” 

McCain and Larson, though 
opposites in many ways, reflect¬ 
ed each other’s values when it 
came to service and putting na¬ 


tion above all else, Huey recalled. 
They were both sons and grand¬ 
sons of Navy four-star admirals. 

“We really do believe that Sen. 
McCain and Adm. Larson repre¬ 
sent what was the best of the na¬ 
tion, that feeling that they needed 
to do something important in ser¬ 
vice to the nation,” said Huey, a 
Naval Academy professor from 
2010 until his 2017 retirement. 
“Both of them did that in differ¬ 
ent ways. We have lost two pole 
stars, two guide stars in that gen¬ 
eration that felt strongly that they 
lived their lives as Americans, 
precisely as the Founding Fa¬ 
thers wanted American citizens 
to serve.” 

McCain said after Larson’s 
death in 2014 that he would be 
buried where it all started, in a 
plot very close to Larson. 

“When you zoom out and look 
at that decision, it really empha¬ 
sizes and reinforces the close¬ 
ness that they had,” Huey said. 
“Publicly, you didn’t know that 
they were that close, they didn’t 
get together often. But they would 
talk on occasion. And when they 
did get together, it was very clear 
they loved each other.” 

With his burial decision, Mc¬ 
Cain bypassed the pomp and 
circumstance of a burial at Ar¬ 
lington Cemetery by his father 


and grandfather. 

“I think it was a very powerful 
influence,” Huey said of McCain 
and Larson. “I think when they 
were making big decisions, they 
would either talk by phone or 
they would imagine what would 
the other person say to them.” 

When Larson passed, McCain 
honored Larson’s legacy and 
spoke of his service to the nation. 
In one of his favorite refrains 
shared with “every good sailor,” 
now being bestowed on McCain 
himself, he wished his friend 
“fair winds and following seas.” 

“I can think of no finer example 
of honorable service to our nation 
than the service Chuck Larson 
has provided so faithfully and so 
well for so many years,” McCain 
said at the time. “As the son and 


grandson of four-star admirals, I 
have long been accustomed to liv¬ 
ing in the large shadows cast by 
great men. It has been a privilege 
and an honor, as a young man and 
an old one, to serve in Chuck’s 
shadow.” 

McCain and Larson met at the 
Naval Academy in the 1950s. 

McCain’s partying ways and 
rebellious streak nearly ended his 
Naval career early, as he barely 
scraped by and graduated nearly 
at the bottom of his class. Larson, 
however, was a top performing 
student, who went on to become 
presidential aide and served two 
tours of duty as superintendent 
of the Naval Academy. He also 
became commander in chief of 
U.S. forces in the Pacific. He later 
retired from military life and en¬ 


tered civilian work in the defense 
industry. 

The two remained close even in 
their final years. 

McCain’s love for Larson was 
very apparent at his retirement 
party in 1988, Huey said. McCain 
honored his friend as a guest 
speaker at the festivities and 
brought an emotional touch. 

“When he started to talk about 
their relationship, he choked up,” 
Huey said. “You don’t often see 
that in people who speak publicly, 
they don’t betray that emotion. 
But it was obvious how much he 
meant to Senator McCain. There 
was clearly a friendship, a love 
between them.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Mattis: Pentagon says only 3 joint drills have officially been suspended 



Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP 


Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis, left, and Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, speak to reporters at the Pentagon on Tuesday. Mattis said 
the U.S. could resume joint military exercises in South Korea. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The Pentagon announced later that the 
cancellation of Ulchi Freedom Guardian, a 
command-and-control operation involving 
tens of thousands of troops and held an¬ 
nually since 1976, would save the Defense 
Department about $14 million. 

Mattis emphasized a decision about joint 
exercises with the South Koreans had not 
been made and the Pentagon would make a 
decision in consultation with the State De¬ 
partment, depending on how the negotia¬ 
tions develop with North Korea to end its 
nuclear program. 

But Mattis’ statement Tuesday comes as 
the United States and North Korea have 
shown little public evidence the talks have 
been constructive. Pompeo, for example, 
halted plans to visit Pyongyang this week 
for continued discussions with Kim’s re¬ 
gime. Trump announced Friday via Twit¬ 
ter that he was canceling the secretary of 
state’s trip because of insufficient “prog¬ 
ress with respect to the denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula.” 

Late Monday, The Washington Post re¬ 
ported a top North Korean official had 
sent a secret letter to Trump indicating the 
planned talks were unlikely to produce re¬ 
sults. The newspaper, citing two unnamed 
senior administration officials, described 
the letter as belligerent in tone. 

The next large-scale exercises on the 
schedule are the annual Key Resolve and 


Foal Eagle, massive simultaneous joint 
U.S.-South Korean defensive operations 
typically held in February. The exercises 
were postponed last year until April after 
the completion of the Winter Olympics and 


Paralympics in South Korea. North Korea 
has long described the exercises as “pro¬ 
vocative,” claiming they were yearly re¬ 
hearsals to invade the North. 

Pentagon officials, following Mattis’ 


news conference, said only three joint 
U.S.-South Korea military exercises — 
Ulchi Freedom Guardian and two Korean 
Marine Exchange Program operations 
— had been suspended officially. The Ex¬ 
change Program exercises test integration 
of American and South Korean aviation 
and ground forces, including live-fire 
combat exercise, according to a Pentagon 
description. 

Despite the halt in large, joint opera¬ 
tions, the roughly 28,500 American troops 
in South Korea have continued to train, 
said Marine Lt. Col. Chris Logan, a Penta¬ 
gon spokesman. 

Mattis declined to characterize the on¬ 
going denuclearization negotiations, re¬ 
ferring questions about the process to the 
State Department. 

He said holding joint exercises with the 
South Koreans should not be viewed as a 
provocation to the North Koreans, but he 
said he was not prepared to make a deci¬ 
sion about the operations. 

“I don’t have a crystal ball right now,” 
Mattis said. “Let’s see how the negotia¬ 
tions go. Even answering a question in that 
manner could influence the negotiations. 
Let’s let the negotiations, let the diplomats 
go forward. We all know the gravity of the 
issue they are dealing with.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Court nominee's 
surveillance views 
raise concerns 



Lorin Eleni Gill/AP 


Alex and Heather Apons and 5-month-old son, Etienne, walk around the home they are rebuilding in 
Santa Rosa, Calif., earlier this month. 

Homeowners struggle after fires 


By Lorin Eleni Gill 

Associated Press 

SANTA ROSA, Calif. — Con¬ 
struction crews have already put 
up the frame on Cheri Sharp’s 
new house, but she still questions 
whether rebuilding was the right 
choice after California’s most 
destructive wildfire took her old 
home in wine country nearly a 
year ago. 

She’s had to dip into retirement 
savings to cover a $300,000 short¬ 
fall in her homeowner’s insurance 
coverage. 

“We just kind of thought we 
were taken care of,” Sharp, 54, 
said about her insurance policy. “If 
I had to do it over again. I’d prob¬ 
ably change my mind and move.” 

The wind-whipped wildfire 
that tore through Northern Cali¬ 
fornia in October 2017, killing 
22 people and destroying more 
than 5,500 structures, left many 
people in Sharp’s position: under¬ 
insured and having to scramble 


for money to build a new home on 
their property. 

Santa Rosa was the hardest-hit 
city, with entire neighborhoods 
burned to ashes. But as of late 
August, only nine of nearly 2,700 
single-family homes lost here had 
been rebuilt, according to figures 
from the city’s permitting office. 
Another 520 or so were under 
construction. 

Many homeowners say they 
are locked in negotiations with 
insurance companies for addi¬ 
tional money to cover the cost of 
building a home at the edge of the 
San Francisco Bay Area, where 
a technology boom has sent 
home prices skyrocketing. That, 
coupled with competition among 
neighbors for construction crews 
and materials, has left many ho¬ 
meowners hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in the red. 

For Santa Rosa native Alex 
Apons, 34, the insurance short¬ 
fall on his home in the tidy Coffey 
Park neighborhood was $200,000. 


He and his wife wanted to stay be¬ 
cause they had a baby on the way 
and both have deep family roots in 
the area. They used every insur¬ 
ance dollar they received to pay 
off the mortgage of their 4-year- 
old home that burned. There was 
nothing left for a down payment 
on construction. 

“We had to drain our bank ac¬ 
count,” said Apons, now father 
to a 5-month-old boy, Etienne. 
“After everything is built, we’re 
looking at a monthly payment on 
that loan that’s $1,000 more than 
what our mortgage was before.” 

Other fire victims are still torn 
by indecision that has kept them 
from committing to a rebuild — 
do they stay and bear the costs or 
start over elsewhere? 

“The idea of leaving California 
is very hard, but on the other hand, 
I don’t know if I can recover from 
all the trauma of it without remov¬ 
ing myself from all the stimuli,” 
said Katherine Gaynor, 67, also a 
former Coffey Park resident. 


By Dan Sewell 
Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh 
has frequently supported giving 
the U.S. government wide latitude 
in the name of national security, 
including the secret collection of 
personal data from Americans. 

It’s a subject Democrats plan to 
grill Kavanaugh about during his 
confirmation hearings scheduled 
to begin next Tuesday. Beyond his 
writings as an appeals court judge, 
some senators suspect Kavanaugh 
was more involved in crafting 
counterterrorism pohcies during 
the George W. Bush administra¬ 
tion than he has let on. 

Kavanaugh stated in past con¬ 
gressional testimony that he 
wasn’t involved in such provoca¬ 
tive matters as warrantless sur¬ 
veillance and the treatment of 
enemy combatants in the years 
immediately after the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks. 

But legal experts say he could 
shift the court on national secu¬ 
rity issues, if he is confirmed to 
replace retired Justice Anthony 
Kennedy. 

Stephen Vladeck, a University 
of Texas law professor whose ex¬ 
pertise includes national security 
and counterterrorism, cites opin¬ 
ions he says show Kavanaugh “is 
a lot less willing (than Kennedy) 
to look at international law as a 
relevant source of authority and 
constraint.” He said on matters 
such as Guantanamo detention, 
Kavanaugh is “much more defer¬ 
ential to the executive branch in 
this context than Kennedy would 
have been.” 

Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio, 
calls Kavanaugh “incredibly 
well-qualified.” The former U.S. 
trade representative and White 


House budget director knows Ka¬ 
vanaugh from their time together 
in the Bush administration. 

“I think he’s in the mainstream 
with regard to these issues, and 
frankly, I don’t think it’s a differ¬ 
ence with any meaning between 
where he is and where the court 
is currently,” Portman said. 

Democrats facing an uphill 
battle in blocking Kavanaugh’s 
nomination have focused less 
on his judicial counterterrorism 
record than whether he misled 
senators about his role in Bush 
policies while testifying in 2006 
confirmation hearings. 

Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin and 
Vermont Sen. Pat Leahy are 
among Democrats who want to 
see more records from Kavana¬ 
ugh’s White House days, saying 
news media accounts after he 
was seated on the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Colum¬ 
bia raised new questions. 

White House spokesman R^ 
Shah said Durbin has been doing 
the misleading by taking Kavana¬ 
ugh’s answers out of context. 

“As several colleagues have 
stated, and Judge Kavanaugh ac¬ 
curately said in his 2006 testimo¬ 
ny, he was not involved in crafting 
legal policies that formed the 
rules governing detention of com¬ 
batants,” Shah said in an emailed 
statement. 

After meeting recently with 
Kavanaugh, Durbin said the 
judge “acknowledged that he was 
involved in conversations involv¬ 
ing enemy combatants.” 

Shah responded with a tweet 
saying Kavanaugh was truthful, 
and that the conversations Durbin 
referred to “were about pubhc liti¬ 
gation, not the legal framework or 
policies that formed the rules gov¬ 
erning detention of combatants.” 


‘We are totally happy,’ says paid Amazon worker on Twitter 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Amazon is tak¬ 
ing an out-of-the box approach to 
answering its critics — paying 
workers to be “ambassadors” and 
tweet full-time about how satis¬ 
fied they were at their jobs. 


One worker who Amazon says 
used to pack boxes at its ware¬ 
house in Jacksonville, Fla., tweet¬ 
ed about air circulation at the 
online retailer’s warehouse being 
“very good.” Plus, the worker 
whose account gives her name as 
Shauntrelle, says workers there 


get two 30-minute breaks during 
their 10-hour shifts, something 
she calls “a benefit.” 

Others on social media were 
skeptical of her cheery messages, 
calling her a bot. Shauntrelle re¬ 
sponded to them, too, even with 
a misspelling: “We are totally 


noraml and not bots and we are 
totally happy working for an 
amazing company.” 

The tweets are part of Amazon’s 
plan to fight back against nega¬ 
tive headlines and online chatter 
about poor working conditions 
at its warehouses. Workplace ex¬ 


perts say negative tweets can be 
a turnoff to potential employees 
who have more options during 
a strong economy. And Amazon 
will soon need to hire thousands 
of temporary warehouse workers 
to pack boxes during the hectic 
holiday shopping season. 
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Gunman 'clearly targeted other gamers' in Fla. 


Suspect twice hospitalized for mental illness 


Associated Press 

BALTIMORE — The suspect in a deadly shoot¬ 
ing at a Florida video game tournament had 
previously been hospitahzed for mental illness, 
according to court records in his home state of 
Maryland reviewed by The Associated Press. 

Divorce filings from the parents of David Katz, 
24, of Baltimore say that as an adolescent, he was 
twice hospitahzed in psychiatric facilities and 
was prescribed antipsychotic and antidepressant 
medications. 

The records show Katz’s parents disagreed 
on how to care for their troubled son, with his 
father claiming his estranged wife was exag¬ 
gerating symptoms of mental illness as part of 
their long and bitter custody battle. The couple 
divorced in 2007. 

Katz opened fire Sunday at a gaming bar inside 
a coUection of restaurants and shops in Jackson¬ 
ville. He kiUed two people and wounded 10 others 
before fatally shooting himself during the “Mad¬ 
den NFL 19” tournament, authorities said. 

JacksonviUe Sheriff Mike Williams has declined 
to comment on the gunman’s motive. 

The suspect’s father, Richard Katz, of Balti¬ 
more, and his mother, Elizabeth Katz, of Columbia, 
Md., did not respond to phone messages Sunday or 
Monday. Efforts by the AP to reach them at their 
homes were also unsuccessful. 

The Howard County, Md., divorce fihngs say 
David Katz played video games obsessively as a 


young adolescent, often refusing to go to school 
or to bathe. Elizabeth Katz, a toxicologist at the 
Department of Agriculture, said she confiscated 
some of her son’s gaming equipment after finding 
him playing in the wee hours. 

“His hair would very often go unwashed for 
days. When I took his gaming equipment control¬ 
lers away so he couldn’t play at 3 or 4 in the morn¬ 
ing, I’d get up and find that he was just walking 
around the house in circles,” the mother said, ac¬ 
cording to a transcript in the court files. 

At one point, she put his gaming controllers in 
her bedroom behind a locked door, and he punched 
a hole in the door, she said. 

Elizabeth Katz said her youngest son had in¬ 
creasing difficulty concentrating following his 
parents’ split. A judge awarded custody of the boy 
to his mother, with visitation rights to the father. 

At times, David “curled up into a ball,” refused 
to attend school and sobbed, she said. She asserted 
that her ex-husband instructed David not to take 
Risperidal — an anti-psychotic medication pre¬ 
scribed to him. The father claimed in court fihngs 
that David was not “diagnosed as psychotic.” 

He missed large stretches of school while under 
his mother’s supervision. He was admitted to the 
nearby Sheppard Pratt mental health system for 
about 12 days in late 2007. Court documents say a 
psychiatrist at that time administered antidepres¬ 
sants. He later spent about 13 days at Potomac 
Ridge, a mental health services facility in Rock- 
viUe, Md. 


By Russ Bynum 
Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — A 
California man who played video 
games to earn money for college 
and a West Virginian whose e- 
sports winnings helped support 
his young family were slain at a 
Florida tournament where a gun¬ 
man specifically targeted fellow 
gamers, authorities said Monday. 

David Katz, 24, of Baltimore fa¬ 
tally shot himself after killing the 
two men and wounding 10 others 
Sunday inside a pizzeria and bar 
that were hosting a “Madden NFL 
19” tournament. Katz was among 
about 130 gamers attending the 
competition at a mall in Jackson¬ 
ville, Fla. 

Court records in Maryland re¬ 
viewed by The Associated Press 
show Katz had previously been 
hospitahzed for mental iUness. 

Katz carried two handguns, in¬ 
cluding one equipped with a laser 
sight, into the tournament venue 
but fired only one of them, Jack¬ 
sonville Sheriff Mike Williams 
told a news conference Monday. 
He said surveillance video re¬ 
vealed Katz was the only shooter, 
but his motive remains unknown. 

“The suspect clearly targeted 
other gamers who were in the 
back room” of the pizzeria, Wil¬ 
liams said. “The suspect walked 
past patrons who were in other 
parts of the business and focused 
his attention on the gamers.” 

Investigators determined Katz 
bought both guns in Baltimore 
within the past month. But Wil¬ 


liams said there’s no indication 
he planned the shooting before 
Sunday. 

In a statement Monday evening 
FA Sports CEO Andrew Wilson 


said he is canceling the remaining 
qualifier events to focus on safety. 

“We have made a decision to 
cancel our three remaining Mad¬ 
den Classic qualifier events while 


we run a comprehensive review of 
safety protocols for competitors 
and spectators.” 

The sheriff had previously said 
nine people were wounded by gun¬ 


fire but told reporters Monday the 
total was 10. All of them, he said, 
were expected to recover. 

The sheriff’s office identified 
the dead as Elijah Clayton, 22, of 
Woodland Hills, Calif, and Taylor 
Robertson, 28, of Giles, W.Va. 

Clayton’s parents and other rela¬ 
tives gathered outside pohce head¬ 
quarters Monday in Jacksonville 
to give a brief statement. A cousin, 
Brandi Pettijohn, said the family 
was “devastated by yet another 
senseless act of gun violence.” She 
said Clayton was a good, peaceful 
man who never had a fistfight. 

“He loved football, and out of 
all the videogames he could play, 
he settled on and mastered ‘Mad¬ 
den,’” Pettijohn said. “He made a 
good living gaming, and he saved 
his earnings so he could afford 
to go to college to continue his 
education.” 

Robertson, who used the gamer 
tag “Spotmeplzzz,” won the Mad¬ 
den Classic tournament in 2016. 
In a YouTube interview pubhshed 
by EA Sports, Robertson said he 
had played Madden NFL since he 
was 10 and started playing com¬ 
petitively a few years ago. 

“It’s certainly possible for any 
player to do this,” Robertson 
said in the video. “You’ve just got 
to put in the time. You’ve got to 
grind. You’ve got to play a lot of 
games and just working on getting 
better.” 

Fellow gamers described Rob¬ 
ertson as a family man dedicated 
to his wife and children. 



Erin Hooley, Chicago Tribune/AP 


Amber Ayala, who lost siblings in a fatal fire, hugs a wooden cross at 
the scene in Chicago on Sunday. 


Judge: No posting of online 
plans for making 3D guns 


Officials 
seek cause 
of blaze in 
Chicago 

By Don Babwin 
Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Investigators 
seeking the cause of Chicago’s 
deadliest fire in well over a de¬ 
cade were searching the porch 
area where the blaze started for 
evidence of fireworks, cigarettes 
or other smoking materials, a fire 
official said Monday. 

Fire department spokesman 
Larry Langford said children 
had been known to have set off 
fireworks from the porch of the 
Southwest Side apartment that 
caught fire before dawn on Sun¬ 
day, killing seven children and 
two adults. People had also used 
the spot to smoke cigarettes, he 
said. 

Although investigators haven’t 
determined what caused the fire, 
they don’t think it was deliber¬ 
ately set and they have ruled out 
any problems with the building’s 
electrical wiring, Langford said. 
He also said it quickly became 
clear that the lack of any working 
smoke detectors turned the fire 
deadly. 


“Because of where it started, 
(on the rear porch of a rear build¬ 
ing), if they had at least one smoke 
detector, they would have woken 
up and walked out the front door,” 
Langford said. “They could have 
grabbed everyone and made it out 
a stairway and outside (because) 
they had a clear shot at the front 
door.” 

Investigators believe some 
of the kids who were killed in 
the fire were at the home for a 
sleepover, he said. 

The Cook County Medical Ex¬ 
aminer’s Office on Monday public¬ 
ly identified three of the children 


who were killed as Amaya Alma- 
raz, 3 months, Giovanni Monar- 
rez, 10, and Victor Mendoza, 16. 
All three were listed as residents 
of the block where the fire oc¬ 
curred but, per office policy, their 
exact addresses were not listed. 

By Monday night, the medical 
examiner also said Cesar Con¬ 
treras, 14, had died, bringing the 
total deaths to nine. Another boy, 
also 14, remained hospitalized, 
and officials said his condition 
was too critical for investiga¬ 
tors to interview him about what 
happened. 


By Martha Bellisle 

Associated Press 

A U.S. judge in Seattle blocked 
the Trump administration Mon¬ 
day from allowing a Texas com¬ 
pany to post online plans for 
making untraceable 3D guns, 
agreeing with 19 states and the 
District of Columbia that such 
access to the plastic guns would 
pose a security risk. 

The states sued to stop an 
agreement that the government 
had reached with Austin, Texas- 
based Defense Distributed, say¬ 
ing guidelines on how to print 
undetectable plastic guns could be 
acquired by felons or terrorists. 

U.S. District Judge Robert 
Lasnik extended a temporary 
restraining order, and his new 
decision will last until the case 
is resolved. He said Cody Wilson, 
owner of Defense Distributed, 
wanted to post the plans online 
so that citizens can arm them¬ 
selves without having to deal 
with licenses, serial numbers and 
registrations. 

Wilson has said that “govern¬ 
ments should live in fear of their 
citizenry.” 

“It is the untraceable and un¬ 
detectable nature of these small 
firearms that poses a unique dan¬ 
ger,” Lasnik said. “Promising to 


detect the undetectable while at 
the same time removing a sig¬ 
nificant regulatory hurdle to the 
proliferation of these weapons 
— both domestically and inter¬ 
nationally — rings hollow and in 
no way ameliorates, much less 
avoids, the harms that are likely 
to befall the states if an injunction 
is not issued.” 

The State Department had 
reached the settlement with the 
company after the agency re¬ 
moved the 3D gun-making plans 
from a list of weapons or techni¬ 
cal data that cannot be exported 
overseas. 

The states argued that the fed¬ 
eral agency didn’t follow the law 
when it removed 3D guns from 
the munitions list. They said the 
government was supposed to noti¬ 
fy Congress and provide a 30-day 
window before making a change 
to that list, but it did not. 

Lasnik criticized the govern¬ 
ment for switching its position on 
the threat posed by the 3D gun¬ 
making plans. 

Up until April, the govern¬ 
ment argued that distribution of 
the guidelines “posed a threat 
to world peace and the security 
and foreign policy of the United 
States,” the judge said. 
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Despite economy, many in 
US still struggle to get by 


By Sarah Skidmore Sell 

Associated Press 

Despite a strong economy, about 40 percent of 
American families struggled to meet at least one of 
their basic needs last year, including paying for food, 
health care, housing or utilities. 

That’s according to an Urban Institute survey of 
nearly 7,600 adults that found that the difficulties 
were most prevalent among adults with lower in¬ 
comes or health issues. But it also revealed that peo¬ 
ple from all walks of life were running into similar 
hardships. 

The findings issued Tuesday by the nonprofit re¬ 
search organization highlight the financial strains 
experienced by many Americans in an otherwise 
strong economy. 

The average unemployment rate for 2017 was 4.4 
percent, a low that followed years of decline. But hav¬ 
ing a job doesn’t ensure families will be able to meet 
their basic needs, said Michael Karpman, one of the 
study’s authors. Among the households with at least 
one working adult, more than 30 percent reported 
hardship. 

“Economic growth and low unemployment alone 
do not ensure everyone can meet their basic needs,” 
the authors wrote. 

Food insecurity was the most common challenge: 
More than 23 percent of households struggled to feed 
their family at some point during the year. That was 
followed by problems paying a family medical bill, 
reported by about 18 percent. 

Additionally, roughly 13 percent of families missed 
a utility bill payment at some point during the year. 
And 10 percent of families either didn’t pay the full 
amount of their rent or mortgage, or they paid it late. 

While startling data to some, it comes as no sur¬ 
prise to those who are struggling to get by. 

Debra Poppelaars of Nashville, Tenn., underwent 
spinal fusion surgery last fall and was diagnosed 
with breast cancer shortly thereafter. Although she 
is insured, she owes roughly $19,000 for her portion 
of the medical bills. 

Between disability, a job change and the mounting 
debt, she hasn’t been able to make ends meet and is 
now facing bankruptcy. 

“It’s very hard at 64 years old, I look back and think 



Brynn Anderson/AP 


Nectarines, plums, mangos and peaches are 
marked at a fruit stand in a grocery store in 
Aventura, Fla. A new study finds that many U.S. 
households suffered from food insecurity last year. 

I am in this position and I should be able to retire,” 
she said. 

Jerri Wood of Renton, Wash., said she makes choic¬ 
es each month to pay one bill instead of another as 
she struggles to pay for her health care. Wood has 
lived for years with a brain tumor that requires regu¬ 
lar monitoring and was recently diagnosed with dia¬ 
betes that she takes insulin to manage. 

Rising costs for her care, even with insurance, 
have her juggling bills to get by — such as paying her 
cellphone or electricity bill one month and not the 
next. And she still feels like one of the lucky ones as 
she is able to survive. 

The Urban Institute survey comes at a time when 
lawmakers are considering cuts to some safety-net 
programs, such as Medicaid, SNAP and housing 
assistance. 

The researchers said that lawmakers run the risk 
of increasing the rate of hardship if they reduce sup¬ 
port services. 

It is the first study on the subject by the Wash¬ 
ington, D.C.-based organization, which looks at eco¬ 
nomic and social policy issues. The institute plans to 
conduct the study every year to track the well-being 
of families as the economy and safety net systems 
evolve. 


United to charge extra for 
seats near front of plane 


By Hugo Martin 

Los Angeles Times 

Not every economy seat is cre¬ 
ated equal. 

Starting later this year. United 
Airlines plans to charge an extra 
fee for economy seats that are 
near the front of the plane but oth¬ 
erwise look and feel like any other 
coach seat. 

United Airlines President Scott 
Kirby discussed the new fee last 
week with reporters at the Inter¬ 
national Aviation Forecast Sum¬ 
mit in Denver. 

“We’ve got ‘Economy Plus’ 
today, which has more legroom, 
but there are also rows that don’t 
have more legroom but they are at 
the front of the airplane,” he told 
the travel website Skift. “We are 
now going to let those people se¬ 
lect those seats as well for a fee.” 

Economy Plus seats offer up to 5 
more inches of legroom than reg¬ 
ular economy seats. Behind those 
seats are a row of seats that the 
airline will call “select standard” 
economy seats because they are 
closer to the front of the plane. 

United spokeswoman Maddie 
King confirmed that the new fee 
will be introduced this year, al¬ 
though she said the airline has yet 
to disclose the amount of the fee 
or how many seats would be des¬ 
ignated select standard economy 
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seats. 

Not everyone has to pay the 
fee. Passengers who are Corpo¬ 
rate Preferred Elite Customers, a 
designation given to top corporate 
fliers, and passengers who have 
achieved the United MileagePlus 
Premier status in the airline’s 
loyalty reward program can book 
the select standard economy seats 
without an additional charge. 
King said. 

American Airlines and Delta 
Air Lines already charge an extra 
fee to book the most desirable 
economy seats. 


1 EXCHANGE RATES 1 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Aug. 29). 

Dollar buys (Aug. 29). 

British pound (Aug. 29). 

Japanese yen (Aug. 29). 

South Korean won (Aug. 29) 
Commercial rate 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.$1.2019 

.€0.832 

.$1.33 

.108.00 

.1,081.00 

!S 

.0.3771 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

.$1.2922 

. 1.2905 

china (Yuan). 

.6.8011 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

. 6.3571 

.17.8891 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

$1.17317.8524 
.7.8496 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

276 05 

.3.6189 

.111.01 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

. 0.3027 

ZIIZ... b.29 

.3.64 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.3.7502 

. 1.3609 

. 1,105.13 

.0.9748 

.32.51 

Tiirkev fLiraJ. 

. 6.2081 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Prime rate 

5 00 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate.. 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 

2 50 

1 92 

2 08 
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VA mishandling of sexual trauma claims under fire 


Leader of Ws electronic 
health records project quits 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Some law¬ 
makers and veterans advocates 
are calling for more change to 
how the Department of Veterans 
Affairs handles claims of sexual 
trauma in the mihtary after it 
was discovered the agency denied 
benefits to hundreds of veterans 
without due diligence. 

The VA receives about 12,000 
claims each year from veterans 
who say they suffered from post- 
traumatic stress disorder related 
to a sexual assault that occurred 
during their military service. 
The VA Office of Inspector Gen¬ 
eral reported last week that the 
VA mishandled 1,300 of those 
claims during a five-month period 
last year, meaning veterans who 
could’ve been ehgible for benefits 
were denied them. 

The inspector general asked 
the VA to audit all the claims it 
rejected during fiscal year 2017 
and correct any mistakes. The VA 
agreed to finish the audit by Sep¬ 
tember 2019. 

However, some lawmakers, the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
law firm of Bergmann & Moore, 
which represents veterans who 
filed disability claims, think the 
VA should do more. 

“In our opinion, this is not 
enough,” 11 House lawmakers 
wrote Monday. 

The lawmakers — led by Rep. 
Annie Kuster, D-N.H. — sent two 
letters Monday, one urging VA Sec¬ 
retary Robert Wilkie to do more to 
fix the problems and another ask¬ 
ing Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn. — the 
chairman of the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs — to schedule 
a hearing on the issue. 

“In an environment where 
survivors often refuse to report 
sexual assaults for fear of retali¬ 
ation, the VA’s apparent inability 
to fairly treat these claims risks 
revictimizing survivors,” they 
wrote to Wilkie. “You must instill 
confidence for survivors by imme¬ 
diately working to resolve these 
issues.” 

The House members request¬ 
ed the VA review denied claims 
going back to 2012. They argued 
an employee manual for han¬ 
dling military sexual trauma, or 
MST, claims has contained er¬ 
rors since that year. 

Glenn Bergmann, an attor¬ 


ney and partner at Bergmann & 
Moore, issued a statement follow¬ 
ing the IG report, frustrated the VA 
was asked only to review claims 
from fiscal 2017. He wants the VA 
to correct 
mistakes as 
far back as 
2011. That 
year, the VA 
implement¬ 
ed rules 
that were 
supposed 
to ease re¬ 
quirements 
and afford 
Wilkie liberal con¬ 

sideration to 
claims related to military sexual 
trauma. 

Often, evidence is difficult to 
find for sexual assaults in the 
military because many of them 
are not reported and victims don’t 
seek immediate medical care, the 
IG reported. 

“Veterans 
and veteran 
advocates 
are outraged 
that VA will 
only review 
one year of 
claims mis¬ 
handled by 
VA,” Berg¬ 
mann said. 
“The fair and 
responsible 
remedy is for VA to review all of 
the approximately 40,000 poten¬ 
tial PTSD/military sexual trauma 
claim denials since VA adopted a 
new policy in 2011.” 

The VFW wants the VA to go 
even further. 

The group 
issued a 
statement 
asking the 
VA to re¬ 
view denied 
claims going 
back 10 
years. The 
VA should 
also contact 
veterans 
who were 
rejected benefits, notifying them 
they can go to the VA for a new de¬ 
cision, the VFW said. 

“ VA Undersecretary of Benefits 
Paul Lawrence needs to quickly 
address this issue in a proactive 
manner,” VFW National Com¬ 


mander B.J. Lawrence said in a 
statement. “That includes hold¬ 
ing employees and their manag¬ 
ers accountable as needed and 
fixing what needs to be fixed so 
that no veteran is ever denied the 
care, programs and services they 
earned and deserve.” 

Claims for military sexual 
trauma used to be handled by VA 
representatives with specialized 
training — a practice that ended 
in 2016. Now, representatives who 
“do not have the experience or ex¬ 
pertise” to process claims for sex¬ 
ual trauma are tasked with doing 
so, the IG reported. 

The inspector general’s office 
said it asked the VA to audit re¬ 
jected claims only from fiscal year 
2017 because inspectors found 
more errors were made after that 
change. 

“[The VA] required employees 
on special operations teams to 
process [military sexual trauma]- 
related claims. (This) staff de¬ 
veloped subject matter expertise 
on these highly sensitive claims 
due to focused training and rep¬ 
etition,” the inspector general’s of¬ 
fice explained following its report. 
“We deemed that there was less 
risk for errors when (this) special¬ 
ized staff processed MST-related 
claims; therefore, we did not make 
a recommendation to review deni¬ 
als prior to (fiscal year) 2017.” 

In its report, the inspector gen¬ 
eral noted the audit would mean a 
“significant amount of rework” for 
VA employees. 

In addition to asking the VA to 
review more years of rejected 
claims, the 11 House lawmakers 
Monday added numerous other 
steps that they thought Wilkie 
should take, including holding 
a national summit about how to 
handle claims of military sexual 
trauma. 

To Roe, the group of lawmakers 
wrote that the House Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs should quick¬ 
ly follow up on the report with a 
hearing. 

“We are writing you to ask for 
a full committee hearing as soon 
as possible to follow up on this 
report,” they wrote. “We want to 
ensure that it is clear the needs 
of (military sexual trauma) sur¬ 
vivors are a priority at VA and 
ensure key items are addressed. 
Getting this right for MST survi¬ 
vors is crucial.” 

Tiffany Haverly, Roe’s commu- 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The 
person selected to lead a mul- 
tibillion-dollar overhaul of 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs’ electronic health re¬ 
cords resigned Friday, only 
one month after taking the job, 
leaving one lawmaker con¬ 
cerned about “deteriorating 
and rudderless” leadership on 
the massive project. 

In May, the VA signed a 10- 
year, $10 bilhon contract with 
Kansas City, Mo.-based Corner 
Corp. to replace its antiquated 
electronic health record sys¬ 
tem — a project intended to 
allow veterans to track their 
care through the VA, Depart¬ 
ment of Defense and private 
medical providers. During his 
confirmation process, Wilkie 
named the project as one of his 
top priorities for the agency. 

The VA established a new of¬ 
fice in July to manage the over¬ 
haul and selected Genevieve 
Morris to lead it. She resigned 
Friday, citing differences with 
VA leadership. 

“Over the last few weeks, it 
has become clear to me that 
VA’s leadership intends to take 
the (electronic health record) 
modernization in a different di¬ 
rection than we were headed,” 
Morris wrote in a resignation 
letter that she posted to Twitter. 
“[Sjince my service as [chief 
health information officer] was 
always intended to be an inter¬ 
im solution, I am offering my 
resignation to the administra¬ 
tion effective immediately.” 

In response, VA Secretary 
Robert Wilkie thanked Mor¬ 
ris for her service and named 
a new leader for the project 
— John Windom, who worked 
with Morris as the execu¬ 
tive director for the Office of 


nications director, said the com¬ 
mittee would request a briefing 
on the issue from Paul Lawrence, 
the VA undersecretary of benefits. 


Electronic Health Record 
Modernization. 

“VA will benefit from John’s 
strong background on this 
project, as it begins the transi¬ 
tion to the new system for the 
benefit of veterans’ care in the 
future,” Wilkie said Monday in 
a statement. 

The leadership change 
prompted worry from Rep. Jim 
Banks, R-Ind., who is chair¬ 
man of a new congressional 
subcommittee tasked with 
overseeing VA technology. The 
subcommittee’s first hearing is 
scheduled for Sept. 13. 

In a letter to Wilkie on Fri¬ 
day, Banks wrote he was con¬ 
cerned about vacancies in the 
Office of Electronic Health 
Record Modernization. Banks 
has been unable to meet with 
VA officials who are leading 
the project. 

“It would be a tragedy for the 
program to be undermined by 
personality conflicts and bu¬ 
reaucratic power struggles be¬ 
fore it even begins in earnest,” 
Banks wrote. “I am dedicated 
to pursuing a constructive 
oversight agenda to encourage 
VA to make the right decisions, 
but any engagement is difficult 
without stable leadership.” 

Banks said Morris’ depar¬ 
ture came at a critical point 
in the project, when the VA is 
“making the most pivotal deci¬ 
sions” about the new system’s 
design. He asked Wilkie to send 
him an organizational chart of 
people who work in the Office 
of Electronic Health Record 
Modernization by Sept. 7. 

VA Press Secretary Curt 
Cashour said the VA appreci¬ 
ates Banks’ views and would 
respond to him directly. 

wentling.nikkidJstripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


After that briefing. Roe would de¬ 
cide what to do next, she said. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Nearly 3K deaths in Puerto Rico linked to Maria 


Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — An 
estimated 2,975 people died in the 
six months after Hurricane Maria 
as a result of the storm, with the 
elderly and impoverished most af¬ 
fected, according to a long-awaited 
independent study ordered by the 
US. territory’s government that 
was released Tuesday. 

The findings contrast sharply 
with the official death toll of 64 
and are about double the govern¬ 
ment’s previous interim estimate 
of 1,400 deaths. 

Researchers with The Milken 
Institute School of Public Health 


at George Washington Univer¬ 
sity said the official death count 
from the Category 4 storm that 
hit on Sept. 20 was low in part be¬ 
cause physicians were not trained 
on how to certify deaths after a 
disaster. 

There was a 22 percent overall 
increase in the number of deaths 
from September 2017 to February 
2018 compared to previous years 
in the same time period, Lynn 
Goldman, dean of the institute, 
told reporters. 

“We are hopeful that the gov¬ 
ernment will accept this as an of¬ 
ficial death toll,” she said. 

The study noted that mortality 


in Puerto Rico had been slowly 
decreasing since 2010 but spiked 
after the hurricane. About 40 
percent of Puerto Rico’s 78 mu¬ 
nicipalities saw a significantly 
higher number of deaths in the six 
months after the storm compared 
with the previous two years, re¬ 
searchers said. 

These municipalities were lo¬ 
cated mostly in the island’s north¬ 
east and southwest regions. 

Researchers found that the risk 
of death was 45 percent higher for 
those living in impoverished com¬ 
munities, and that men older than 
65 saw a continuous elevated risk 
of death. 



Ramon Espinosa/AP 


A Puerto Rican national flag is mounted on the debris of a damaged 
home in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria in the seaside slum of La 
Perla, San Juan, Puerto Rico, last October. 
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UN details possible war crimes in Yemen 


By Jamey Keaten 
Associated Press 

GENEVA — Three experts working for 
the U.N.’s top human rights body say the 
governments of Yemen, the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia may have been 
responsible for war crimes including rape, 
torture, disappearances and “deprivation 
of the right to life” during 3y2 years of es¬ 
calated fighting against rebels in Yemen. 

In their first report for the Human 
Rights Council, the experts also point to 
possible crimes by rebel Shiite militia in 
Yemen, who have been fighting the Saudi- 
led coalition and Yemen’s government in a 
civil war since March 2015. 

The experts have also chronicled the 
damages from coalition airstrikes, the sin¬ 
gle most lethal force in the fighting, over 
the last year. 

They urged the international community 


to “refrain from providing arms that could 
be used in the conflict”— an apparent ref¬ 
erence to countries including the United 
States and Britain that help arm the Saudi- 
led coalition, as well as Iran, which the co¬ 
alition has accused of arming the Houthis. 

The experts visited some but not all parts 
of Yemen as they compiled the report. 

“(We have) reasonable grounds to believe 
that the governments of Yemen, the United 
Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia are re¬ 
sponsible for human rights violations,” the 
report said. It cited violations including 
unlawful “deprivation of the right to life,” 
arbitrary detention, rape, torture, enforced 
disappearances and child recruitment. 

Saudi, Emirati and Yemen officials did 
not immediately respond to requests for 
comment Tuesday. 

The Associated Press reported last year 
that the UAE and its allied militias were 
running a network of secret detention fa¬ 


cilities, beyond the control of Yemeni gov¬ 
ernment. In June, the AP revealed that 
hundreds of detainees had been subjected 
to sexual abuse and torture. 

The U.N. report accused the “de facto 
authorities” — an allusion to rebel lead¬ 
ers that control some of the country’s most 
populated western and northern areas—of 
crimes including arbitrary detentions, tor¬ 
ture and child recruitment. Human rights 
advocates have faulted the Houthis for lay¬ 
ing land mines and targeting religious mi¬ 
norities and imprisoned opponents. 

Kamel Jendoubi, a Tunisian human 
rights advocate who chaired the group of 
experts, said they compiled a “confidential 
list” of people suspected of committing in¬ 
ternational crimes, which was being hand¬ 
ed over to the office of the U.N. human 
rights chief on Tuesday. His team refused 
to indicate how many or which people or 
groups were on the list — whether on the 


government or rebel sides. 

“Despite the gravity of the situation, we 
still note a total disdain for the suffering of 
the Yemeni people,” Jendoubi told report¬ 
ers in a briefing on the report Tuesday. 
“This crisis reached its peak with light ap¬ 
pearing at the end of the tunnel. This con¬ 
flict has in effect fallen into the void.” 

Since March last year, the U.N.’s hu¬ 
manitarian aid agency has said Yemen — 
already the Arab world’s poorest country 
— is facing the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis. The report says three-fourths of its 
population of over 29 million need humani¬ 
tarian assistance. The war has devastated 
the country’s health system and provided 
the breeding grounds for the world’s larg¬ 
est cholera outbreak last year. 

The experts cited some 6,475 deaths 
from the conflict between March 2015 and 
June this year, but said the “real figure is 
likely to be significantly higher.” 



Jens Meyer/AP 


Protesters light fireworks during a far-right demonstration in Chemnitz, Germany, on Monday. 

German police face criticism in 
wake of violent far-right protest 


By Frank Jordans 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — German police and security officials 
faced criticism Tuesday following violence during a 
far-right protest in the eastern city of Chemnitz that 
left at least six people injured. 

The protest late Monday, sparked by the killing 
of a 35-year-old German man in an altercation with 
migrants over the weekend, erupted into clashes be¬ 
tween neo-Nazis and left-wing counterprotesters. 

The German news agency dpa reported that 
Chemnitz police acknowledged having mobilized too 
few officers for the demonstration. Footage showed 
officers struggling to prevent far-right protesters 
breaking through police lines. The protesters also 
performed Nazi salutes and chanted “the national 
resistance is marching here!” 

The eastern state of Saxony, where Chemnitz is 
located, has long been a hotbed of anti-migrant sen¬ 
timent. The far-right Alternative for Germany party 
received almost a quarter of the vote in Chemnitz 
last year. 

The opposition Green party accused Germany’s 
interior minister, Horst Seehofer, of fanning anti¬ 


migrant sentiment in recent months and urged him 
to think about resigning in the wake of the violence. 

Foreign Minister Heiko Maas expressed concern 
that Germany’s reputation could suffer as a result of 
violent far-right protests. 

“We have to keep in mind that these are pictures 
that will be seen abroad,” Maas told reporters in 
Berlin. “But I don’t think that what was seen there 
even comes close to reflecting the reality in Germa¬ 
ny. I firmly believe that the majority of people living 
in this country want an open and tolerant country.” 

Maas said it was up to authorities to investigate 
the killing and hold those responsible to account. 

Green lawmaker Konstantin von Notz told the 
news portal t-online.de that the violence in Chemnitz 
recalled events in other parts of eastern Germany 
during the early 1990s, when authorities failed to 
stop far-right mobs from attacking migrants. 

Chemnitz police said they have arrested a 22- 
year-old Syrian and a 21-year-old Iraqi on suspicion 
of manslaughter in the death of the German man 
after a street festival early Sunday. 

Prosecutor Christine Muecke said the killing was 
preceded by a verbal confrontation that escalated. 


Italian journalist 
says he helped pen 
pope bombshell 


By Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

ROME — An Italian journalist 
who says he helped a former Vati¬ 
can diplomat pen his bombshell 
allegation of sex abuse cover-up 
against Pope Francis says he 
persuaded the archbishop to go 
public after the US. church was 
thrown into turmoil by sex abuse 
revelations in the Pennsylvania 
grand jury report. 

Marco Tosatti said he helped 
Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano 
write, rewrite and edit his 11- 
page testimony, saying the two 
sat side-by-side at a wooden table 
in Tosatti’s living room for three 
hours on Aug. 22. 

Tosatti, a leading conservative 
critic of Francis, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that Vigano had called 
him a few weeks ago asking to 
meet, and then proceeded to tell 
him the information that became 
the basis of the testimony. 

Vigano’s document alleges 
that Francis knew of ex-Cardi¬ 
nal Theodore McCarrick’s sexual 
misconduct starting in 2013 but 
rehabilitated him from sanctions 
that Pope Benedict XVI had im¬ 
posed. The claims have shaken 
Francis’ five-year papacy. 

Vigano called for Francis to re¬ 
sign over what he said was com¬ 
plicity in covering-up McCarrick’s 
crimes. There is ample evidence, 
however, that the Vatican under 
Benedict and St. John Paul II also 
covered up that information, and 
that any sanctions Benedict im¬ 
posed were never enforced. 

Vigano has kept largely quiet 
since the bombshell testimony 
Sunday, and his whereabouts are 
unknown. As a result, Tosatti’s 
reconstruction provides the only 
insight into how the document 
came about. 

Tosatti, a longtime correspon¬ 
dent for Italian daily La Stampa 



Andrew Medichini/AP 


A Vatican official published a 
letter Sunday alleging that Pope 
Francis and U.S. Catholic leaders 
covered up sexual abuse by an 
American cardinal. 

but who now writes largely for 
more conservative blogs, said 
after their initial meeting a few 
weeks ago, Vigano wasn’t pre¬ 
pared to go public. 

But Tosatti said he called him 
after the Pennsylvania grand jury 
report published Aug. 15 alleged 
some 300 priests in six Penn¬ 
sylvania dioceses abused more 
than 1,000 children over the past 
70 years, and that a sequence of 
bishops had covered it up. 

Tosatti said he told Vigano: 
“I think that if you want to say 
something, now is the moment, 
because everything is going up¬ 
side-down in the United States. 
He said ‘OK.’” 

The two then met at Tosatti’s 
Rome apartment. 

“He had prepared some kind of 
a draft of a document and he sat 
here by my side,” Tosatti told the 
AP from behind his desk, point¬ 
ing to the wooden chair to his 
right. “I told him that we had to 
work on it really because it was 
not in a journalistic style.” 

Tosatti said he persuaded Vi¬ 
gano to cut claims that couldn’t 
be substantiated or documented 
“because it had to be absolutely 
water-proof” 
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US-Mexico trade deal 
announcement leaves 
trail of uncertainty 



Photos courtesy of Kalashnikov Media 

Kalashnikov’s new electrical concept car, the first produced by any firearms company in the world. 

Kalashnikov targets 
Tesla with electric car 


rT]. 



Russia’s Kalashnikov gunmaker has unveiled a futuristic robot that 
walks on two legs and can operate weapons. The robot was featured 
at the Russian Army 2018 Fair just outside Moscow. 


By Slobodan Lekic 

Stars and Stripes 

It was the car that gave the So¬ 
viet bloc a bad name. 

At the height of the Cold War, 
the Soviet Union’s Moskvich se¬ 
dans were lampooned in the West 
as some of the worst cars ever 
made. Which is why it’s so surpris¬ 
ing that Russia’s leading weapons 
manufacturer would want to base 
its brand-new electrical concept 
car on the retro lemon. 

The CV-1 is the first electrical 
car to be made by Kalashnikov, 
which has been producing the 
AK-47 assault rifle and its deriva¬ 
tives since the early 1950s. 

The prototype, unveiled last 
week in Moscow, will allow Ka¬ 
lashnikov to compete “with the 
world’s electric car manufactur¬ 
ers, like Tesla,” the company 
said. 

The concept car incorporates 
several original features, includ¬ 
ing a high-speed battery modular 
control system and a “revolution¬ 
ary” compact inverter, Kalash¬ 
nikov said. This will allow the 
“super car” to have a sizzling per¬ 
formance, including the ability to 
reach 60 mph in 6 seconds and 
a range of 220 miles on a single 
charge. 

Kalashnikov said that the car’s 
body was modeled on the Moskv- 
ich’s IZh 2125 Kombi model, a 
compact car designed by the So¬ 
viets in the late 1960s. 

The unveiling sparked a storm 
of mockery on social media, 
Russia’s RT network reported. 
“I have a strong feeling that they 
didn’t even touch the body as they 
found it in a junkyard and put the 
(new) kit on it,” said a tweet cited 


byRT. 

This is the second time in re¬ 
cent weeks that Kalashnikov has 
announced a concept vehicle. 
Earlier this month, at the Army- 
2018 expo in Moscow, the com¬ 
pany unveiled a 13-foot, 4.5-ton 
robot model resembling a Star 
Wars light armored walker. It too 
got roasted on social media, RT 
reported. 

Kalashnikov’s AK-47 assault 
rifle and its knockoffs are report¬ 
edly the most produced firearms 
in the world. At least 35 million 
having been made in about three 
dozen nations. US. troops have 


faced opponents equipped with 
the weapon in all conflicts since 
Korea, including Vietnam, Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

It is regarded as a weapon of 
choice of insurgents of all stripes, 
drug gangs and terrorist groups. 

In recent years, its produc¬ 
er, Concern Kalashnikov, has 
branched out into other prod¬ 
ucts, including knives, perfume, 
keychains, umbrellas, night lights, 
toys and other items shaped like 
the AK-47. There is even a Ka¬ 
lashnikov Vodka in bottles shaped 
like the famed assault rifle. 

lekic.slobodan@stripes.com 


By Paul Wiseman, 

Luis Alonso Lugo 
AND Rob Gillies 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s declaration of 
victory Monday in reaching a 
preliminary deal with Mexico to 
replace the North American Free 
Trade Agreement raised at least 
as many questions as it answered. 

Can Canada, the third member 
country in NAFTA and America’s 
No. 2 trading partner, be coaxed 
or coerced into a new pact? 

If not, is it even legal — or po¬ 
litically feasible — for Trump to 
reach a replacement trade deal 
with Mexico alone? 

And will the changes being 
negotiated to the 24-year-old 
NAFTA threaten the operations 
of American and foreign compa¬ 
nies that have built sophisticated 
supply chains that span the three 
countries? 

“There are still a lot of questions 
left to be answered,” said Peter 
MacKay, a former Canadian min¬ 
ister of justice, defense and foreign 
affairs who is now a partner at the 
law firm Baker McKenzie. 

Trump was quick to proclaim 
the agreement a triumph, point¬ 
ing to Monday’s surge in the stock 
market, which was fueled in part 
by the apparent breakthrough 
with Mexico. 

“We just signed a trade agree¬ 
ment with Mexico, and it’s a ter¬ 
rific agreement for everybody,” 
the president declared. “It’s an 
agreement that a lot of people 
said couldn’t be done.” 

Trump suggested that he might 
leave Canada out of a new agree¬ 
ment. He said he wanted to call the 
revamped trade pact “the United 
States-Mexico Trade Agreement” 
because, in his view, NAFTA has 
earned a reputation for being 
harmful to American workers. 

But first, he said, he would give 
Canada a chance to get back in — 
“if they’d hke to negotiate fairly.” 
To intensify the pressure on Otta¬ 
wa to agree to his terms, the presi¬ 
dent threatened to impose new 
taxes on Canadian auto imports. 

Talking to reporters, the top 
White House economic adviser, 
Larry Kudlow, urged Canada to 
“come to the table.” 

“Let’s make a great deal like we 
just made with Mexico,” Kudlow 
said. “If not, the USA may have to 
take action.” 

Canada’s NAFTA negotiator. 
Foreign Minister Chrystia Free¬ 
land, is cutting short a trip to 
Europe to fly to Washington on 
Tuesday to try to restart talks. 

“We will only sign a new 
NAFTA that is good for Canada 
and good for the middle class,” 
said Adam Austen, a spokesman 
for Freeland, saying that “Cana¬ 
da’s signature is required.” 

MacKay added, “There is still a 
great deal of uncertainty — trepi¬ 
dation, nervousness, a feeling that 
we are on the outside looking in.” 

Critics denounced the prospect 
of cutting Canada out a North 
American trade pact, in part be¬ 


cause of the risks it could pose for 
companies involved in interna¬ 
tional trade. Many manufactur¬ 
ers have built vital supply systems 
that depend on freely crossing all 
three NAFTA borders. 

Noting the “massive amount of 
movement of goods between the 
three countries and the integra¬ 
tion of operations,” Jay Timmons, 
president of that National Associ¬ 
ation of Manufacturers, said “it is 
imperative that a trilateral agree¬ 
ment be inked.” 

Trump has frequently con¬ 
demned the 24-year-old NAFTA 
trade pact as a job-killing “di¬ 
saster” for American workers. 
NAFTA reduced most trade bar¬ 
riers between the three countries. 
The president and other critics 
say the pact encouraged US. 
manufacturers to move south of 
the border to exploit low-wage 
Mexican labor. 

The preliminary deal with 
Mexico might bring more manu¬ 
facturing to the United States. 
Yet it is far from final. Even after 
being formally signed, it would 
have be ratified by lawmakers in 
each country. 

The US. Congress wouldn’t 
vote on it until next year — after 
November midterm elections that 
could end Republican control of 
the House of Representatives. 
But initially, it looks like at least a 
tentative public-relations victory 
for Trump, the week after his for¬ 
mer campaign manager was con¬ 
victed on financial crimes and 
his former personal attorney im¬ 
plicated him in hush money pay¬ 
ments to two women who say they 
had affairs with Trump. 

Before the administration 
began negotiating a new NAFTA 
a year ago, it had notified Con¬ 
gress that it was beginning talks 
with Canada and Mexico. So 
Monday’s announcement raises 
the question: Is the administra¬ 
tion authorized to reach a deal 
with only one of those countries? 

A senior administration of¬ 
ficial, who briefed reporters on 
condition of anonymity, said yes: 
The administration can tell Con¬ 
gress it had reached a deal with 
Mexico — and that Canada is wel¬ 
come to join. 

But other analysts said the an¬ 
swer wasn’t clear: “It’s a question 
that has never been tested,” said 
Lori Wallach, director of the left¬ 
leaning Public Citizen’s Global 
Trade Watch. 

Even a key Trump ally. Rep. 
Kevin Brady, the Texas Republi¬ 
can who is chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, ex¬ 
pressed caution about Monday’s 
apparent breakthrough. Brady 
said he looked forward “to care¬ 
fully analyzing the details and 
consulting in the weeks ahead to 
determine whether the new pro¬ 
posal meets the trade priorities 
set out by Congress.” 

And the No. 2 Senate Republi¬ 
can, John Cornyn of Texas, while 
hailing Monday’s news as a “posi¬ 
tive step,” said Canada needs to 
be party to a final deal. 
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The approximate number of pounds of stolen lemons deputies in Southern Caiifornia found inside 
a man’s car. Riverside County sheriff’s officials said Dionicio Fierros, 69, was arrested Friday and 
booked on a charge of theft of agricultural products. Deputies were investigating recent farm thefts 
when they stopped Fierros’ car in Thermal. Inside his car, deputies said they found several large bags 
of freshly picked lemons they said were stolen from a nearby farm. 




Robert F. Bukaty/AF 


Rolling down the river 


A flotilla of friends from Biddeford, Maine, raft down the Saco River at Bar Milis in Buxton, Maine, on Sunday. Temperatures were expected 
to hover around the 90s for a few days. 


Crew unearths wood 
coffins, lone bone 

H/liy DULUTH — A St. 

I w 1 Louis County public 
works crew doing exploratory 
archaeological digging in Du¬ 
luth unearthed several wooden 
coffins, but authorities said they 
contain no remains. 

The excavation work was done 
to check for human remains in 
advance of a road project next 
to a cemetery that served as a 
burial site for about 5,000 people 
who died at the former St. Louis 
County Poor Farm between 1891 
and 1947. 

One bone was found outside of 
the coffins. Authorities suspect 
it’s from a grave relocation proj¬ 
ect in the 1960s. 

Suburb has 1955 Chevy 
rescue truck for sale 

II BATAVIA — A suburban 
I L Chicago fire department’s 
sale offer could make someone a 
regular on the area’s summer pa¬ 
rade circuit. 

The Batavia Fire Department 
has a 1955 Chevrolet 3800 panel 
truck up for sale. The depart¬ 
ment’s first rescue vehicle has 
just 23,000 miles. 

And as the (Arlington Heights) 
Daily Herald reported, it runs. 

Fire Chief Randy Diecke said 
his review of a classic automobile 
website shows they fetch $5,000 
or more. 

Then-Fire Chief Frank “Bud” 
Richter suggested buying the ve¬ 
hicle in 1954 in his “Smoke Sig¬ 
nals” newspaper column. He said 
it would be useful in hauling re- 
suscitators and rescue equipment 
to emergencies. 

Historic mining tunnel 
to be opened to public 

lAlY CASPER — A 300- 
Ww 1 foot mining tunnel in 
central Wyoming that was aban¬ 
doned soon after its construction 
in 1868 is being opened to the 
public. 

The Casper Star-Tribune re¬ 
ported that the horizontal tunnel 
carved into rock on a hillside at 
South Pass City State Historic 
Site will open for tours Sept. 1. 

Superintendent Joe Ellis said 
the tunnel was constructed large¬ 
ly by hand, with workers using 
picks, shovels and gun powder to 
excavate about three feet of tun¬ 
nel a day. 

It was abandoned when no gold 
was found and left undisturbed 
for 150 years. 

Blindfolded team plays 
visually impaired squad 

ly U MANCHESTER — A 
1^ minor league baseball 
team from New Hampshire took 
the field blindfolded to give play¬ 
ers and fans an appreciation of 
what life’s like for people who are 
blind or have limited sight. 

Members of the front office of 
the New Hampshire Fisher Cats 
lost 14-7 to a team from Future In 
Sight on Sunday in Manchester. 
Future In Sight is an organization 
that supports blind and visually 
impaired people. The exhibition 
game of Beep Baseball featured 


balls which send signals to alert 
players as they hit. 

Several hikers attacked, 
stung by bee swarm 

CT ANSONIA—A medical 
rescue crew used all- 
terrain vehicles to reach several 
hikers who were attacked and 
stung by a swarm of bees in the 
Connecticut woods. 

Ansonia Rescue and Medical 
Services said one person stung 
while hiking in the Ansonia Na¬ 
ture Center on Thursday experi¬ 
enced anaphylactic shock. That 
person was located “several 
miles into the woods, suffering 
a severe reaction with airway 
compromised.” 

Rescue officials say that per¬ 
son’s allergic reaction was con¬ 
trolled at the scene. 

Employee accused of 
stealing $35K in goods 

KID ^ 

woman was accused of 
stealing $35,000 in merchandise 


from the Victoria’s Secret store 
where she worked. 

Authorities allege Pru Bray, 
19, took the items out of the store 
in bags or wore them under her 
clothing. She then allegedly sold 
them at rummage sales, gave 
them as gifts or returned them 
for cash. 

The Minot Daily News report¬ 
ed Bray also is accused of mak¬ 
ing fraudulent transactions with a 
customer’s credit card. 

She faces a felony theft of 
property charge that carries a 
maximum sentence of 10 years in 
prison. 

Marker will honor 1st 
ordained black minister 

WT RUTLAND — A his- 
W I torical marker com¬ 
memorating the life and work of 
the first ordained black minister 
in the United States will be dedi¬ 
cated next month in Vermont. 

Rev. Lemuel Haynes was pas¬ 
tor for Rutland’s West Parish 
Congregational Church in West 
Rutland for 30 years from 1788 


to 1818. Haynes had served in 
the Revolutionary War. He also 
served as a pastor in Massachu¬ 
setts and Connecticut before 
coming to Vermont. 

The West Rutland Historical 
Society said a public dedication 
ceremony for the historical mark¬ 
er is planned for Sept. 8. 

Damaged headstones 
repaired at cemetery 

liy MORRISTOWN — A 
1 central Indiana compa¬ 
ny finished repairing nearly two 
dozen headstones that vandals 
damaged in a cemetery dating to 
the early 1800s. 

The 22 headstones toppled, bro¬ 
ken or otherwise damaged at the 
Davis-Bennet Cemetery in Mor¬ 
ristown included one belonging to 
a Revolutionary War veteran and 
his wife. 

Four juveniles allegedly dam¬ 
aged the headstones, causing 
nearly $10,000 in damage to the 
markers at the cemetery 25 miles 
southeast of Indianapolis. 

Greenfield Granite Co. was 


hired to repair the headstones 
and its workers recently finished 
repairing and cleaning the mark¬ 
ers at the cemetery. 

Police: Boy with autism 
crashes ambulance 

m COVENTRY — Police 
say a boy with autism 
took an ambulance from a Rhode 
Island fire station and crashed 
it, leaving three with minor 
injuries. 

The Coventry Police Depart¬ 
ment said officers were called to 
Route 117 on Thursday night and 
found the boy unsettled and walk¬ 
ing on the road near his mother’s 
car. 

Officers said the boy and his 
mother agreed to visit a near¬ 
by fire station so he could be 
evaluated. 

At the station, the boy ran into 
a parked ambulance, locked the 
door and took off across Route 
117, where he went off the road 
and crashed. 

From wire reports 
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Jordan Strauss, Invision/AP 


Actor John Goodman is speculating that this fall's “Roseanne” spinoff “The Conners” will mean curtains for the matriarch 
character played by Roseanne Barr, who is not involved with the new show. 


John Goodman might have revealed the fate of 
Roseanne Barr’s character ahead of The Conners’ 


By Peter Sblendorio 

New York Daily News 

ohn Goodman might have pro¬ 
vided some insight into the fate of 
Roseanne Barr’s character. 

The actor seemed to drop a 
hint while discussing his character, Dan 
Conner, on the upcoming sitcom “The 
Conners,” which serves as a spinoff to 
“Roseanne” after that series was can¬ 
celed following a racist tweet by Barr. 

“It’s an unknown,” Goodman told The 
Sunday Times. “I guess he’ll be mopey 
and sad because his wife’s dead.” 

Goodman’s character was married 


to Barr’s on “Roseanne,” which ran 
for nine seasons from 1988-97 before 
briefly being reprised this March. The 
series had been renewed for another 
season but was canceled by ABC hours 
after Barr posted a tweet about former 
Barack Obama aide Valerie Jarrett. 

The network later announced that 
“The Conners” — sans Barr — was in 
the works, but had not addressed how 
they will handle Barr’s absence on the 
show. 

Goodman, 66, says the show’s cancel¬ 
lation took a toll on him. 

“I was brokenhearted, but I thought, 
‘OK, it’s just show business. I’m going 


to let it go.’ But I went through a period, 
about a month, where I was very de¬ 
pressed,” he told the British outlet. “I’m 
a depressive anyway, so any excuse that 
I can get to lower myself, I will. But that 
had a great deal to do with it, more than 
I wanted to admit.” 

Goodman said during the interview 
that he and Barr “were work friends,” 
but he contends that she isn’t racist. 

Barr appeared on Sean Hannity’s 
Fox News show last month and claimed 
that her tweet wasn’t racist. 

Goodman will be joined on “The Con¬ 
ners,” which premieres on Oct. 16, by 
other members of the “Roseanne” cast. 



Stapleton 
tops list of 
nominees for 
CMA Awards 

The Associated Press 

Chris Stapleton topped the hst of 
finalists Tuesday with five nomi¬ 
nations for the 52nd annual Coun¬ 
try Music Association Awards. 

Stapleton is vying for enter¬ 
tainer of the year, male vocal¬ 
ist of the year, single of the year 
for “Broken Halos,” album of the 
year for “From A Room: Volume 
2” and song of the year for “Bro¬ 
ken Halos.” It was his third nomi¬ 
nation for entertainer of the year 
and fourth consecutive for male 
vocalist. 

Producer and musician Dann 
Huff received four nominations, 
including musician of the year, 
single of the year for “Drinkin’ 
Problem,” album of the year for 
“Graffiti U,” and album of the 
year for “Life Changes.” Huff has 
won musician of the year three 
other times. 

Jason Aldean, Dierks Bentley, 
Dan + Shay, Florida Georgia Line, 
Chris Janson, Miranda Lambert, 
Midland, Thomas Rhett and 
Keith Urban each received three 
nominations. This is Urban’s 14th 
nomination for male vocalist of 
the year. 

The year’s biggest country song, 
“Meant To Be,” by pop-coun¬ 
try crossover artist Bebe Rexha 
and Florida Georgia Line was 
nominated for single of the year. 
Other nominees in that category 
were Stapleton’s “Broken Halos,” 
“Drinkin’ Problem” by Midland, 
Aldean’s “Drowns the Whiskey” 
featuring Miranda Lambert, and 
D + Shay’s “Tequila.” 

Lauren Alaina, Luke Combs, 
Chris Janson, Midland and Brett 
Young were nominated for new 
artist. 


Jennifer Garner, Ben Affleck expected to finalize divorce soon 


From wire reports 

It appears Ben Affleck and Jennifer 
Garner’s prolonged divorce will proceed 
with a settlement. 

After years of inaction on the actors’ di¬ 
vorce petition — and the rumored threat 
of it being dismissed — the former couple 
will finalize their split once Affleck com¬ 
pletes his reported stint in rehab, accord¬ 
ing to several reports from the weekend. 

TMZ, which first reported the settlement 
agreement, said the actors, 46, had to divvy 
up their fortunes without a prenuptial agree¬ 
ment, putting all the earnings from their 
12-year union into one pot. But the couple, 
who have three school-aged children, have 
reportedly reached a property settlement 
and will continue co-parenting through a 
joint custody agreement, the site said. 

Affleck and Gamer announced their sep¬ 
aration in 2015, but did not officially file for 
divorce until April 2017. 

Affleck and Garner have long had a rep¬ 
utation as friendly exes and have been fre¬ 
quently spotted out together in public with 
their children. Most recently. Garner was 
photographed last week reportedly staging 
an intervention before presumably driving 
Affleck to rehab. 


Mel B reportedly seeking 
PTSD treatment 

Mel B is reportedly seeking treatment 
for post-traumatic stress disorder, saying 
that her history with alcohol and sex has 
been an underlying symptom of the mental 
health issue. 

The former Spice Girl, whose real name 
is Melanie Brown, believes the disorder 
was brought on by her contentious split 
from film producer Stephen Belafonte, ac¬ 
cording to a statement attributed to her by 
British paper the Sun on Sunday. 

Included were details about her recent 
diagnosis and the “incredibly difficult” six 
months she has endured while reflecting 
on her life for her upcoming memoir. 

It also came on the heels of a report from 
the same outlet that the Spice Girls would 
reunite next year for a tour without Victo¬ 
ria Beckham. 

Other news 

■ Students from a private school in Al¬ 
abama’s capital got a surprise visit from 
actor Michael B. Jordan, who dropped 
in when he spotted them exercising. The 


Montgomery Advertiser reports that Jor¬ 
dan was in Montgomery on Monday to 
begin filming “Just Mercy,” based on the 
memoir of attorney and criminal justice ad¬ 
vocate Bryan Stevenson. The star was rec¬ 
ognized when he surprised the 15 students 
from Valiant Cross Academy. One shouted: 
“You’re from ‘Black Panther’!” Jordan said 
in an Instagram post he was driving when 
he spotted the students doing jumping jacks. 
He wrote: “The sight of them inspires me & 
reminds me why I do what I do!” 

■ Comedian Louis C.K. has returned to 
the stage for apparently the first time after 
he admitted to engaging in sexual miscon¬ 
duct. He made an unannounced appear¬ 
ance Sunday at the Comedy Cellar in New 
York City. 

■ Tim Conway, the comedian known 
best for his role on “The Carol Burnett 
Show,” is reportedly in the middle of a bat¬ 
tle between his wife and his daughter as 
he suffers from dementia. The 84-year-old 
cannot “properly provide for his personal 
needs for physical health, food, and cloth¬ 
ing” and is “almost entirely unresponsive,” 
his daughter Kelly said in paperwork filed 
in Los Angeles on Aug. 24 and acquired 
by People. Kelly is requesting that a court 


name her her father’s conservator over his 
wife, Charlene Fusco, who she claims is 
“planning to move him out of the excellent 
skilled nursing facility he is currently at.” 

■ Former President Jimmy Carter and 
comedian David Letterman have helped 
launch a Habitat for Humanity build¬ 
ing blitz in northern Indiana. The retired 
late-night TV host praised Carter and his 
wife, Rosalynn, for their dedication to the 
nonprofit during a Sunday event at the 
University of Notre Dame that kicked off 
a five-day Habitat for Humanity effort to 
build 23 homes in adjacent Mishawaka. 
Letterman noted the Carters’ long involve¬ 
ment with the group, telling the roughly 
4,000 attendees that if it weren’t for the 
Democratic former president and his wife, 
he wouldn’t have become a Habitat for Hu¬ 
manity volunteer. 

■ Actor Jackson Odell died a month shy 
of his 21st birthday of an accidental drug 
overdose. A report by the Los Angeles 
County Medical Examiner has revealed 
the sitcom actor’s cause of death was acci¬ 
dental acute heroin and cocaine toxicity. 

■ Medical examiners found that Vin- 
nie Paul, the 54-year-old co-founder and 
drummer of the metal band Pantera, died 
of natural causes including heart disease. 
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By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

S en. John McCain’s death is a sym¬ 
bolic inflection point in contempo¬ 
rary U.S. politics, for many reasons. 
One of those reasons: History 
may remember McCain as one of the last 
Republican leaders to believe that the party 
should stake its future on a humane and 
realistic approach to immigration, rather 
than on the restrictionist demagoguery 
peddled by President Donald Trump. 

For much of the past two decades, Mc¬ 
Cain worked doggedly, but ultimately 
unsuccessfully, with like-minded Repub¬ 
licans and Democrats in the Senate to 
fashion a grand compromise. Its essential 
point would have been to trade enhanced 
border security for a path to citizenship for 
unauthorized immigrants already in the 
country. 

Such bipartisan efforts are almost im¬ 
possible to imagine now, when the Repub¬ 
lican president’s position on immigration 
is “build the wall,” and the equal and oppo¬ 
site reaction of some Democrats is “abolish 
ICE.” 

Yet in 2013,68 senators, including 14 Re¬ 
publicans led by McCain, supported a se- 
curity-for-citizenship bill that would have, 
among other provisions, offered “dream¬ 
ers” (unauthorized immigrants who ar¬ 
rived as minors) legal status, built 700 
miles of fencing along the southern border 
(part of $30 billion in beefed-up security) 
and repealed the “diversity visa” program, 
which distributes green cards by lottery. 

McCain pursued compromise believing 
that it was good policy — consistent with 
both the impracticality of mass deportation 
and with this country’s history as a land of 
opportunity and haven for the oppressed. 
He also considered it good politics, po¬ 
sitioning the GOP as open to the nation’s 
growing Latino population. 

The latter view was all but conventional 
wisdom among Republican consultants 


By Derek Horton 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

W orkers specializing in science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics can help busi¬ 
nesses retool, compete and 
thrive in the 21st-century economy. Far too 
many companies in America’s leading in¬ 
dustries are struggling to fill crucial STEM 
positions. Employers should turn to highly 
skilled military veterans who increasingly 
leave the military with advanced technical 
expertise but are too often overlooked for 
STEM jobs. 

STEM jobs comprise a diverse range 
of positions across a wide range of indus¬ 
tries, including civil engineers, financial 
analysts, software developers and even ac¬ 
countants. However, what ties this assorted 
group of jobs together — and makes them 
difficult to fill — is the need for a very par¬ 
ticular set of skills, including mathematical 
proficiency, analytical reasoning and re¬ 
search capabilities. Last year alone, nearly 
3 million STEM jobs went unfilled, despite 
being some of the best-paying and most re¬ 
warding positions in the job market. 

Each year thousands of military mem¬ 
bers leave the service with the skills 
needed to be successful. The military has 
expertly adapted to an increasingly digi¬ 
tal world. Openings for “electronic war¬ 
fare specialist,” “cryptologic cyberspace 
intelligence collector” and “geospatial 
intelligence imagery analyst” are now 
commonplace with military recruiting 
sites. That’s because the crux of the armed 
services no longer consists of infantrymen 


The political prospects for 
immigration reform have 
rarely been bleaker than 
they are today. 


during the first decade of this century. Not 
coincidentally, during the years before his 
2008 White House run, McCain expected 
the pursuit of immigration reform to help 
his own presidential prospects. 

In his memoir published this year, “The 
Restless Wave: Good Times, Just Causes, 
Great Fights and Other Appreciations,” 
McCain again called for immigration re¬ 
form, describing it as “something this 
country needs to do now, in this political 
moment, as old fears and animosities that 
have blighted our history appear to be on 
the rise again, exploited by opportunists 
who won’t trouble their careers or their 
consciences with scruples about honesty 
or compassion for their fellow man.” 

Yet as McCain’s words imply, the politi¬ 
cal prospects for immigration reform have 
rarely been bleaker than they are today. As 
the failure of his past legislative efforts — 
and that of his 2008 presidential campaign 
— showed, they were not even as bright as 
he and the party pros believed them to be 
in the recent past. 

The harsh truth is that McCain and other 
Republican supporters of a grand bargain 
at the time — such as President George W. 
Bush, Jeb Bush and McCain’s close friend 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, of South Carolina — 
were sailing against a rising tide of opinion 
among the GOP rank and file. 

In 2007, McCain grumbled that Rush 
Limbaugh and other talk-radio foes of his 
immigration proposal “were going to de¬ 
stroy the party,” as John Heilemann and 
Mark Halperin reported in their account 
of the 2008 presidential campaign, “Game 
Change.” 


operating in remote corners of the planet. 
Instead, much of our security operations 
today are managed by bright scientists and 
mathematicians, sitting in bunkered bases 
throughout the world. 

Members of the Army, Navy, Marines, 
Air Force and Coast Guard regularly en¬ 
gage with some of the most advanced tech¬ 
nologies available; and the need for a deep 
understanding of these sophisticated pro¬ 
cesses has become a fundamental require¬ 
ment for most servicemembers as warfare 
shifts to the cybersphere and military 
devices increasingly replace boots on the 
ground. Director of National Intelligence 
Dan Coats illustrated the shifting nature 
of the times when he testified before the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 
earlier this year and named cyber threats 
as the top worldwide threat to our national 
security. Moreover, in a race for techno¬ 
logical superiority, the military’s adoption 
and integration of advanced technologies 
will only accelerate in coming years. 

Meanwhile, the STEM field in the United 
States is facing a significant skills gap. Ac¬ 
cording to a Ranstad North America report 
released in 2017, the U.S. has a 3-million- 
STEM-job surplus. As a result, some of the 
most lucrative and impactful jobs available 
on the market today are unfilled, and the 
gap is only growing — in North Dakota, for 
example, there are currently 87 STEM job 
openings for every qualified worker. 

The consequences of this skills gap are 
even more troubling. With so many vacant 
openings, tech giants have begun outsourc¬ 
ing STEM jobs overseas to competitors like 


McCain was right, in the sense that im¬ 
migration hawks were tearing down the 
relatively pro-immigration Reaganite ide¬ 
ology of the party in which McCain had 
made his career. He was wrong, to the 
extent that he thought the GOP could not 
survive in any other form, at least in the 
short term. 

It turned out that the Republicans’ best 
shot at reclaiming the White House after 
the George W. Bush years was not to win 
greater support from Latinos and other 
“rising” demographic groups, as their po¬ 
litical consultants advised, but to mobilize 
older, white voters from the heartland, 
based on an explicitly anti-immigrant 
appeal. 

Hints of this were already evident in the 
backlash that McCain faced from voters on 
the 2008 campaign trail, many of whom 
confronted him with cries of “no amnesty” 
when he discussed immigration. Trump’s 
victory in 2016 proved it. 

Trump is now campaigning for GOP 
candidates in the 2018 midterm elections, 
depicting undocumented immigration as a 
scourge and the nation’s immigration laws 
as “a disgrace” that can be fixed, “but we 
have to get more Republicans. We have to 
get ’em.” 

Defeat for the GOP this fall might make 
the party realize it has reached the point 
of diminishing political returns from the 
immigration hard line that helped Trump 
win the White House. A loss of the House 
and, possibly, the Senate could force Re¬ 
publicans to reconsider the course they 
are on — and to rediscover the wisdom of 
compromise. 

Victory for a Trump-led Republican 
Party in November, however, would con¬ 
firm the GOP’s repudiation of McCain’s 
approach and perpetuate the GOP’s trans¬ 
formation into an openly nativist political 
organization. 

Charles Lane is a member of The Washington 
Post’s editorial board. 


India and China. In the process, the U.S. 
risks losing its standing as the world leader 
in innovation and as a hub for technologi¬ 
cal breakthroughs. Meanwhile, every year, 
over 200,000 veterans retire from active 
duty to transition back into civilian life. Of 
these, a significant portion has worked in 
highly technical fields and are distinctly 
qualified to excel in STEM jobs in the pri¬ 
vate sector. The problem is that they are 
rarely presented with a chance to demon¬ 
strate these skills because of their lack of 
traditional college degrees or general job 
experience. 

As a former Marine who was hired by 
Sallyport, a Reston, Va.-based global lo¬ 
gistics and security contractor, the skills I 
bring to my job every day as director of In¬ 
formation Technology are directly based 
on my military training and experience. 
Sallyport values the experience and ex¬ 
pertise that veterans like myself bring to 
the table, mainly when looking for talented 
people to fill STEM-related positions. 

The niche with technical skills that I 
learned while in the military prepared me 
for a successful career at Sallyport. The 
understanding of military members’ skills 
should be considered by companies who 
are outsourcing their hiring overseas. 

The STEM workforce shortage in the 
United States is a rare problem with an 
easy answer. Our veterans can fill these 
jobs — and fill them well — if only given 
a chance. 


Derek Horton served in the Marines from 1990 to 
1998 (four years active duty, four years inactive) 
as a communications watch officer before joining 
Sallyport. 


Veterans can help STEM the tide of unfilled jobs 
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You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

Sfri^sQ UAM sjcgBOKINAWA 


guam.stripes.com ■okiimawa.stbipes.comI 


^^NDREA %i^JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 


EUROPE STRIPES.COM 
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HOW CONVt PEOPLt 
CMU ims WV &OTVONt 
WHEN VT'5 CLENRLY \N 
THE MlPDLE OF NtE? 


THNT SOUNDS UKE 
ONE OF YOUR 5PEC1NE 
"any QUESTIONS? '■ 
QUESTIONS FOR 
WRS. OLSEN. 


you're not savino it you don't 

TO USE THE FtRST SPRINT ACROSS 

weer of school? the start UNE, 

Nis. NtARATHON. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



UJOULD YOU LIKE 
TO READ PAY BOOK 
ON TirAE (AANAGE- 
lAENT? 


THESE PAGES 

ARE BLANK. 








Gom 

om! \ mm 
wwe^e Rf-EsweuJHep 
Hmmij mi BmmoH 
BEfW.5/TW£ FRONT WWW. 



OH MY lIPONTW/tNTTO 
QOCtOH^SS. UWRMYPO.S/R, 
P/P 

mmm MOAnimsm 
H^(PPfW?/AH)PW£NE£PTO 
ff£Pft It 





^OMQWm h/AS QKOWfi 
MW W£ K£Ft/&£E 
IfJ WE PRE$IPEMT'$ 
mi JAIL 



"HtmTEA PA&AEP. 

UE PIPM'T 
AM^WEP AMY OF 
my QPE&TI0M&. 


I HOURS PAmp. I 
POM'T REMEMBER 
SEEING, HIM eo 
MUCH BUMKA 


WEY'P IMJECTEP UlM 
WIW P&YCHOWOPIC 
PRO&A TO WOT WM 



DOWN 

1 Docile 

2 Winged 

3 German refusal 

4 Mensa contender 

5 Neither mate 

6 Ms. Gardner 

7 Meditative 
practice 

8 Perspire 

9 Price reduction 

10 Hybrid fruit 

11 Adolescent 
16 Lair 

20 Hatchling’s home 


22 “The game —!” 

23 Daring swimwear 

25 Dhabi preceder 

26 Light brown 

27 Receptacle 
for letters 

29 Jacob’s twin 

31 Sashimi fish 

32 Dandy guy 
34 Harangue 
38 Follow 

relentlessly 
40 Relaxes 

42 Secret agent 

43 Dick Tracy’s love 

44 Honolulu’s isle 

45 Send forth 

47 Frost 

48 Teen’s woe 

49 Leave out 

52 Poem of praise 

53 Present location? 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



HOW PIPLT. FUZZ'S SOWETHIN& WENT 

plan 60, SIR? y VERY 




migkt try tiKifi 
-clay potiovL dleanfie. 
fiuppofiGtl to fWW your 
fiyfiteiffi of avLtitoxiYLfi.. ^ 

/ King iWtura 

ElZAKRO.COM 
Fac!el.w)k.doffi./ SitarroComidC 

©2oi8 glZARBj F- 


ACROSS 

1 Tart flavor 
5 Dissenting vote 
8 Blue material? 

12 Sheltered 

13 Egg (Pref.) 

14 Hourly pay 

15 Principal street 

17 — Stanley 
Gardner 

18 Banks of 
baseball 

19 Darth Vader’s 
first name 

21 Squad 

24 Timetable abbr. 

25 $ dispensers 
28 Cows and sows 
30 Klutz 

33 Cote cry 

34 Perch 

35 One of the 
five W’s 

36 Half of bi- 

37 Writer Quindlen 

38 Use scissors 

39 Sportscaster 
Berman 

41 Get 

overemotional 
43 So far 
46 Legal aides, 
briefly 

50 Jug handles 

51 Melville novel 
54 Pump, e.g. 


8-29 CRYPTOQUIP 

KDQL O LQK UXKLDWPP 

ZDBGQ KOC FPOZQU WL GDQ 

AWUC’ FOJA, GDQ POHXBG 

KOC CPWUQ-PH UWYYQJQLG. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip; THE MAN KEPT 
HIMSELF IN A LOW CROUCHING POSITION FOR 
SO LONG THAT HE WAS GETTING HUNKER PAINS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals N 
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Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 


In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARSMSTRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 

1 

College football 

1 

Pro basketball 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


Atlanta United FC 16 
New York 16 

New York City FC 14 
Columbus 
Philadelphia 
Montreal 
New England 
D.C. United 
Toronto FC 
Chicac 
Orlanc 


4 6 54 55 30 


52 

6 6 48 


11 8 7 40 33 33 

11 11 3 36 35 39 

10 14 3 33 34 45 

7 10 8 29 38 41 

7 10 6 27 39 40 

7 12 6 27 43 46 

6 15 6 24 37 52 

7 16 2 23 38 59 


City 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

■ ■ T Pts GF GA 


FC Dallas 13 

Sporting Kc 13 

Los Angeles FC 12 

Real Salt Lake 12 1 

Seattle 11 

LA Galaxy 10 

Portland 10 

Vancouver 10 

Minnesota United 
Houston 
Colorado 
San Jose 


46 40 31 
45 47 30 
43 50 40 
5 41 42 44 

5 38 32 26 

8 38 49 48 

■ 37 35 35 

37 43 51 
29 38 52 
28 41 37 
24 31 48 
17 36 47 


W 

North Carolina 16 

Seattle 11 

Portland 11 

Chicago 8 

Houston 9 

Utah 8 

Orlando 8 

Washington 2 

Sky Blue FC 


L T Pts GF GA 

1 6 54 48 17 

4 8 41 26 16 

6 6 39 37 27 

4 10 34 32 26 

9 5 32 35 34 

7 8 32 20 22 

9 6 30 30 36 

.7 4 10 11 34 

“ 19 46 


NFL preseason 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 


Pet PF PA 

.667 77 62 

.333 55 71 

_ _ . .333 46 37 

0 3 0 .000 54 80 


.667 53 44 

.667 51 40 

.667 61 54 

.000 37 77 

.000 97 52 

.000 77 53 

.667 81 71 

.667 42 29 


2 1 0 .667 44 35 

1 2 0 .333 80 83 

2 0 .333 48 74 


North 

4 0 0 
3 0 0 


Houston 
Jacksonville 
Indianapolis 
Tennessee 

Baltimore 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
Cleveland 

Oakland 
Denver 
L.A. Chargers 
Kansas City 1 2 0 .333 58 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T Pet PF 

N.Y. Giants - - - — — 

Washington 
Dallas 

Philadelphia 

Carolina 
New Orleans 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 

Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Chicago 


667 75 47 

— 86 71 

000 20 62 


2 0 


9 15 
7 11 
6 14 
3 14 

Note: Three points for victory, _ 

point for tie. 

Wednesday, Aug. 22 
New York 1, New York City FC 1, tie 
Thursday, Aug.23 
Columbus 1, Chicago 1, tie 
FC Dallas 1, Houston 1, tie 
Friday, Aug. 24 

Atlanta United FC 2, Orlando City 1 
Los Angeles FC 1, LA Galaxy 1, tie 
Saturday, Aug. 25 
Philadelphia 1, New England 0 
Toronto FC 3, Montreal 1 
Sporting Kansas City 2, Minnesota 
United 0 

Real Salt Lake 6, Colorado 0 
Vancouver 3, San Jose 2 
Sunday, Aug. 26 
New York 1, D.C. United 0 
Seattle 1, Portland 0 

Wednesday’s games 
Houston at New York 
Philadelphia at D.C. United 
FC Dallas at San Jose 
Toronto FC at Portland 

Saturday’s games 
Sporting Kansas City at Seattle 
New York at Montreal 
Philadelphia at Orlando City 
Portland at New England 
Houston at FC Dallas 
Los Angeles FC at Toronto FC 
New York City FC at Columbus 
LA Galaxy at Real Salt Lake 
San Jose at Vancouver 

Sunday’s games 
Atlanta United FC at D.C. United 


Note: Three points for victory, ( 
point for tie. 

Tuesday, Aug. 21 
Seattle 2, Houston 0 

Wednesday, Aug. 22 
Utah 1, Washington 0 
Portland 2, Sky Blue FC 1 
Saturday, Aug. 25 
North Carolina 1, Seattle 1, tie 
Chicago 3, Orlando 1 
Portland 1, Washington 0 
Houston 6, Sky Blue FC 1 
Saturday, Sept. 1 
Sky Blue FC at Washington 


AP sportlight 


Aug. 29 

1885 — John L. Sullivan wins the first 
world heavyweight title under the Mar¬ 
quess of Queensbury rules when he 
beats Dominic McCaffrey in six rounds. 

1952 — Dr. Reginald Weir becomes the 
first black man to compete in the U.S. 
Tennis Championships, Weir appears 
two years after Althea Gibson breaks 
the color barrier in the tournament and 
loses in four sets to William Stucki. 

1973 — Flirth, driven by Ralph Bald¬ 
win, wins the Hambletonian Stakes in 
straight heats. 

1974 — Nineteen-year-old high school 
basketball star Moses Malone, signs a 
contract with the Utah Stars of the ABA 
to become the first player to go directly 
from high school into major professional 
basketball. 

1978 - The USTA National Tennis Cen¬ 
ter in Flushing, N.Y., opens. Bjorn Borg 
beats Bob Hewitt in the first match 6-0, 
6-2 in the best-of-three sets. 


Ryder Cup points 

At Le Golf National 
Guyancourt, France 
Sept. 28-30,2018 
Through Aug. 26 
x-clinched berth 
United States 
x-Brooks Koepka 
x-Dustin Johnson 
x-Justin Thomas 
x-Patrick Reed 
x-Bubba Watson 
x-Jordan Spieth 
x-Rickie Fowler 
x-Webb Simpson 
Bryson DeChambeau 
Phil MIckelson 
Tiger Woods 
Xander Schauffele 
Matt Kuchar 
Kevin Kisner 
Tony Finau 

European Points 

. 6,182,450.35 


13,298.471 

9,549.287 

8,929.122 

7,821.880 

5,584.137 

5,481.427 

5,006.112 

4,534.745 

4,316.107 

4,207.953 

4,196.794 

3,924.096 

3,843.696 

3,680.121 

3,512.021 


rop< 

1. Francesco Moli 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Tyrrell Hatton 

4. Tommy Fleetwood 

5. Jon Rahm 

6. Thorbjorn Olesen 

7. Rory Mcliroy 

8. Alex Noren 

9. Russell Knox 


AP Top 25 

The Top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press preseason college football poll, 
with first-place votes In parentheses, re¬ 
cords, total points based on 25 points for 
a first-place vote through one point for a 
25th-place vote, and 2017 final ranking: 

--■ "ts Pv 


1. Alabama (42) 

2. Clemson (18) 

3. Georgia 

4. Wisconsin (1) 

5. Ohio St. 

6. Washington 

7. Oklahoma 

8. Miami 

9. Auburn 

10. Penn St. 

11. Michigan St. 

12. Notre Dame 

13. Stanford 

14. Michigan 

15. Southern Cal 

16. TCU 

17. West Virginia 

18. Mississippi St. 

19. Florida St. 

20. Virginia Tech 

21. UCF 

22. Boise St. 

24. Oregon 

25. LSU 


Record Pts 

13-1 1505 1 

12- 2 1476 4 

13- 2 1350 2 

13-1 1271 7 

12-2 1256 5 

10-3 1215 16 

12- 2 1173 3 

10-3 1027 13 

10- 4 1013 10 

11- 2 1012 8 

10-3 877 15 

10- 3 804 11 

9-5 778 20 

8- 5 773 NR 

11- 3 543 12 

11-3 533 9 

7-6 511 NR 

9- 4 450 19 
7-6 384 NR 
9-4 351 24 

13- 0 312 6 

11-3 292 22 

7-6 216 NR 
7-6 148 NR 

9-4 106 18 


Arizona 3 0 

L.A. Rams 2 1 

San Francisco 1 2 

Seattle 0 3 

Thursday, Aug. 23 
Cleveland 5, Philadelphia 0 
Friday, Aug. 24 
Carolina 25, New England 14 
Denver 29, Washington 17 
N.Y. Giants 22, N.Y. Jets 16 
Minnesota 21, Seattle 20 
Detroit 33, Tampa Bay 30 
Oakland 13, Green Bay 6 

Saturday, Aug. 25 
Chicago 27, Kansas City 20 
Pittsburgh 16, Tennessee 6 
L.A. Rams 21, Houston 20 
Indianapolis 23, San Francisco 17 
Jacksonville 17, Atlanta 6 
Baltimore 27, Miami 10 
New Orleans 36, L.A. Chargers 7 
Sunday, Aug. 26 
Cincinnati 26, Buffalo 13 
Arizona 27, Dallas 3 

Thursday’s games 
New England at N.Y. Giants 
N.Y. Jets at Philadelphia 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Indianapolis at Cincinnati 
Miami at Atlanta 
Jacksonville at Tampa Bay 
Washington at Baltimore 
Carolina at Pittsburgh 
Dallas at Houston 
L.A. Rams at New Orleans 
Buffalo at Chicago 
Minnesota at Tennessee 
Green Bay at Kansas City 
Denver at Arizona 
Oakland at Seattle 
L.A. Chargers at San Francisco 


Sept. 1 — Final cutdown to 53-man 
roster. 

Sept. 6 — Regular season opens; At¬ 
lanta at Philadelphia. 

Sept. 9-10 — First weekend of regular 

Oct. 16-17 — Fall owners meeting. New 
York. 

Oct. 30 — Trading deadline. 

Dec. 12 — Winter owners meeting, Ir¬ 
ving, Texas 

Dec. 30 — Regular season ends. 

Jan. 5-6 — Wild-card playoff round. 

Jan. 12-13 — Divisional playoff round 


lina 96, Florida 68, Utah 60, Oklahoma St. 
51, FAU 38, Arizona 28, NC State 22, Texas 
A&M 21, Boston College 18, Northwest¬ 
ern 13, Kansas St. 10, Iowa St. 8, Houston 
6, Memphis 3, Troy 2, Iowa 2, Kentucky 1, 
Arkansas St. 1, Fresno St. 1. 

Schedule 

Thursday, Aug. 30 
EAST 

Bowie St. at Wagner 
Rhode Island at Delaware 
New Hampshire at Maine 
UCF at UConn 

SOUTH 

Chowan at Campbell 
Tennessee Tech at Chattanooga 
Morehead St. at E. Kentucky 
Kennesaw St. at Georgia St. 

S. Illinois at Murray St. 

Shorter at Samford 
SE Louisiana at Louisiana-Monroe 
Wake Forest at Tulane 
Savannah St. at UAB 

MIDWEST 
cesu at Ball St. 

Quincy at Indiana St. 

New Mexico St. at Minnesota 
MVSU at North Dakota 
Northwestern at Purdue 
SOUTHWEST 

Missouri St. at Oklahoma St. 
Northwestern St. at Texas A&M 
FAR WEST 
Weber St. at Utah 
W. Illinois at Montana St. 

UC Davis at San Jose St. 

Friday, Aug. 31 
SOUTH 

Army at Duke 

MIDWEST 

Syracuse at W. Michigan 
Monmouth (NJ) at E. Michigan 
Utah St. at Michigan St. 

W. Kentucky at Wisconsin 

FAR WEST 

Western St. (Col.) at Idaho St. 

Portland St. at Nevada 
San Diego St. at Stanford 
Colorado at Colorado St. 

Saturday, Sept. 1 
EAST 

Texas St. at Rutgers 
Villanova at Temple 
St. Francis (Pa.) at Lehigh 
UMass at Boston College 
Holy Cross at Colgate 
Georgetown at Marist 
Lock Haven at Duquesne 
New Haven at Bryant 
Appalachian St. at Penn St. 

Albany (NY) at Pittsburgh 
William & Mary at Bucknell 
Delaware St. at Buffalo 
Lafayette at Sacred Heart 


Through Aug. 26 


4,518,651.42 

4,326,297.77 

3,668,310.57 

3,617,769.82 

3.609.983.32 
3,482,791.06 
3,444,442.21 

2.659.683.33 


1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Brooks Koepka 

3. Justin Thomas 

4. Justin Rose 

5. Jon Rahm 

5. Francesco Molinari 
7. Rory Mcliroy 
S. Rickie Fowler 
9. Jordan Spieth 
0. Jason Day 

1. Tommy Fleetwood 

2. Bryson DeChambeau 

3. Patrick Reed 

4. Bubba Watson 

5. Alex Noren 

6. Paul Casey 

7. Webb Simpson 


USA 

USA 

AUS 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

USA 

SWE 

ENG 

USA 


SOUTH 

Texas vs. Maryland at Landover, Md. 
James Madison at NC State 
Coastal Carolina at South Carolina 
Furman at Clemson 
Alcorn St. at Georgia Tech 
St. Augustine’s at Jacksonville 
Washington vs. Auburn at Atlanta 
Austin Peay at Georgia 
Cent. Michigan at Kentucky 
Tennessee vs. West Virginia at Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

Fort Valley St. at Florida A&M 
Tuskegee at Alabama St. 

Fordham at Charlotte 
NC A&T at East Carolina 
Limestone at Gardner-Webb 
SC State at Georgia Southern 
Shaw at Hampton 
Old Dominion at Liberty 
Virginia St. at Norfolk St. 

Elon at South Florida 
Boise St. at Troy 
Richmond at Virginia 
Newberry at W. Carolina 
The Citadel at Wofford 
Miles at Alabama A&M 
Brevard at Davidson 
Indiana at FlU 

Grambling St. at Louisiana-Lafayette 
Mercer at Memphis 
Towson at Morgan St. 

Louisiana Tech at South Alabama 
Jackson St. at Southern Miss. 
Bethune-Cookman vs. Tennessee St. 
Point (Ga.) at Stetson 
Mars Hill at ETSU 
Charleston Southern at Florida 
Stephen F. Austin at Mississippi St. 
Middle Tennessee at Vanderbilt 
Alabama vs. Louisville at Orlando, Fla. 

MIDWEST 
Kent St. at Illinois 
Oregon St. at Ohio St. 

Robert Morris at Dayton 
Howard at Ohio 
Butler at Youngstown St. 

N. Illinois at Iowa 
Marshall at Miami (Ohio) 

Cal Poly at N. Dakota St. 

UT Martin at Missouri 
William Jewell at Drake 
Nicholls at Kansas 
VMI at Toledo 
South Dakota at Kansas St. 

St. Xavier at Illinois St. 

Michigan at Notre Dame 
S. Dakota St. at Iowa St. 

Akron at Nebraska 

SOUTHWEST 
FAU at Oklahoma 
Houston at Rice 
Southern U. at TCU 

Mississippi vs. Texas Tech at Houston 
E. Illinois at Arkansas 
Morehouse at Ark.-Pine Bluff 
SE Missouri at Arkansas St. 

SW Baptist at Houston Baptist 
Kentucky Christian at Lamar 
Cent. Arkansas at Tulsa 
SMU at North Texas 
N. Arizona at UTEP 
Abilene Christian at Baylor 
Texas-Permian Basin at Texas Southern 
FAR WEST 

Stony Brook at Air Force 

Washington St. at Wyoming 

North Carolina at California 

UNLV at Southern Cal 

Cent. Washington at E. Washington 

McNeese St. at N. Colorado 

W. New Mexico at San Diego 

Cincinnati at UCLA 

Incarnate Word at New Mexico 

Bowling Green at Oregon 

North Alabama at S. Utah 

N. Iowa at Montana 

St. Francis (III.) at Sacramento St. 

Idaho at Fresno St. 

UTSA at Arizona St. 

BYU at Arizona 
Navy at Hawaii 

Sunday, Sept. 2 
SOUTH 

Prairie View at NC Central 

SOUTHWEST 

LSU VS. Miami at Arlington, Texas 

Monday, Sept. 3 
SOUTH 

Virginia Tech at Florida St. 


10. Eddie Pepperell 2,503,672.42 

World Points 

1. Francesco Molinari 

2. Justin Rose 

3. Jon Rahm 

4. Rory Mcliroy 

5. Tommy Fleetwood 

6. Tyrrell Hatton 

7. Alex Noren 

8. Thorbjorn Olesen 

9. Ian Poulter 
10. Rafa Cabrera Bello 

World rankings 


373.12 

366.69 

327.18 

309.29 

308.71 

252.68 

252.62 

177.01 

170.87 

168.75 


10.10 

10.00 

9.60 

8.41 

7.59 
7.28 
6.90 
6.63 

6.59 
6.38 
6.00 


18. Tony Finau 

19. Hideki Matsuyama 

20. Xander Schauffele 

21. Henrik Stenson 

22. Marc Leishman 

23. Patrick Cantlay 

24. Phil Mickelson 

25. Tyrrell Hatton 

26. Tiger Woods 

27. Sergio Garcia 

28. Kevin Kisner 

29. Kyle Stanley 

30. Rafael Cabrera Bello 

31. Matt Kuchar 

32. Ian Poulter 

33. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

34. Brian Harman 

35. Louis Oosthuizen 

36. Charley Hoffman 

37. Branden Grace 

38. Adam Scott 

39. Cameron Smith 

40. Thorbjorn Olesen 

41. Kevin Na 

42. Gary Woodland 

43. Satoshi Kodaira 

44. Daniel Berger 

45. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

46. Pat Perez 

47. Byeong Hun An 

48. Zach Johnson 

49. Brandt Snedeker 

50. Luke List 


USA 

ENG 

THA 

USA 


AUS 

AUS 

DEN 

USA 

USA 

JPN 

USA 

ENG 

USA 

KOR 

USA 

USA 

USA 


4.47 

4.39 

4.35 

4.31 

4.29 

4.18 

4.01 

4.00 

3.92 

3.83 

3.77 

3.72 

3.62 


WNBA playoffs 

First Round 
Tuesday, Aug. 21 

Phoenix 101, Dallas 83 
Los Angeles 75, Minnesota 68 

Second Round 
Thursday, Aug. 23 
Washington 96, Los Angeles 64 
Phoenix 96, Connecticut 86 
Semifinals 
(x-if necessary) 

(Best-of-five) 

Seattle 1, Phoenix 0 
Seattle 91, Phoenix 87 
Tuesday, Aug. 28: at Seattle 
Friday, Aug. 31: at Phoenix 
x-Sunday, Sept. 2: at Phoenix 
x-Tuesday, Sept. 4: at Seattle 
Washington 1, Atlanta 0 
Washington 87, Atlanta 84 
Tuesday, Aug. 28: at Atlanta 
Friday, Aug. 31: at Washington 
x-Sunday, Sept. 2: at Washington 
x-Tuesday, Sept. 4: at Atlanta 
Finals 

(Best-of-five) 
Thursday, Sept. 6: TBD 
Sunday, Sept. 9: TBD 
Wednesday, Sept 12: TBD 
x-Friday, Sept. 14: TBD 
x-Sunday, Sept. 16: TBD 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

MLB Players Association 

MLBPA — Named Bruce Meyer senior 
director, collective bargaining & legal. 

American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Sent C Christian 
Vazquez on a rehab assignment to Port¬ 
land (IL). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Activated LF JaCo- 
by Jones from the 10-day DL. Optioned CF 
Mike Gerber to Toledo (IL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Sent C Gary 
Sanchez on a rehab assignment to Scran¬ 
ton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). Signed RF Quintin 
Berry to a minor league contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Recalled RHP 
Daniel Mengden from Nashville (PCL). 
Optioned RHP Chris Bassitt to Nashville. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Placed LHP 
Marco Gonzales on the 10-day DL. Re¬ 
called OF Guillermo Heredia from Taco¬ 
ma (PCL). 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned LHP 
Max Fried to Gwinnett (IL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Sent RHP Rookie 
Davis outright to Louisville (IL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Signed RHP 
Zach McAllister to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Reinstat¬ 
ed RHP Ryan Madson from the 10-day DL. 
Placed RHP Kelvin Herrera on the 10-day 
DL. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

SAN ANTONIO SPURS - G Manu Gino- 
bili announced his retirement. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Named Tim Ellis chief market¬ 
ing officer. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Signed K Gior¬ 
gio Tavecchio. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed DE Robert 
Ayers. Waived CB Josh Okonye. 

HOUSTON TEXANS - Signed CB Kay- 
von Webster. Waived NT Marcus Hardi- 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Signed LB 
Brandon Chubb. Waived RB Tion Green. 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Waived C Ja¬ 
cob Judd. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Released 
WR Eric Decker and DB Eddie Pleasant. 
Signed RB Kenneth Farrow, WR K.J. Maye 
and RB Khalfani Muhammad. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Agreed to terms 
with WR Odell Beckham Jr. on a five-year 
contract extension. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Traded WR Ryan 
Switzer and a 2019 sixth-round draft pick 
to Pittsburgh for a 2019 fifth-round draft 
pick. Signed CB Jarell Carter and DT Con¬ 
nor Flagel. Released OT Breno Giacomini. 
Placed WR Griff Whalen on injured re¬ 
serve. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Agreed to terms 
with RB Lenard Tillery. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Announced a 
three-year extension of their affiliation 
agreement with Toledo (ECHL) through 
the 2020-21 season. 

FLORIDA PANTHERS - Agreed to 
terms with RW Troy Brouwer to a one- 
year contract. 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 

U.S. ANTI-DOPING AGENCY - Named 
Dr. Jennifer Royer TrueSport and athlete 
education director. Announced weight- 
lifter Robert Ortiz accepted a 16-month 
sanction for an anti-doping rule viola¬ 
tion. 

COLLEGE 

ARIZONA - Dismissed LB Santino 
Marchiol. 

MISSISSIPPI STATE - Suspended se¬ 
nior QB Nick Fitzgerald one game for a 
violation of team policy. 

PITTSBURGH — Announced graduate 
OB Jeff George Jr. has transferred from 
Michigan. 

UCLA — Suspended OL Boss Tagaloa 
and TE Devin Asiasi three games each, 
RB Soso Jamabo two games and DL Osa 
Odighizuwa, DB Mo Osling and DL Moses 
-i-Carr one game each for un¬ 


specified rules violations. 
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Seth Wenig/AP 

The New York Giants signed wide receiver Odell Beckham Jr. to a 
five-year contract extension Monday worth $19 million per season. 


Giants’ Beckham now 
highest-paid receiver 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— Odell Beckham Jr. of the New 
York Giants is now the NFL’s 
highest-paid wide receiver. 

The Giants on Monday an¬ 
nounced they have signed Beck¬ 
ham to a five-year contract 
extension that will keep the three¬ 
time Pro Bowler with the fran¬ 
chise for another six seasons. 

“We got him until he’s 108,” 
general manager Dave Gettle- 
man quipped. “I never worried 
whether or not we would get it 
done. I’m pleased, because the 
litmus test for a contract is that 
neither side is ticked off before 
the ink can dry, and neither side 
should be ticked off It’s a very 
fair deal.” 

The signing comes less than 
two weeks before the season 
opener against Jacksonville on 
Sept. 9 at MetLife Stadium. 

While terms were not dis¬ 
closed, the deal with the 25-year- 
old, 2014 first-rounder is worth 
about $95 million with $65 mil¬ 
lion guaranteed. 

Beckham’s $19 million average 
salary would top the $17 million 
earned by Antonio Brown of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. His $95 mil¬ 
lion deal also tops the $82.5 mil¬ 
lion deal receiver Mike Evans has 
with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

Beckham, who missed most 
of last season with a broken left 
ankle, was scheduled to make 
$8.4 million in the final year of 
his rookie contract. 

Beckham had said early in 
training camp that he was taking 
a risk practicing without a new 
contract. It paid off 

“Honestly, I don’t even know 
how to explain it,” Beckham said 
in a statement. “I don’t know if it’s 
a relief, I don’t know — it’s a com¬ 
bination of everything. You’ve 
worked all your life to get to this 
point and it’s finally here.” 


Beckham felt getting a new deal 
would be just a matter of time. 

“I knew that it would get done, 
it just was a matter of when and 
I’m just so happy that it is finally 
done now,” he said. 

In his first four seasons, Beck¬ 
ham has caught 313 passes for 
4,424 yards and 38 touchdowns. 

Beckham has not played in any 
of the Giants’ three preseason 
games as new coach Pat Shur- 
mur has taken a very cautious 
approach with the catalyst to his 
offense coming off his first m^or 
professional injury. 

It is unlikely that he will play 
in the preseason finale on Thurs¬ 
day against the New England 
Patriots so his first game action 
since being hurt on Oct. 8 will be 
against the Jaguars at home on 
Sept. 9. 

A lot has been written about 
Beckham’s contract situation 
since the end of last season. 
There were reports the Giants 
were involved in trade talks with 
the Rams and many wondered 
whether co-owners John Mara 
and Steve Tisch wanted to spend a 
lot of money on a player who also 
created some disturbing news off 
the field. 

Beckham annoyed many by 
going to Florida for a boat outing 
with teammates before a playoff 
game after the 2016 regular sea¬ 
son. He then played poorly in a 
one-sided loss to the Packers. 

His reputation took another hit 
when a video was posted with him 
in a room where a hand-rolled 
cigarette was visible. A woman 
next to him had unidentified 
white powder on a nearby table. 

During this past offseason, 
Beckham seemed to mature. He 
worked hard to overcome his in¬ 
jury, stayed out of trouble and 
developed a good relationship 
with Shurmur. He also said all 
the right things when asked about 
getting a new contract. 


Rams' starters healthy 
thanks to McVay's plan 


By Dan Greenspan 
Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif — Los Angeles Rams 
coach Sean McVay has been more cautious than 
most of his peers in how he has used his starters 
during the preseason. 

The starting offense, save for right guard Jamon 
Brown, will not play at all in the four exhibition 
games. The starting defense, save for outside line¬ 
backer Samson Ebukam, made a brief appearance 
in the third preseason game Saturday. 

Whether that approach will cause problems once 
the season starts remains to be seen. It’s worked 
out in at least one respect, as McVay said Monday 
the Rams are on track to be healthy for their sea¬ 
son opener at Oakland on Sept. 10. And players have 
been happy with McVay’s caution, with running 
back Todd Gurley saying he was living “everyone’s 
dream” by not playing in the preseason. 

McVay seemingly felt so comfortable about the 
strength of his team that he made an unprompted 
reference to defensive tackle Aaron Donald’s ongo¬ 
ing holdout. 

“We’re right on track with guys like (linebacker) 
Mark Barron that we have talked about. Everybody 
else we anticipate that we’re kind of projecting as a 
starter is ready to go. Obviously, the big question is 
will 99 (Donald) be a part of that thing or not? But 
we’re in a good place right now. Certainly we’ve got 
a lot of work to do in the meantime,” McVay said. 

The Rams, who are seeking to defend their first 
NFC West title since 2003, will continue to hold out 
starters and key reserves for their preseason finale 
at New Orleans on Thursday. 

McVay put defensive lineman Dominique Easley 
and outside linebacker Matt Longacre in that group. 
Easley did not play last season because of a tom 
ACL in his right knee, and Longacre missed most of 
training camp because of a biceps injury after un¬ 
dergoing back surgery last season. 

Both Easley and Longacre are expected to play 
mqjor roles this season with the Rams still unset¬ 
tled on the edge opposite Ekubam in their 3-4 de¬ 
fense. McVay was glad to see both get on the field 
against Houston because it was a milestone in their 
recoveries. 

“It was good for both those players to get some 
snaps, and now we’ll implement a program that we 



Mark J. Terhill/AP 


With the exception of a brief appearance by the 
starting defense in the third preseason game, 
Rams coach Sean McVay has kept his starters 
sidelined for every preseason game. 

feel like is going to be sustainable throughout the 
course of the season, but we won’t expect to see 
them this week,” McVay said. 

Tight end Gerald Everett, who sustained the 
most notable injury of training camp when he hurt 
his shoulder, is in line to play against the Raiders. 
McVay said Everett is running routes again, and 
the second-year South Alabama product was able 
to maintain his conditioning despite being in a sling 
for several weeks. 

The only lingering question in terms of health is 
the status of outside linebacker Ogbonnia Okoronk- 
wo. McVay said the fifth-round pick from Oklahoma 
is likely to start the season on the physically-unable- 
to-perform list after sustaining a foot injury during 
offseason workouts that required surgery. Start¬ 
ing the season with that designation would prevent 
Okoronkwo from practicing or playing for the first 
six weeks. 

“I would say not anything that he can control, but 
I think just the way the foot has responded hasn’t 
been ideal. It doesn’t have anything to do with the 
way that he has worked,” McVay said. 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Starting running back Todd Gurley hasn’t played in any of the Rams’ preaseason games. 
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Eric Christian Smith/AP 


Houston's Alex Bregman, right, celebrates his three-run homer 
against Oakland with George Springer in the eighth inning on Monday. 

Roundup 


Bregman lifts Astros 
to sixth straight win 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Alex Breg¬ 
man and Tyler White homered 
and drove in four runs apiece as 
Houston rallied to beat Oakland 
in the opener of their AL West 
showdown. 

It was the sixth straight win for 
the first-place Astros, who moved 
2 V 2 games ahead of the Athletics. 

George Springer and Jose Al- 
tuve each drove in a run during a 
five-run third inning that erased 
an early 4-0 deficit. This was the 
first game with Springer, Altuve 
and Carlos Correa in the lineup 
together since June 25. Springer, 
who pinch-hit Sunday, missed the 
previous five games with a quad¬ 
riceps injury. 

“When we’re healthy, we’re the 
best team in baseball,” said third 
baseman Bregman, who tied a ca¬ 
reer high with four hits. 

The A’s jumped on starter Ger- 
rit Cole (12-5) for four runs be¬ 
hind a two-run homer by Marcus 
Semien in the second and a two- 
run run shot by Matt Chapman in 
the third. 

Cole allowed four hits and 
struck out eight to move ahead of 
teammate Justin Verlander (229) 
and into first place in the AL with 
234 strikeouts. 

Orioles 7, Blue Jays 0: Ken- 
drys Morales had his home run 
streak snapped at seven games 
by host Baltimore, which ended 
an eight-game skid by defeating 
Toronto. 

Striving to tie the m^or league 
record of homering in eight 
straight games. Morales went 0- 
for-3 with a walk and did not hit 
the ball out of the infield. 

Cubs 7, Mets 4: Jon Lester 
pitched six innings, drove in two 
runs with a timely single off Noah 
Syndergaard and made two nice 
plays in the field to help host Chi¬ 
cago beat New York for its sixth 
consecutive victory. 

Anthony Rizzo homered and 


Daniel Murphy reached three 
more times from the leadoff spot 
as the NL-leading Cubs moved a 
season-high 24 games over .500. 
Murphy is batting .407 (ll-for-27) 
in six games since he was acquired 
in a trade with Washington. 

Nationals 5, Phillies 3: Ste¬ 
phen Strasburg threw six effec¬ 
tive innings. Matt Wieters hit a 
solo homer and visiting Washing¬ 
ton defeated Philadelphia. 

The Phillies fell 3 Vi games 
behind first-place Atlanta in the 
NL East after losing the opener 
for the seventh straight series. 
They’re 6-12 since Aug. 8 and 
have dropped five games in the 
standings during that span. 

White Sox 6, Yankees 2: Car¬ 
los Rodon pitched two-hit ball for 
seven innings, Yoan Moncada 
doubled in two runs and surging 
Chicago beat host New York for 
its fourth straight win. 

The White Sox have won 10 of 
13 and clinched their first win¬ 
ning month this season by im¬ 
proving to 15-10 in August. 

Giants 2, Diamondbacks 0: 
Chris Stratton threw a career- 
high eight innings to outpitch 
Patrick Corbin, and Steven Dug- 
gar hit an early two-run homer 
as host San Francisco blanked 
Arizona. 

The Diamondbacks remained 
a game up in the NL West over 
Colorado when the Rockies lost to 
the Angels. 

Angels 10, Rockies 7: Mike 
Trout and Shohei Ohtani hom¬ 
ered, Eric Young Jr. drove in the 
go-ahead run during a five-run 
eighth inning and host Los Ange¬ 
les blew a three-run lead before 
rallying past Colorado to snap a 
six-game skid. 

After DJ LeMahieu’s first ca¬ 
reer grand slam put the Rockies 
up 7-5 in the eighth, the strug¬ 
gling Angels improbably mount¬ 
ed a five-run surge in the bottom 
of the inning. 


Scoreboard 


American League 


East Division 


Boston 
New York 
Tampa Bay 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Kansas City 

Houston 
Oakland 
Seattle 
Los Angeles 


83 48 .634 6y2 

70 61 .534 19y2 

60 71 .458 29y2 

38 94 .288 52 


Central Division 


74 56 .569 - 

13 
2iy2 
22V2 
341/2 


53 78 .405 

52 79 .397 

40 91 .305 


West Division 


50 .618 - 

79 53 .598 21/2 


64 68 .485 171/2 
58 74 .439 231/2 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 73 57 .562 - 

Philadelphia 70 61 .534 31/2 

Washington 66 66 .500 8 

New York 58 73 .443 151/2 

Miami 53 79 .402 21 

Central Division 

Chicago 77 53 .592 - 

St. Louis 73 58 .557 41/2 

Milwaukee 73 59 .553 5 

Pittsburgh 64 67 .489 131/2 

Cincinnati 56 75 .427 211/2 

West Division 

Arizona 72 59 .550 - 

Colorado 71 60 .542 1 

Los Angeles 70 61 .534 2 

San Francisco 66 67 .496 7 

San Diego 50 83 .376 23 

Monday’s games 
Baltimore 7, Toronto 0 
Chicago White Sox 6, N.Y. Yankees 2 
Houston 11, Oakland 4 
Washington 5, Philadelphia 3 
Chicago Cubs 7, N.Y. Mets 4 
L.A. Angels 10, Colorado 7 
San Francisco 2, Arizona 0 
Tuesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox at N.Y. Yankees 
Toronto at Baltimore 
Miami at Boston 
Minnesota at Cleveland 
Tampa Bay at Atlanta 
L.A. Dodgers at Texas 
Oakland at Houston 
Detroit at Kansas City 
Colorado at L.A. Angels 
Seattle at San Diego 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Milwaukee at Cincinnati 
N.Y. Mets at Chicago Cubs 
Pittsburgh at St. Louis 
Arizona at San Francisco 

Wednesday’s games 
Oakland (Cahill 5-3) at Houston 
(Keuchel 10-10) 

Detroit (Boyd 8-11) at Kansas City 
(Duffy 7-11) 

Seattle (Gonzales 12-9) at San Diego 
(Lucchesi 6-7) 

Miami (Richards 3-7) at Boston (Price 
14-6) 

Chicago White Sox (Lopez 4-9) at N.Y. 
Yankees (Sabathia 7-4) 

Toronto (Borucki 3-3) at Baltimore 
(Cobb 4-15) 

Minnesota (Stewart 0-1) at Cleveland 
(Plutko 4-4) 

Tampa Bay (Glasnow 1-3) at Atlanta 
(Newcomb 11-6) 

L.A. Dodgers (Wood 7-6) at Texas (Mi¬ 
nor 10-6) 

N.Y. Mets (Vargas 4-8) at Chicago Cubs 
(Mills 0-0) 

Washington (Gonzalez 7-11) at Phila¬ 
delphia (Arrieta 9-9) 

Milwaukee (Peralta 6-4) at Cincinnati 
(Harvey 6-7) 

Pittsburgh (Williams 10-9) at St. Louis 
(Mikolas 13-3) 

Arizona (Godley 13-7) at San Francisco 
(Rodriguez 6-1) 

Monday 

Astros 11, Athletics 4 

Oakland Houston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Martini If 4 0 0 0 Sprngeref 3 2 11 

M.Chpmn3b 4 12 2 Bregman 3b 5 2 4 4 

Lowrie2b 4 0 0 0 Altuve 2b 4 12 1 

K.Davisdh 3 10 0 Correa ss 5 110 

M.OIson lb 3 0 0 0 M.Gnzal If 4 2 3 1 

Pscottyrf 4 0 10 White lb 4 12 4 

Semien ss 4 112 Gattisdh 5 0 10 

Lucroyc 3 0 10 Reddick rf 4 110 

Lureano cf 3 110 MIdnado c 4 1 1 0 
Totals 32 4 6 4 Totals 38111611 
Oakland 022 000 000- 4 

Houston 005 000 06x-ll 

E-Martini (2). DP-Oakland 1, Hous¬ 
ton 1. LOB—Oakland 3, Houston 8. 
2B—M.Chapman (32), Laureano (2), 
Springer (23), Bregman (41), Altuve (26), 
M.Gonzalez (21). HR-M.Chapman (21), 
Semien (11), Bregman (25), White (9). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Anderson L,3-4 


2% 


5 5 


Mengden 440 

Trivino 1/3 2 4 

Pagan ^3 1 2 

Houston 

Cole W,12-5 6 4 4 

McHugh H,7 110 

Pressly H,13 10 0 

Smith 110 

WP-Cole. T-3:16. A-43,i; 


Angels 10, Rockies 7 

Colorado Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

BIckmoncf 2 10 0 K.CIhunrf 4 13 0 
LMahieu2b 5 2 3 4 Fltcher2b 5 110 

C.Gnzalrf 5 0 3 0 Trout cf 3 3 2 2 

Arenado3b 5 0 0 1 Ohtani dh 5 2 2 3 

Story ss 4 0 10 Pujols lb 3 0 0 0 

Hllidaydh 5 0 10 J.Mrtepr-lbO 1 0 0 
Desmond lb 4 10 0 Simmons ss 3 0 0 1 

Dahl If 4 110 F.Arciac 4 0 0 0 

Woltersc 3 12 1 Ward 3b 3 0 0 0 

Innettaph-c 0 10 0 Cowart 3b 0 10 0 
YngJr. If 4 12 2 
Totals 37 711 6 Totals 3410 10 8 
Colorado 002 000 140- 7 

Los Angeles 000 401 OSx—10 

E—Story (10). DP—Los Angeles 1. 
LOB—Colorado 10, Los Angeles 6.2B—Le- 
Mahieu (27), Dahl (8), K.Calhoun (14). 
HR-LeMahieu (12), Wolters (3), Trout 
(31), Ohtani (15). SB-C.Gonzalez (5), 
Story (20), K.Calhoun (6), J.Marte (1). 
SF-Simmons (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Gray 6% 7 5 5 0 1 

McGee 1/3 1 0 0 0 1 

Ottavino L,6-3 H,28 % 1 4 3 3 1 

Oh BS,5 1/3 1 10 2 1 

Los Angeles 

Despaigne 4 6 2 2 4 2 

Buttrey VA 0 0 0 0 2 

Alvarez H,9 1 2 110 0 

Anderson 1-1,16 % 1 1111 

Jerez H,3 1/3 0 2 2 2 0 

Johnson W,5-3 BS,3 % 2 110 1 

Ramirez S,1-4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Despaigne pitched to 1 batter in the 
5th J.Anderson pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th WP—Anderson, Johnson. T—3:37. 

A-35,305 (45,050). 

Cubs 7, Mets 4 

New York Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Rsrioss 5 12 1 D.Mrphy2b 4 12 0 
A.Jcksn cf 5 0 2 1 Strop p 0 0 0 0 

Flores lb 4 0 0 0 J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

T.FrzerSb 4 0 0 0 Chavez p 0 0 0 0 

Cnfortolf 3 111 J.Baezss 5 12 0 

J.Btstarf 3 0 0 0 Rizzo lb 5 2 3 2 

Jo.Ryes 2b 4 0 0 0 Zbist rf-lf-2b 5 12 1 

Plweckic 3 2 2 1 Heywrdcf-rf3 1 1 0 
Syndrgr p 1 0 0 0 Cntrras c 4 111 

McNeil ph 1 0 0 0 Schwrbrif 3 0 10 

Blevins p 0 0 0 0 Edwrds p 0 0 0 0 

Dr.Smthp 0 0 0 0 I.Happ If 0 0 0 0 

Zamora p 0 0 0 0 Lester p 2 0 12 

Bruce ph 10 10 LStllaph 10 0 0 
Cishekp 0 0 0 0 
Almraph-cfl 0 0 0 
Bote3b 4 0 10 

Totals 34 4 8 4 Totals 37 714 6 

New York 120 000 100-4 

Chicago 103 000 21x-7 

E-Bote (1). LOB-New York 7, Chicago 
9. 2B-D.Murphy (11), J.Baez (35), Rizzo 
2 (24), Zobrist (22). HR-Conforto (19), 
Plawecki (5), Rizzo (22). SB—A.Rosario 
(16), D.Murphy (2). CS-A.Rosario (9), 
A.Jackson (3), J.Baez (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Syndergaard 6 9 4 4 3 6 

Blevins L,l-2 0 3 2 2 0 0 

Smith 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Zamora 1 1110 2 

Ster®° 6 5 3 3 3 3 

CishekW,4-lBS,3 1 1110 1 

Edwards Jr. H,19 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Strop H,9 1/3 1 0 0 10 

Wilson 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Chavez S,3-4 % 0 0 0 0 2 

Blevins pitched to 3 batters in the 7th 
J.Wilson pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
WP-Syndergaard. T-3:15. A-38,935 

(41,649). 

Nationals 5, Phillies 3 

Washington Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Eaton rf 5 0 11 Quinn cf 4 111 

Madsonp 0 0 0 0 Hoskins If 3 12 1 

Ju.MlIrp 0 0 0 0 C.Hrnan2b 4 0 11 

T.Trnerss 5 0 11 W.Ramosc 4 0 10 

Harper cf-rf 4 110 A.Cbrrass 4 0 10 
Rendon 3b 4 0 10 C.Sntna lb 3 0 0 0 

J.Soto If 4 12 1 Franco 3b 4 0 0 0 

Zmmrmanlb3 0 1 0 N.WIImsrf 3 10 0 
Wieters c 4 111 EfIinp 10 0 0 

Difo2b 3 2 10 Avilanp 0 0 0 0 

Strsbrg p 2 0 0 0 L.Grcia p 0 0 0 0 

Collins p 0 0 0 0 Knapp ph 10 0 0 

M.Tylorph-cf 1 0 0 0 Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 5 9 4 Totals 31 3 6 3 

Washington 110 201 000-5 

Philadelphia 002 000 010-3 

E-Eflin (1). DP-Philadelphia 1. LOB- 
Washington 9, Philadelphia 5. 2B—Eaton 
(12). 3B-Quinn (2). HR-Wieters (6), 
Hoskins (27). SB-Difo (7). S-Strasburg 
(4), Efiin (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Strasburg W,7-7 
Collins H,3 
Madson H,14 
Miller S,l-1 


Giants 2, Diamondbacks 0 

Arizona San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Jay cf 4 0 3 0 MeCtehn rf 3 0 1 0 

Diekman p 0 0 0 0 Slater lb 3 0 10 

Ziegler p 0 0 0 0 Beltph-lb 10 0 0 
E.Escbr3b 4 0 10 Lngoria3b 3 0 0 0 

D.PrItalf 4 0 0 0 Hundley c 3 0 0 0 

Gidschm lb 3 0 0 0 Pence If 3 0 0 0 

DscalsoZb 4 0 0 0 G.Hrnan If 0 0 0 0 

SzaJr.rf 3 0 10 B.Crwfrss 3 110 

Ahmed ss 4 0 0 0 d’Arnud 2b 3 0 0 0 

Avila c 3 0 0 0 Duggaref 3 112 

Corbin p 2 0 0 0 Strtton p 2 0 0 0 

Polickph-cf 1 0 0 0 Hanson ph 10 0 0 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 

Strekin p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 0 5 0 Totals 28 2 4 2 

Arizona 000 000 000-0 

San Francisco 020 000 OOx—2 

LOB—Arizona 7, San Francisco 3. 2B— 
McCutchen (28). 3B—Jay (6). HR—Duggar 
(2). SB-Hundley (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Corbin L,10-5 7 4 2 2 1 9 

Diekman 1/3 0 0 0 0 1 

Ziegler % 0 0 0 0 0 

San Francisco 

Stratton W,9-7 8 5 0 0 0 6 

Watson H,28 % 0 0 0 1 1 

Strickland S,14-18 1/3 0 0 0 1 0 

T-2;32. A-38,808 (41,915). 

Orioies 7, Bine Jays 0 

Toronto Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsnrf 3 0 0 0 Mullins cf 4 110 

T.Hrndph-rf 10 10 VillarZb 2 2 2 0 

McKnney If 4 0 2 0 A.Jones rf 3 110 

K.MrIesdh 3 0 0 0 C.DavIs lb 4 111 

Smoaklb 4 0 0 0 Mancinidh 4 2 2 5 

Grichukef 4 0 10 T.Bckhmss 4 0 11 

A.Diazss 4 0 10 R.Nunez3b 4 0 10 

R.Mrtin3b 4 0 10 J.Ptrsn If 4 0 10 

Mailec 3 0 10 Joseph c 4 0 10 

D.Trvis2b 4 0 0 0 

Totals 34 0 7 0 Totals 33 7 11 7 
Toronto 000 000 000-0 

Baltimore 000 004 30x-7 

DP—Toronto 1. LOB—Toronto 9, Balti¬ 
more 6. 2B-McKinney (3), Grichuk (22), 
R.Martin (8), Mancini (19), J.Peterson 
(12). HR-Mancini (19). SB-Villar (20), 
A.Jones (5).S-Mullins (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Gaviglio L,3-7 5^A 7 4 4 2 2 

Barnes 1 4 3 3 1 1 

Smith 11/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Baltimore 

Hess W,3-8 6 4 0 0 2 5 

Castro 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Fry 1 2 0 0 0 2 

Givens 1 1 0 0 0 1 

WP-Gaviglio 2. T-2;49. A-15,436 
(45,971). 

White Sox 6, Yankees 2 

Chicago New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Y.Sanch3b 5 110 A.Hickscf 4 0 0 0 

Ti.Andrss 5 12 2 Stanton dh 4 0 0 0 

A.Grciarf 5 0 10 Andujar3b 3 10 0 

Palkadh 4 110 Voitlb 4 0 10 

Dvidson lb 4 10 0 G.Trres ss 2 112 

Narvaez c 4 12 0 N.WIkerrf 3 0 0 0 

Moncada 2b 4 0 12 Hgshokac 3 0 0 0 

DImnicolf 3 0 0 1 Trreyes2b 3 0 10 

LaMarre If 0 0 0 0 S.Rbnsn If 2 0 0 0 

Engel cf 4 13 0 Gardnrph-lfl 0 0 0 
Totals 38 611 5 Totals 29 2 3 2 
Chicago 000 003 102-6 

New York 000 200 000-2 

E-A.Cole (1), Voit (1), S.Robinson (1). 
DP-Chicago 1, New York 1. LOB-Chica- 
go 8, New York 4. 2B—TI.Anderson 2 (24), 
Narvaez (14), Moncada (23). 3B—Torreyes 
(1). HR-G.Torres (20). SB-TI.Anderson 
(25), G.Torres (5). CS-Engel (6). SF-Del- 


R ER BB SO 


2 2 3 5 


Efiin L,9-5 51/3 8 5 3 2 5 

Avilan 1/3 1 0 0 10 

Garcia VA 0 0 0 1 1 

Morgan 2 0 0 0 1 2 

WP-Eflin, Morgan. T-3:13. A-21,261 
(43,647). 


monico (1). 

Chicago 

Rodon W,6-3 
Minaya H,6 
Cedeno 
New York 
Tanaka L,9-5 
Kahnie 
Cole 


Leaders 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Batting— Martinez, Boston, .337; Bet¬ 
ts, Boston, .336; Altuve, Houston, .332; 
Machado, Los Angeles, .315; Segura, 
Seattle, .314; Trout, Los Angeles, .313; 
Smith, Tampa Bay, .307; Merrifield, Kan¬ 
sas City, .307; Brantley, Cleveland, .301; 
Andujar, New York, .301. 

RBI— Martinez, Boston, 110; Davis, 
Oakland, 103; Ramirez, Cleveland, 91; En- 
carnaclon, Cleveland, 87; Bogaerts, Bos¬ 
ton, 84; Bregman, Houston, 83; Haniger, 
Seattle, 83; Lowrie, Oakland, 82; Stanton, 
New York, 82; Cruz, Seattle, 79. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Batting— Freeman, Atlanta, .313; 
Markakis, Atlanta, .312; Zobrist, Chicago, 
.309; Yelich, Milwaukee, .309; Arenado, 
Colorado, .308; Gennett, Cincinnati, .308; 
Cain, Milwaukee, .307; Martinez, St. Lou¬ 
is, .307; Peralta, Arizona, .302; Dickerson, 
Pittsburgh, .298. 

RBI— Baez, Chicago, 97; Suarez, Cin¬ 
cinnati, 93; Aguilar, Milwaukee, 91; Are¬ 
nado, Colorado, 91; Rizzo, Chicago, 86; 
Story, Colorado, 85; Harper, Washington, 
84; Hoskins, Philadelphia, 82; Markakis, 
Atlanta, 81; Freeman, Atlanta, 78. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/US OPEN 



Darren Abate/AP 


The Spurs’ Manu Ginobili, left, announced Monday he was retiring 
at age 41 after a “fabulous journey” in which he helped San Antonio 
win four NBA championships in 16 seasons with the team. 

Briefly 


Ginobili retiring 
after 16 seasons 


Associated Press 

Manu Ginobili has played 
his final game, and with that a 
new era awaits the San Antonio 
Spurs. 

Ginobili announced his decision 
to retire Monday, the 41-year-old 
wrapping up what he called a 
“fabulous journey” in which he 
helped the Spurs win four NBA 
championships in 16 seasons with 
the club. 

The smooth left-handed guard 
from Argentina came to San An¬ 
tonio in 2002, forming what quick¬ 
ly became a powerful “Big 3” 
alongside Tim Duncan and Tony 
Parker. Now, they’ve all moved 
on: Duncan retired two years ago, 
Parker left San Antonio earlier 
this summer as a free agent to 
sign with the Charlotte Hornets, 
and Ginobili has worn Spurs col¬ 
ors for the last time as well. 

“Today, with a wide range of 
feelings. I’m announcing my re¬ 
tirement from basketball,” Gino¬ 
bili wrote on Twitter in making 
the announcement. “IMMENSE 
GRATITUDE to everyone (fam¬ 
ily, friends, teammates, coaches, 
staff, fans) involved in my life 
in the last 23 years. It’s been a 
fabulous journey. Way beyond my 
wildest dreams.” 

The image Ginobili chose to 
accompany that tweet: a photo of 
him walking off the floor, away 
from the camera, with four fin¬ 
gers aloft — signifying his four 
titles. 

“An NBA champion and All- 
Star, Manu Ginobili is also a 
pioneer who helped globalize the 
NBA,” NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver said. “He is one of basket¬ 
ball’s greatest ambassadors who 
believes in the power of sports 
to change lives. And for 16 years, 
we were fortunate to watch a leg¬ 
end compete at the highest level. 
Thank you, Manu, for a career 
that inspired millions of people 
around the world.” 

Ginobili’s pro career lasted 23 
seasons in all, starting with stints 
in Italy and Argentina. His draw¬ 
ing power was massive even in 


his final season, and it was com¬ 
mon for him to spend plenty of 
time before road games posing 
for photos and signing autographs 
— often international fans proud¬ 
ly displaying an Argentine flag. 

“A role model for all of us that 
love this wonderful sport,” Spurs 
forward Pau Gasol said. 

Saban not ready yet 
to name starting QB 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Ala¬ 
bama coach Nick Saban isn’t 
ready to answer the starting 
quarterback question, and frank¬ 
ly, he and his players are tired of 
hearing it. 

For the record, Saban didn’t say 
Monday whether it will be Jalen 
Hurts or Tua Tagovailoa starting 
for the defending national cham¬ 
pions in the season opener Sat¬ 
urday night against Louisville in 
Orlando, Fla. 

His players had no fresh in¬ 
sights on the topic either. 

“I’ve answered this question 
100 times, maybe 200 times,” tail¬ 
back Damien Harris said. “My 
answer hasn’t changed. The team 
feels the same way from the first 
time we ever got asked about it. 

“I think at this point any other 
question about the quarterback 
situation needs to be directed to¬ 
ward coach Saban.” 

In other college football news: 

■ Florida has named sopho¬ 
more Feleipe Franks its starting 
quarterback to begin the season 
when the Gators open against 
Charleston Southern on Saturday. 

■ Nebraska coach Scott Frost 
said quarterback Tristan Geb- 
bia has been granted a release, 
freeing him to transfer to another 
school. 

True freshman Adrian Marti¬ 
nez was named the starting quar¬ 
terback over the weekend. Gebbia 
on Monday dropped his classes. 

Gebbia was recruited by for¬ 
mer coach Mike Riley and ranked 
among the top pro-style quarter¬ 
backs coming out of high school 
in 2017. 


Serena cruises in opener 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Serena Wil¬ 
liams was disappointed she didn’t 
get to say goodbye to her daughter 
before heading to Flushing Mead¬ 
ows to play in the US. Open for 
the first time in two years Mon¬ 
day night. 

So after needing just 70 minutes 
to put together a 6-4, 6-0 victory 
over 68th-ranked Magda Linette 
of Poland under the lights at Ar¬ 
thur Ashe Stadium, Williams was 
excited to go make amends. 

Williams told the crowd in her 
on-court interview afterward that 
it “kind of broke my spirit” to not 
have a proper farewell with Olym¬ 
pia, who turns 1 on Saturday. 

“But I got through it,” Williams 
said, “and I get to go back and see 
her.” 

The six-time champion at the 
U.S. Open missed it last year be¬ 
cause she gave birth during the 
tournament. 

The American, who turns 37 in 
September, did not seem to miss 
a beat. She hit six aces, won all 
eight of her service games and 
compiled a 23-9 edge in winners. 

“It’s such a good feeling to be 
back out here,” said Williams, who 
improved to 18-0 in first-round 
matches at Flushing Meadows 
and 68-1 in openers at all Slams. 
“The first set was tight. It was my 
first back here in New York, so 
that wasn’t the easiest. Once I got 
settled, I started doing what I’m 
trying to do in practice.” 

Williams came into this week 
in what amounts to a real slump 
for her, with losses in three of her 
past four matches. Then again, 
one of those setbacks came in 
the Wimbledon final against An- 
gelique Kerber. 

Still, she is not accustomed to 
those sorts of stretches. 

This is only her seventh tour- 

Scoreboard 



Julio Cortez/AP 


Serena Williams defeated Magda 
Linette 6-4, 6-0 on Monday in 
the first round of the U.S. Open. 

nament this season as she bids for 
her 24th Grand Slam title. 

“I think I’m getting there,” 
Williams said. “I’ve been feeling 
really good in practice and I’m 
training so hard.” 

Looked that way as she fin¬ 
ished off Linette with a 114 mph 
ace, then smiled ever so slightly 
while shaking a clenched fist as 
she walked up to the net. 

She is seeded 17th and moved 
into a second-round meeting 
against lOlst-ranked Carina Wit- 
thoeft. Win that, and Wilhams 
could face a very familiar foe in 
the third round: her older sis¬ 
ter, Venus, a two-time U.S. Open 
champion who is seeded No. 16 
and edged 2004 champ Svetlana 
Kuznetsova 6-3,5-7,6-3 Monday. 

It would be the earliest match¬ 
up for the sisters at a Grand Slam 
tournament in two decades: Their 
very first all-in-the-family show¬ 
down came in the second round 
of the 1998 Australian Open. 

“Hopefully,” Venus said, “we’ll 
both be there.” 

On Tuesday, Australian Open 
champion Caroline Wozniacki de¬ 
feated Sam Stosur 6-3, 6-2. 

Top-ranked Rafael Nadal ad¬ 


vanced to the second round when 
David Ferrer retired in the second 
set of their all-Spanish matchup. 

Nadal won the first set but trailed 
3-4 in the second when Ferrer had 
to stop because of injury. 

Ferrer said afterward it was 
his final Grand Slam match and 
he was sorry he wasn’t able to fin¬ 
ish it. 

Andy Murray and Stan Wawrin- 
ka, a pair of former U.S. Open 
champions, both were winners 
in their return to the tournament 
after having to miss it last year. 

Wawrinka ousted No. 8 seed 
Grigor Dimitrov 6-3, 6-2, 7-5, 
while Murray eliminated James 
Duckworth 6-7 (5), 6-3, 7-5, 6-3. 

Murray hadn’t played in a Grand 
Slam tournament since Wimble¬ 
don last year, before needing hip 
surgery that has hmited him to 
just eight matches this year. He 
said before the weekend it wasn’t 
realistic to think he could win this 
U.S. Open, and the 2012 champion 
was asked after the match what 
would have needed to happen for 
him to change his tune. 

“I would have been able to train 
and practice a lot more than what 
I have done. I would have played 
more matches in the buildup to 
the tournament. I mean, there’s 
many, many things that I would 
have wanted to change to be con¬ 
sidered a contender,” he said. 

Wawrinka has a little more rea¬ 
son for hope. The 2016 champion 
couldn’t defend his title last year 
and needed two left knee surger¬ 
ies, but has had some good results 
this summer. He also eliminated 
Dimitrov in the first round at 
Wimbledon, won a couple match¬ 
es in Toronto before falling to top- 
ranked Rafael Nadal, and took 
Roger Federer to three sets in the 
quarterfinals in Cincinnati. 


Monday 


at USTA Billie Jean King 
Nationai Tennis Center 
(seedings in parentheses): 

Men’s Singies 
First Round 

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. David Fer- 
er, Spain, 6-3, 3-4, ret. 

Vasek Pospisil, Canada, def. Lukas 
Lacko, Slovakia, 7-5, 6-3, 6-2. 

Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, def. Gilles Mull¬ 
er, Luxembourg, 7-6 (2), 6-7 (9), 5-7, 7-6 
( 6 ), 6 - 2 . 

Karen Khachanov (27), Russia, def. Al¬ 
bert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 6-3, 6-2, 6-3. 

Jack Sock (18), United States, def. Gui¬ 
do Andreozzi, Argentina, 6-0, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 

Nikoioz Basiiashvili, Georgia, def. Aljaz 
Bedene, Slovenia, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2, 2-6, 6-4. 

Guido Pella, Argentina, def. Casper 
Ruud, Norway, 6-4, 6-4, 6-1. 

Paolo Lorenzi, Italy, def. Kyle Edmund 
(16), Britain, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5, 6-1. 

Dominic Thiem (9), Austria, def. Mirza 
Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-3, 6-1, 6-4. 

Steve Johnson, United States, def. De¬ 
lis Istomin, Uzbekistan, 6-3, 7-6 (6), 6-3. 

Taylor Fritz, US, def. Mischa Zverev, 
Germany, 4-6, 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (2), 6-2. 

Jason Kubler, Australia, def. Roberto 
Bautista-Agut (19), Spain, 6-3, 6-3, 6-4. 

Denis Shapovalov (28), Canada, def. 
Felix Auger Allassime, Canada, 7-5, 5-7, 
4-1, ret. 

Andreas SeppI, Italy, def. Sam Querrey, 
United States, 6-7 (6), 6-4, 6-2, 2-1, ret. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Andrey 
Rublev, Russia, 6-2, 4-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Kevin Anderson (5), S.Africa, def. Ryan 
Harrison, US, 7-6 (4), 5-7, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Juan Martin del Potro (3), Argentina, 
def. Donald Young, US, 6-0, 6-3, 6-4. 

Denis Kudia, United States, def. Mat¬ 
eo Berrettini, Italy, 6-4, 7-5, 6-2. 

Andy Murray, Britain, def. James Duck¬ 
worth, Australia, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 7-5, 6-3. 

Fernando Verdasco (31), Spain, def. 


Feliciano Lopez, Spain, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4. 

Borna Coric (20), Croatia, def. Florian 
Mayer, Germany, 6-2, 6-2, 5-7, 6-4. 

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. 
Mitchell Krueger, US, 3-6, 6-2, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Daniil Medvedev, Russia, def. Evgeny 
Donskoy, Russia, 7-5, 6-4, 6-2. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (15), Greece, def. 
Tommy Robredo, Spain, 6-3, 7-6 (1), 6-4. 

John Isner (11), US, def. Bradley Klahn, 
US, 7-6 (3), 6-3, 6-4. 

Nicolas Jarry, Chile, def. Peter Gojowc- 
zyk, Germany, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-1, 7-5. 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Jordan 
Thompson, Australia, 7-5, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. Damir 
Dzumhur (24), Bosnia-Herzegovina, 3-6, 
6-1, 6-3, 6-4. 

Milos Raonic (25), Canada, def. Carlos 
Berlocq, Argentina, 7-6 (4), 6-4, 1-6, 6-3. 

Gilies Simon, France, def. Lloyd Harris, 
South Africa, 6-2, 6-2, 6-3. 

Ugo Humbert, France, def. Collin Al- 
tamirano. United States, 6-3, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland, def. Grig¬ 
or Dimitrov (8), Bulgaria, 6-3, 6-2, 7-5. 

Women’s Singles 
First Round 

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Simona Ha- 
lep (1), Romania, 6-2, 6-4. 

Jil Teichmann, Switzerland, def. Dallla 
Jakupovic, Slovenia, 6-3, 6-0. 

Vania King, United States, def. Natalia 
Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Rebecca Peterson, Sweden, def. An¬ 
astasia Pavlyuchenkova (27), Russia, 1-6, 
6-4, 6-3. 

Serena Wiiliams (17), United States, 
def. Magda Linette, Poland, 6-4, 6-0. 

Carina Witthoeft, Germany, def. Caro¬ 
line Dolehide, United States, 6-3, 7-6. 

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Whitney Osu- 
igwe. United States, 6-4, 6-1. 

Venus Williams (16), US, def. Svetlana 
Kuznetsova, Russia, 6-3,5-7, 6-3. 

Garbine Muguruza (12), Spain, def. Sh- 
uai Zhang, China, 6-3, 6-0. 

Karolina Muchova, Czech Repubiic, 


def. Dayana Yastremska, Ukraine, 6-4, 
6-2. 

Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic, def. 
Petra Martic, Croatia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Ashleigh Barty (18), Australia, def. 
0ns Jabeur, Tunisia, 6-1, 6-3. 

Maria Sakkari (32), Greece, def. Asia 
Muhammad, United States, 6-3, 6-3. 

Sofia Kenin, US, def. Madison Brengle, 
US, 6-0, 4-6, 7-6 (4). 

Ana Bogdan, Romania, def. Marie 
Bouzkova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-2. 

Karolina Pliskova (8), Czech Republic, 
def. Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 7-6 
(4). 

Sloane Stephens (3), United States, 
def. Evgeniya Rodina, Russia, 6-1, 7-5. 

Anhelina Kalinina, Ukraine, def. Ka- 
thinka Von Deichmann, Liechtenstein, 
1-6, 7-6 (0), 5-2, ret. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Vikto¬ 
ria Kuzmova, Slovakia, 6-3, 7-5. 

Daria Gavrilova (25), Australia, def. 
Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 6-0, 6-0. 

Barbora Strycova (23), Czech Repubiic, 
def. Danielle Lao, United States, 6-3, 6-4. 

Lara Arruabarrena-Vecino, Spain, def. 
Kateryna Kozlova, Ukraine, 6-0, 6-3. 

Vera Lapko, Belarus, def. Katerina 
Bondarenko, Ukraine, 6-3, 6-3. 

Elise Mertens (15), Belgium, def. Ku- 
rumi Nara, Japan, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 7-5. 

Julia Goerges (9), Germany, def. Anna 
Kalinskaya, Russia, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 6-2. 

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. 
Heather Watson, Britain, 6-1, 3-6, 6-3. 

Ciaire Liu, United States, def. Polona 
Hercog, Slovenia, 7-6 (4), 1-6, 6-4. 

Anastasija Sevastova (19), Latvia, def. 
Donna Vekic, Croatia, 6-2, 2-6, 6-3. 

Qiang Wang, China, def. Magdalena 
Rybarikova (31), Slovakia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. 
Jennifer Brady, United States, 6-3, 6-3. 

Tatjana Maria, Germany, def. Agniesz¬ 
ka Radwanska, Poland, 6-3,6-3. 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Army coach 


Monken striving to maintain success 



I’m not satisfied. ... 
Hopefully, our guys are 
hungry and feel like 
they’ve got something to 
prove and play for. ’ 

Jeff Monken 

Army coach 


Abby Drey, Centre Daily Times/TNS 


Coach Jeff Monken has led Army to two straight wins over Navy and two straight 
victories in bowl games, and the fifth-year coach is looking to sustain that success. 


By John Kekis 

Associated Press 

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Army coach Jeff 
Monken has reached a crossroads of sorts 
— he has built the Black Knights into a 
winner, and now he wants to keep the suc¬ 
cess going at a high level. 

Not so easy at West Point, where sus¬ 
tained football excellence has been a tall 
task. 

These Black Knights are ready for that 
challenge as Monken prepares for his fifth 
season. 

“We’re trying to avoid complacency,” se¬ 
nior safety James Gibson said. “We’ve had 
two good years, but nobody cares about 
that, so we shouldn’t, either. We’ve got to 
keep building off that success by doing the 
things we did to get there so we can stay 
there. 

“We don’t want to say, ‘Oh, we were 10-3 
last year, we should win every game.’ No. 
We have to go work.” 

Army beat rival Navy for the second 
straight time last season to place those em¬ 
barrassing 14 straight losses to the Mid¬ 
shipmen further in the rearview mirror. 
The Black Knights also defeated Air Force 
(a 21-0 shutout that ended a 306-game scor¬ 
ing streak by the Falcons), won their sec¬ 
ond straight bowl game, and took home the 
Commander in Chief’s Trophy as top dog 
among the three service academies for the 
first time since 1996. The upset win over 
San Diego State in the Armed Forces Bowl 
gave the Black Knights 10 victories for only 
the second time in academy history. 

That’s a big haul. 

Not big enough. 

“I’m not satisfied. We only won 10 and we 
played 13 games,” Monken said. “It was a 
fun year and I’m really proud of our team 
and the accomplishments. Hopefully, our 


guys are hungry and feel like they’ve got 
something to prove and play for and are not 
satisfied with having won 10 games. We’re 
going to try to be a better football team.” 

Other things to know about the Army 
Black Knights: 

Quarterback quandary 

Monken’s biggest chore this summer was 
figuring out who would take over at quar¬ 
terback for Ahmad Bradshaw, who set a 
school record with 1,746 yards rushing in 
his final year. Monken said Tuesday that 
Kelvin Hopkins Jr. will start on Friday 
night at Duke. 

Hopkins had 40 yards rushing and 76 
passing in seven games as a sophomore 


but has never played an entire game, and 
neither has senior Luke Langdon or sopho¬ 
more Cam Thomas. 

Turnover kings 

Army led the nation in rushing last year 
with 4,710 yards, averaging 6 yards a carry 
and 362.3 yards a game, and scored 50 TDs 
on the ground as its option attack excelled. 
The Black Knights held the ball for an aver¬ 
age of nearly 35 minutes and lost only four 
fumbles in 785 rushing plays, an impres¬ 
sive display of ball security that will be dif¬ 
ficult to match. 

“That was really important,” Monken 
said. “That made a huge, huge difference 
for us in controlling the ball.” 


Dynamic Darnell 

Fullback Darnell Woolfolk is poised for 
a standout senior season. He is on the pre¬ 
season watch lists for the Walter Camp 
player of the year and Maxwell awards. 
Woolfolk has been a grinder, rushing for 
1,412 yards and 23 scores in the past two 
seasons. Last fall, he averaged 81 yards 
rushing per game and 5.2 yards per carry. 
The trick will be to stay healthy. His ca¬ 
reer-high, 132-yard performance against 
Temple clinched a bowl berth. 

Mr. Do-it-all 

Junior running back Kell Walker is on 
the watch list for the Paul Hornung Award, 
given annually to the most versatile player 
in mqjor college football. Walker has played 
multiple positions in the backfield and has 
contributed to special teams. Last season 
he averaged over 100 all-purpose yards per 
game and 7.3 yards per carry. He also led 
the Black Knights with 111 yards receiving 
on five catches and averaged 20.8 yards on 
kickoff returns (543 yards total). 

“I think we’ve got some good players 
and some guys that have been around the 
program and are veterans,” Monken said. 
“That’s good to have guys like that.” 


Leaner, faster Worthman returns to lead Air Force 
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Air Force quarterback Arion Worthman looks on as time winds down 
in the second half of the Falcons’ game against Army last November. 


By Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. 
— This much senior quarterback 
Arion Worthman knows: He’s 
leaner, faster and ready to lead 
Air Force’s triple-option offense. 

And this much Worthman 
doesn’t really know: his muddy 
backfield situation. 

The Falcons have a plethora of 
tailbacks and fullbacks vying for 
playing time behind Worthman as 
Air Force tries to rebound from a 
5-7 campaign. 

“It’s a good thing, because we 
do have a lot of depth,” Worthman 
said. “At the same time, we still 
need guys to step up and say, ‘I’m 
going to take this spot.’ We need 
more guys to make plays more 
often, more consistently. 

“Consistency is what we’re 
looking for.” 

Worthman was the team’s lead¬ 
ing rusher in 2017 with 821 yards 
and 13 TDs. He’s trimmer this 
season (210 pounds, 8 percent 
body fat) and speedier (runs in 
the 4.4-second neighborhood for 
the 40). 

Other than that, the offense 
remains wide open. The tailback 
spot could be a platoon of Nolan 
Eriksen, Joseph Saucier, Malik 
Miller or Kadin Remsberg. The 
fullback responsibilities — a vital 
position in the Falcons’ option at¬ 
tack — might fall to Parker Wil¬ 


son, Cole Fagan or Taven Birdow. 
Receiver Ronald Cleveland will 
figure heavily in their plans as 
well. After all, he averaged 9.5 
yards per carry last season. 

Already, Worthman can see a 
difference. 

“Last year, a lot of guys were 
unsure of themselves. We didn’t 
have many returning starters so 
people were like: ‘Can I? Am I? 
Will I?’ ” said Worthman, who was 
a baseball player in high school 
and is considering trying out for 
the Falcons on the diamond in 
the spring. “This year, you look in 


their eyes and it’s like: ‘I am. You 
will. We will.’ You really see that 
in the guys’ eyes and the way they 
carry themselves on the field.” 

Coach Troy Calhoun can sense 
it, too. That’s why he’s not too con¬ 
cerned with so many key positions 
not having established starters. 

“We just have to see,” Calhoun 
said. “Keep grinding and keep 
working and find out who can 
separate a little bit.” 

Here are things to know about 
an Air Force team that’s earned 
a bowl bid in nine of Calhoun’s 11 
seasons: 


Position change 

Senior Kyle Floyd moves from 
safety to a position the team calls 
“spur,” where he will be a hybrid 
outside linebacker. The 6-foot-2, 
215-pound Floyd was fourth on 
the team in tackles last season 
with 60. He also led the Falcons in 
pass breakups with seven. 

Coordinated effort 

Calhoun hasn’t named a defen¬ 
sive coordinator since Steve Russ 
left to become the linebackers 
coach of the Carolina Panthers. 

One of the candidates appears 
to be Brian Knorr, who has served 
as defensive coordinator at Ohio, 
Wake Forest and Indiana. For 
now, he’s listed as in charge of the 
“spur” position. 

Other potential defensive coor¬ 
dinator possibilities include Tim 
Cross, the assistant head coach 
who’s in charge of the defensive 
line, secondary coaches John 
Rudzinski or Chip Vaughn, inside 
linebackers coach Ron Vanderlin- 
den or outside linebackers coach 
Matt Weikert. 

The Falcons allowed 32.4 points 
a game last season. 

Runs in the family 

Falcons punter Charlie Scott’s 
brother is “JK” Scott, who kicked 
at Alabama and was a 2018 fifth- 
round pick by the Green Bay Pack¬ 


ers. Charlie Scott, a junior, had 41 
punts last season for a 42.1-yard 
average. He had 12 punts that 
went 50 or more yards. 

Coming out 

Air Force defensive back Brad¬ 
ley Kim recently announced to 
his teammates that he is gay. He 
posted statements on social media 
and in a story for Outsports, 
where he said his fellow DBs gave 
him a standing ovation. He said 
he hopes he can be an example 
to people who fear they won’t be 
accepted. 

Kim is declining media inter¬ 
views in the wake of his announce¬ 
ment so he can “concentrate on my 
military performance, academics 
and athletics as the fall semester 
begins,” he said in a statement. 

“I can’t thank everyone enough 
for the tremendous support I’ve 
received since my social media 
announcement that I am gay,” 
Kim added. “I am excited about 
the coming season and for the 
opportunity to be the best cadet- 
athlete I can be. As I stated in my 
announcement, I hope my coming 
out will help others to feel empow¬ 
ered to express who they are.” 

For openers 

The Falcons open the season on 
Sept. 1 by hosting Stony Brook. 
Air Force hosts Navy on Oct. 6 
and travels to Army on Nov. 3. 
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Paul W. Gillespie, Baltimore Sun/TNS 

Navy’s Malcolm Perry, right, breaks off a 91-yard touchdown run during the first quarter against Air 
Force on Oct. 7 at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium in Annapolis, Md. 


It s Perry s turn 


Former slotback slides over to quarterback 


Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Navy is handing the keys to 
its triple-option offense to Malcolm Perry. 

He was the starting slotback for eight games last 
season before coach Ken Niumatalolo switched him 
to quarterback to spark a struggling offense. The 5- 
foot-9,185-pound speedster did just that, rushing for 
282 yards and four touchdowns against SMU. 

That, along with a 250-yard rushing effort against 
Army and Navy’s 49-7 win over Virginia in the Mili¬ 
tary Bowl, was enough to convince Niumatalolo to 
make the move permanent. 

“Malcolm is the most dynamic runner we’ve had 
during my time here,” said Niumatalolo, who has 
spent 21 years in Annapolis. “We have to put the ball 
in the hands of our best player.” 

Perry is a threat to go all the way every time he 
touches the ball and playing quarterback merely in¬ 
creases those game-breaking opportunities. Perry 
rushed for 646 yards and seven touchdowns in three 
starts at quarterback, along with 536 yards and four 
touchdowns as a slotback. 

Blessed with an impressive combination of speed, 
quickness and elusiveness. Perry broke four touch¬ 
down runs of 65 yards or more last season. His 
92-yard scoring scamper versus SMU and 91-yard 
touchdown run against Air Force rank as the sec¬ 
ond- and third-longest runs in school history. 

Perry and the Midshipmen intend to put up plen¬ 
ty of mileage this season, most of it off the football 
field. 

Navy will log an estimated 26,496 miles to play 
five road and two neutral-site contests, second-most 
of any program in the Football Bowl Subdivision. 
Only Hawaii will travel farther. 

The Midshipmen open the season with a 9,706- 
mile trek to Honolulu for a game against Hawaii. 
The Midshipmen are taking a direct commercial 
flight that is expected to last over 10 hours. 

Some other things to know about the 2018 Navy 
football team: 

Passing fancy 

While Perry is a proven threat as a runner, his 
passing ability remains in question. He completed 1 
of 2 pass attempts last season and did not look very 
comfortable setting up in the pocket. Most times 
that Perry dropped back, he wound up tucking the 
ball and running. 


Offensive coordinator Ivan Jasper, who has been 
tutoring the quarterbacks at Navy for 17 years, made 
Perry’s improvement as a passer the top priority. 

“Malcolm has the tools to throw the ball effective¬ 
ly,” Jasper said. “We just need to refine his mechan¬ 
ics and work on the timing and accuracy.” 

Specialty role 

Zach Abey rushed for 1,413 yards in 2017, the 
second-highest single-season total in Navy history. 
Napoleon McCallum set the school record in 1983 
with 1,587 rushing yards and was promoted for the 
Heisman Trophy the following year. Abey was re¬ 
warded for his performance by being switched to 
wide receiver. 

Abey, who set a Navy record by rushing for 100 
yards or more in eight straight games, will continue 
to play quarterback in certain situations. The strat¬ 
egy is designed, in part, to reduce the wear and tear 
on the slender Perry. 

“We have to be smart, which is why we have a 
plan for Zach to handle the short-yardage and goal¬ 
line plays. That is what Zach is really good at,” Jas¬ 
per said. 

Crisscrossing the country 

Navy’s second-longest road trip in terms of dis¬ 
tance is actually for what is technically considered a 
home game. Whenever Navy is the home team for its 
annual series with Notre Dame, the game is played 
at a neutral site. 

This year, the game is being held in San Diego. 
The Midshipmen will fly more than 5,300 miles for 
that contest. 

Navy’s other road games this season are at Air 
Force in Colorado Springs (estimated 3,366 miles). 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas (2,734), 
Tulane in New Orleans (2,250), Central Florida in 
Orlando (1,764) and Cincinnati (1,084). That makes 
the neutral-site matchup with Army, a two-hour bus 
ride to Philadelphia, look easy by comparison. 

Conference projection 

Navy was picked third in the West Division of the 
American Athletic Conference in a preseason poll of 
media. Memphis is favored to repeat as West Divi¬ 
sion, and Houston was tabbed second. 


Notre Dame QB 
has to shrug off 
‘weight of world’ 


By John Fineran 

Associated Press 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — How 
quickly Brandon Wimbush for¬ 
gets how his 2017 season ended 
could determine how successful 
Notre Dame is in 2018. 

The senior understands what 
being the Notre Dame quarter¬ 
back entails — the echoes of Ber- 
telli, Lujack, Huarte, Theismann, 
Clements, Montana and Rice 
never end. 

“When you play quarterback 
at the University of Notre Dame, 
there’s not a bigger position in the 
country,” Wimbush said. “You 
feel like you have the weight of 
the world on your shoulders.” 

After an 8-1 start a year ago, 
Wimbush and the Irish stumbled 
with lopsided losses at Miami and 
Stanford during a November the 
quarterback would like to forget 
with just 45 completions in 97 at¬ 
tempts with four interceptions. 

When Wimbush started slowly 
in the Citrus Bowl against LSU, 
coach Brian Kelly turned to back¬ 
up Ian Book, who engineered a 
15-point fourth quarter with a 
pair of touchdown passes in a 21- 
17 victory that gave Notre Dame 
a 10-3 finish and a springtime 
battle for the position. 

Wimbush, who threw for 1,870 
yards and 16 touchdowns despite 
completing just 49.5 percent of 
his passes and added 803 yards 
and 14 touchdowns rushing, came 
out ahead of Book, a junior. 

“This season being year two, 
some of that [weight] is off,” Wim¬ 
bush said. “I trust the other guys 
that are out there. I’m excited 
what these guys are going to do 
this year.” 

Kelly also is excited about a 
defense that returns 10 start¬ 
ers and improving special teams 
with veterans in punter Tyler 
Newsome and placekicker Justin 
Yoon. He said he believes a Wim- 
bush-led offense, with a rebuilt 


line and playmakers galore, will 
be just fine. 

“[With Wimbush], it’s just con¬ 
sistency with accuracy; he’s made 
significant progress even from 
the spring,” Kelly said. “Offen¬ 
sively, I think it’s dispersion of the 
football, a lot of different weapons 
in (Miles) Boykin, (Chase) Clay- 
pool, (Chris) Finke, (running 
backs) Jafar Armstrong, Avery 
Davis ... Tony Jones. We’ve got 
3-4 tight ends who can catch the 
football.” 

Uncertain backfleld 

Notre Dame had a star last 
season in Josh Adams, but he 
turned pro and two other run¬ 
ning backs are no longer with the 
Irish. Among the players to watch 
are Tony Jones Jr., a sophomore 
who struggled with an ankle in¬ 
jury a year ago. Others in the mix 
include Dexter Williams, Avery 
Davis and Jafar Armstrong. 

About that defense 

Former linebackers coach 
Clark Lea is now the defensive 
coordinator running a 4-2-5 de¬ 
fensive scheme many Irish feel 
was a big reason for last year’s 
10-3 finish. Last season’s rover, 
Drue Tranquill, returns for his 
fifth season at weakside lineback¬ 
er, senior Te’von Coney moves 
over to middle linebacker and 
senior Jerry Tillery moves from 
nose guard to tackle, where Lea 
can take better advantage of his 
pass-rushing skills. 

Schedule watch 

Notre Dame has five games 
in September, four of which are 
at home — including the opener 
against Michigan on Sept. 1 and 
Stanford. Road games include 
trips to Virginia Tech (Oct. 6), 
Northwestern (Nov. 3) and USC 
(Nov. 24). Florida State pays a 
visit Nov. 10. 



Robert Franklin, South Bend Tribune/AP 


Notre Dame quarterback Brandon Wimbush, left, hands off to 
running back Tony Jones Jr. during practice on Aug. 15. 
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UCF seeks encore with new coach 



Boise State, FAD also among 
best teams in Group of Five 

By Steve Megargee 
Associated Press 

Central Florida is trying to follow up on its 
undefeated season with a new coach, a new 
defensive cornerstone and the same old high 
expectations. 

The Knights head the list of Group of Five 
teams with reason for optimism this season. 

UCF lost its coach when the lure of his alma 
mater prompted Scott Frost to return to Ne¬ 
braska, though he stuck around long enough 
to coach the Knights in a Peach Bowl victory 
over Auburn. The Knights also must replace 
American Athletic Conference defensive 
player of the year Shaquem Griffin, who was 
drafted by the Seattle Seahawks in the fifth 
round. 

They still have plenty of firepower. New 
coach and former Missouri offensive coor¬ 
dinator Josh Heupel inherits a group that 
includes star quarterback McKenzie Milton, 
who is making sure the Knights enter this 
season with the right attitude. 

“Say you come off a winning year, teams 
might tend to get lackadaisical in the way they 
approach things,” Milton said. “They might 
get complacent. That can’t be us. We caught 
some teams off guard in the way we played, 
the way we won last year. We’re not going to 
catch anybody off guard now. We’re going to 
get everybody’s best shot.” 

The Group of Five refers to conferences 
that aren’t part of the Power Five (the Atlantic 
Coast Conference, Big Ten, Big 12, Pac-12 and 
Southeastern Conference). It includes Confer¬ 
ence USA, the MAC, the Mountain West and 
the Sun Belt, as well as the American Athletic 
Conference. 

Here’s a breakdown of top teams in each 
Group of Five conference heading into the 
season: 

ARKANSAS STATE, Sun Belt 

Notes: The Red Wolves have earned at least a 
share of the Sun Belt title five of the last seven years 
and are the preseason pick to win it again. Arkansas 
State had six first-team preseason all-Sun Belt selec¬ 
tions and quarterback Justice Hansen was named 
preseason offensive player of the year. Arkansas State 
went 7-5 last season and lost the Camellia Bowl in 
its seventh straight bowl appearance. Other Sun Belt 
teams to watch include defending co-champions Ap¬ 
palachian State and Troy. 

BOISE STATE, Mountain West 

Notes: MWC preseason offensive player of the year 


Brett Rypien has thrown for 9,876 yards, the highest 
total of any active Football Bowl Subdivision player. 
The Broncos also return Alexander Mattison, who ran 
for 1,086 yards and 12 touchdowns last season as 
Boise State went 11-3 with an MWC title and a Las 
Vegas Bowl victory over Oregon. Boise State beat 
Fresno State in last season’s MWC championship 
game, and those two teams figure to face off for the 
title again this year. 

UCF, American Athletic 

Notes: UCF owns a 13-game winning streak after 
ending last season as the lone unbeaten FBS team. 
UCF returns much of its offense from last season and 
is led by quarterback Milton, who finished eighth in 
the Heisman Trophy balloting last year. UCF figures to 
battle in-state rival South Florida for the East Division 
crown. The Knights’ nonconference schedule includes 
a trip to North Carolina and home dates with Florida 
Atlantic and Pittsburgh. 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC, Conference USA 

Notes: Lane Kiffin orchestrated a remarkable turn¬ 
around at Florida Atlantic last season. FAU went from 
3-9 in 2016 to 11-3 in 2017 and closed the year on 
a 10-game winning streak that included a Conference 
USA title and Boca Raton Bowl victory. Florida Atlan¬ 


tic has Conference USA’s preseason offensive player 
of the year (running back Devin Singletary) and defen¬ 
sive player of the year (linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair). 
The schedule includes trips to Oklahoma and UCF. 

MEMPHIS, American Athletic 

Notes: We’ve included two teams from the Ameri¬ 
can, which has emerged as the strongest of the Group 
of Five leagues. Memphis loses star quarterback Riley 
Ferguson and receiver Anthony Miller from a team 
that went 10-3 last season, but Darrell Henderson 
is back after rushing for 1,154 yards and nine touch¬ 
downs a year ago. The Tigers figure to battle Houston 
and Navy for the West Division title. Memphis has 
only one game against a Power Five opponent, an 
Oct. 20 trip to Missouri. 

OHIO, Mid-American 

Notes: Although Ohio has reached a bowl game 
eight of the last nine seasons, the Bobcats haven’t 
won a MAC title since 1968. This could be the year. 
Ohio went 9-4 and won the Bahamas Bowl last year 
with an offense that averaged 37.4 points. Quarter¬ 
back Nathan Rourke rushed for 21 touchdowns last 
season, while running back A.J. Ouellette ran for over 
1,000 yards. Ohio and Northern Illinois look like the 
MAC’S top teams. 



John Locher/AP 


Boise State quarterback Brett Rypien has thrown for 9,876 yards, 
the highest total of any active Football Bowl Subdivision player. 

With Rypien, a stalwart offensive line and a formidable defense, the 
Broncos may be in the conversation for the College Football Playoff. 



John Raoux/AP 


Quarterback McKenzie Milton is back to lead Central Florida under 
new coach Josh Heupel. The Knights went 13-0 last year. 


Players starring 
for losing teams 

Football being, in many ways, 
the ultimate team game can 
make it difficult for good players 
to shine when the players around 
them are ... not so good. 

Stars toiling on losing teams 
rarely get much recognition. 
They almost never win the big 
awards or get selected to the All- 
America teams. 

Time to give some love to those 
overlooked players whose teams 
did not reach the postseason last 
year and will have a hard time 
climbing back into it in 2018. 

Marquise Copeland, DT, Cincinnati: 
The Bearcats are in the second year 
of a rebuild under coach Luke Fickell, 
who brought in the top-ranked recruit¬ 
ing class in the American Athletic Con¬ 
ference this year. Copeland was one of 
the few real keepers Fickell inherited 
and probably the team’s best player last 
year. The senior had 63 tackles and 3.5 
sacks in 2017. Undersized at 6-foot-2 
and 282 pounds, Copeland could de¬ 
velop into an NFL Draft pick. 

Eric Dungey, QB, Syracuse: Dungey 
has been starting for the Orange since 
his freshman season. The problem is 
he has not been finishing the seasons 
healthy. When healthy, Dungey is a 
two-way threat with athleticism and size 
(6-4, 228) that could draw NFL atten¬ 
tion. He enters 2018 as the only active 
quarterback in FBS with at least 6,000 
yards passing and 1,000 yards rushing. 
The Orange have not been bowl eligible 
since 2013. A full season for Dungey is 
a must for Syracuse to have any chance 
to get back. 

Joe Dineen, LB, Kansas: The fifth- 
year senior has played on teams that 
have won six games in four seasons. He 
also lost most of his 2016 season, when 
he was poised for a breakout as team 
captain, to a hamstring injury. That 
big breakout came last season when 
Dineen led the nation in solo tackles per 
game (7.6) and set a school record with 
25 tackles for loss. Yes, the Jayhawks’ 
defense spends a lot of time on the field 
and that inflates some stats. But Dineen 
had almost twice as many tackles as 
any other Kansas defender. 

Denzel Mims, WR, Baylor: The Bears 
managed just one win in 2017, but Mims 
caught 61 passes for 1,087 yards and 
eight touchdowns. His three-touchdown 
performance against Oklahoma gave the 
Sooners a legitimate scare. Mims was 
by far Baylor’s best receiver last season, 
but this year the Bears hope the return 
of senior Chris Platt from injury and the 
addition of Tennessee transfer Jalen 
Hurd gives them one of the best sets of 
pass-catchers in the Big 12. 

Stanley Morgan Jr., WR, Nebraska: 
Cornhuskers fans are looking toward a 
hopeful future with new coach Scott 
Frost after going 4-8 last season under 
Mike Riley. There is much rebuilding to 
do, and Nebraska has a difficult sched¬ 
ule in 2018 with road games at Michi¬ 
gan, Ohio State and Wisconsin. A major 
turnaround would take a minor miracle 
by Frost. Morgan, though, should be one 
of the best receivers in the Big Ten as a 
senior. He caught 61 passes for 986 
yards and 10 touchdowns last year. 

Trey Smith, OT, Tennessee: Smith 
stepped into the Volunteers’ starting 
lineup last season as a freshman and 
played like a veteran. He started games 
at guard and tackle, and during an ugly 
year in Knoxville, Smith’s performance 
was a thing of beauty. The offseason 
provided a scare. He was treated for 
blood clots in his lungs. Cleared to play. 
Smith is a 6-foot-6, 320-pound building 
block for new coach Jeremy Pruitt. 

— Ralph D. Russo, Associated Press 
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Raymond Thompson/AP 

Expectations are high for West Virginia quarterback Will Grier, the preseason Big 12 offensive player of 
the year who threw for 3,490 yards and 34 touchdowns in his injury-shortened WVU debut season. 

Big 12 preview 


Grier couM guide WVU 
to first conference tiUe 


By Stephen Hawkins 

Associated Press 

Maybe Will Grier can do at West Virginia what 
Baker Mayfield did with Oklahoma before going to 
the NFL. 

If the senior quarterback can mimic the spectacu¬ 
lar season had by Mayfield, the Mountaineers would 
have a couple of significant firsts. They have never 
won a Big 12 Conference title or had a Heisman Tro¬ 
phy winner. 

Oklahoma won its third Big 12 title in a row, and 
11th overall, on the way to the College Football Play¬ 
off with the Heisman-winning quarterback who was 
the No. 1 overall pick in the NFL Draft. 

While the Sooners are the preseason favorite 
again, there are also high expectations for Grier, the 
preseason Big 12 offensive player of the year who 
threw 34 touchdowns and 3,490 yards in his injury- 
shortened WVU debut season. The Mountaineers 
even launched a Grier7Heisman.com website dur¬ 
ing the summer. The Big 12 has never had back-to- 
back Heisman winners. 

“I would never approve a campaign unless I felt 
like a player could handle it,” coach Dana Holgorsen 
said. “He’s ready for this. He’s prepared himself his 
whole life for this. ... I’ve got no worries about him 
not understanding expectations and how to deal 
with expectations.” 

The Mountaineers, who are 27-27 in conference 
games since joining the Big 12 seven years ago, were 
picked second in the preseason media poll, ahead of 
TCU, Texas and Oklahoma State. 

“We’re focused on winning games and being the 
best we can be, and I think Dana understands and 
trusts that I know that,” said Grier, the former Flor¬ 
ida quarterback who broke the middle finger on his 
throwing hand when diving for the end zone in the 
11th game last season. “What I’m focused on is not 
the expectations, but the preparation.” 

West Virginia also returns receiver David Sills, 
a former quarterback who had 60 catches for 980 
yards and a nation-best 18 TDs last season. 

Mayfield’s successor at Oklahoma is Kyler Mur¬ 
ray, the ninth overall pick in the M^or League 
Baseball draft this summer. Murray and the Soon¬ 
ers also have 1,000-yard rusher Rodney Anderson 
and 1,000-yard receiver Marquise Brown. 

“This is going to be an interesting team, no ques¬ 
tion,” Sooners coach Lincoln Riley said. “It’s got 
a chance to be maybe the most talented team that 
we’ve had in the now four years that we will have 
been at OU, but also probably our most inexperi¬ 
enced team as well.” 


Herman’s horns 

Texas broke its string of three consecutive losing 
seasons in coach Tom Herman’s debut, but came 
close to being much better than 7-6. The Longhorns 
lost twice in overtime, including in two OTs at USC, 
and had two other losses by a combined nine points. 

“We have been training our guys how to finish,” 
Herman said. “Every drill that we do, every work¬ 
out that we have, everything that we do has a finish 
component to it, meaning we require our guys to be 
at their very best when the game is on the line.” 

Surging Cyclones 

Iowa State is coming off its best season since 
2000, an 8-5 record with wins over Oklahoma and 
TCU, the teams that played in the Big 12 champion¬ 
ship game. The five losses were by a combined 25 
points. Among nine returning offensive starters are 
1,000-yard rusher David Montgomery and sixth- 
year quarterback Kyle Kempt, whose first career 
start was the stunning road win over the Sooners. 

“I was anxious to watch the response of our foot¬ 
ball team coming back in January from some of 
the lessons we learned from a year ago,” third-year 
coach Matt Campbell said. “It’s been fun.” 

Top players 

■ Ben Banogu, TCU’s 6-foot-4, 249-pound defen¬ 
sive end and preseason Big 12 defensive player of 
the year who had 8V2 sacks and 16 V2 tackles for loss 
last year. 

■ Oklahoma State running back Justice Hill, who 
led the Big 12 with 1,467 yards rushing as a sopho¬ 
more last year after being the FBS freshman rush¬ 
ing leader with 1,142 yards. 

■ Kansas senior linebacker Joe Dineen Jr., who 
led the Big 12 with 11.4 tackles per game and all FBS 
players with 7.6 solo stops per game last year. His 25 
tackles for loss were a single-season school record. 

■ Rodney Anderson, who ran for 1,161 yards and 
13 TDs for the Sooners, and had five receiving TDs. 

On the hot seat 

Texas Tech coach Kliff Kingsbury has been in 
this spot before. A win in the regular-season finale 
at Texas got the Red Raiders into a bowl game and 
pretty much saved their former quarterback’s job. 
He is going into his sixth year as coach with a 30-33 
record after a loss to South Florida in the Birming¬ 
ham Bowl, and a 16-29 mark in Big 12 games. 


Faith: Owls praise LB’s 
selflessness, leadership 
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“There’s so much more out 
there to be done,” Al-Shaair said. 
“The sky’s the limit for the team, 
but at the end of the day, it’s all 
about how much we’re willing to 
do.” 

He speaks like an optimist. 

Given his background, it’s 
amazing he has any hope left. 

Al-Shaair and his family were 
homeless for most of his forma¬ 
tive years. His grandmother’s 
home where they once stayed 
burned to the ground when he 
was 15, and he soon became one 
of 11 people sharing a cramped 
motel room in Tampa. He slept 
on the floor. He took two-hour 
bus rides to and from school. He 
hid his shame from almost every¬ 
one, though his situation was ul¬ 
timately discovered because one 
of his coaches — unbeknownst to 
Al-Shaair — worked at the motel. 
And money? Forget it. 

He’s made do with little, yet 
teammates tell the story of how 
he once gave $50 to a fellow stu¬ 
dent in need. Today, he supports 
two younger brothers who live 
with him because they were going 
down the wrong road at home. 

Head coach Lane Kiffin is the 
face of FAU football, and rightly 
so. 

But ask the Owls who the lead¬ 
er of the team is, and Al-Shaair is 
the clear pick. 

“I think he is one of the best 
leaders I have ever been around 
in a locker room,” FAU defen¬ 
sive coordinator Tony Pecoraro 
said. “I tell him that all the time. 
When he speaks, people listen. 
Every team is always looking 
for leadership. Some teams have 
leadership, some do not. We have 
no shortage of leadership. I think 
he’s a special player.” 

If Al-Shaair was so inclined, 
he could be earning an NFL 
paycheck and helping his family 
right now. But he decided to stay 
in school, coming to that deci¬ 
sion toward the end of last season 
when the Owls went 11-3, won the 
Conference USA title and rolled 
to a 50-3 win over Akron in the 
Boca Raton Bowl. 

“There’s just some people who 


are very unique and mature well 
beyond their years,” said Kiffin, 
who marvels at Al-Shaair’s story. 
“He already practices and pre¬ 
pares like a 10-year NFL vet.” 

Kiffin is an offensive guru, Al- 
Shaair is all about defense. Yet 
they share a special bond any¬ 
way, and faith played a role in 
strengthening that relationship. 

Earlier this summer, the FAU 
football team went to church to¬ 
gether. Al-Shaair had never at¬ 
tended church before and had 
some hesitations. The message 
that day was about overcoming 
struggles, and Al-Shaair quickly 
understood why Kiffin wanted 
them there. 

“When people have faith and 
people have spirituality, it brings 
more peace to the world,” Al- 
Shaair said. “When you have 
something to believe in, when 
you have values, it stops you from 
doing certain things that might 
come to your head, negative 
things. ... When you don’t have a 
foundation and morals, it really 
can just create chaos.” 

And that takes us back to those 
offseason workouts. 

Al-Shaair did everything the 
rest of his teammates were doing 
in those sessions, except hydrat¬ 
ing and refueling. He would wake 
up well before sunrise to consume 
as much protein as he could, and 
would eat and drink copious 
amounts after sundown to try to 
replenish what he was losing dur¬ 
ing the day. There never was any 
discussion by the team of chang¬ 
ing workout plans to help accom¬ 
modate Al-Shaair, because they 
knew he wouldn’t accept conces¬ 
sions anyway. 

The pain, at times, was brutal. 

The payoff, he hopes, is 
coming. 

“Everything I’ve been through, 
the passion I play with comes from 
that,” Al-Shaair said. “There was 
a point where I didn’t have any¬ 
thing. Football gave me kind of 
an escape from everything I was 
going through. It’s the one time 
I’ve felt like I was good at some¬ 
thing, like I was worth something. 
Football has done all that and so 
much more.” 



WiLFREDO Lee/ap 


Florida Atlantic linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair prepares to run through 
drills during practice on Aug. 21 in Boca Raton, Fla. 
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Record payday 

Beckham reaches five-year 
deal with Giants » Page 25 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

Faith 
in the 
future 

After overcoming difficult 
past, FAU's Al-Shaair has 
high hopes for team, self 


BOCA RATON, Fla. 

F lorida Atlantic star linebacker Azeez Al- 
Shaair is an observant Muslim, and he 
understands why there is fascination re¬ 
garding one particular element of his off¬ 
season training regimen. 

The Islamic holy month of Ramadan requires 
Muslims to abstain from all food and drink from 
sunrise to sunset. There is no exception for foot¬ 
ball players. So when Al-Shaair would join his FAU 
teammates for workouts from mid-May through 
mid-June, some days with the temperature ex¬ 
ceeding 90 degrees, he endured the sessions with¬ 
out drinking or eating anything until nightfall. 

He gets asked about those days all the time. 

“I just say I’ve been through worse,” Al-Shaair 
said. 

That’s an understatement, especially consider¬ 
ing his story. He comes from poverty, was a late 
bloomer in football, saw plenty of crime and strug¬ 
gle around him, and never truly valued education 
until a few years ago. Now he might be one of the 
best linebackers in the country, one who ranked 
third nationally in total tackles last season and is a 
big reason why FAU — which opens at No. 7 Okla¬ 
homa on Saturday — has high hopes for 2018. 

SEE FAITH ON PAGE 31 
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